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Chairman’s Column
Keith Welham, Stowupland Parish Council

March 2017

Another month, another application for housing 
development.  Most readers will already be aware that the owner of the 
land opposite the URC chapel has submitted a planning application for 10 
dwellings with a new access from A1120.  I guess we shouldn’t be surprised 
that, after the application for 175 homes on land owned by the Carter and 
Bloom families was given permission on appeal; other landowners are 
seeking permissions for new housing on their land.  Should we be angry with 
the landowners or with the district council for failing to plan ahead?  It is 
disappointing when permissions are granted against the wishes of residents.  
But perhaps we should be just as disappointed that the district council failed 
to maintain a supply of land available for house building. 

Those of us who were on the parish council at the time will recall our then 
district councillor assuring us that Stowupland would have no new housing 
except for infill sites for the foreseeable future.  She told us we didn’t need 
a Neighbourhood Plan but all the time the supply of housing land was 
slipping below the threshold level.  Thanks to the efforts of a small group of 
individuals, we are now making very good progress with our Neighbourhood 
Plan and much of the data and analysis will be valuable information as the 
parish council seeks to protect the village from a huge influx of new homes 
and all the problems that they bring with them.

A special meeting was held to discuss the two applications for housing 
development fronting B1115 and Thorney Green Road and the parish council 
agreed to make formal objections to both proposals.   Many residents have 
sent in their individual objection letters – there appears to be very little 
support for the application – and it is not too late to let MSDC have your 
views, whether for or against the proposals, but you need to write as soon as 
you can.

Another special meeting is planned for 13 March in the URC meeting room to 
discuss the application for 10 houses on land opposite the chapel.  There will 
be a public session at the start of the meeting and I hope that a good number 
of residents will come along to give their views.  The application will then be 
debated by councillors and a decision taken on how to respond to MSDC.

That same meeting will consider the application for a new farmhouse next 
to Pooles Farm.  Although the application is for a single four-bedroomed 
property, it is causing a great deal of concern.  Rather than deal with the 
application during the regular parish council meeting on 9 March, it will be 
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considered on 13 March.  Please come along to give your views and listen to 
what others have to say.  You have until 14 March to send your views on this 
application to MSDC.  If you have already written, you may write again, if you 
wish, after hearing the debate at the meeting. 

I am very pleased that David Pring has agreed to join the parish council and 
will take his seat at the meeting on 9 March.  We still have a vacancy and 
Claire or I would be grateful to hear from anyone willing to consider joining 
the council.  The last few months have been very busy for the council, so I 
am especially grateful to the small number of councillors who have taken on 
extra work in the areas of planning, traffic and safety, footpaths and playpark 
planning, to the community events group, the neighbourhood planning group 
and to Claire, who has had a very heavy and, seemingly, ever increasing 
workload.

Don’t forget that all meetings of the council and its committees and sub-
committees are open for residents to attend and you will be given an 
opportunity to speak on any topic relevant to council business.  In these days 
of Catch-up TV and video recording, there is no excuse for not attending.

Keith Welham,
(Chairman Stowupland Parish Council.)

Support our Village Hall
Reg.Charity No 304822 — Jerry Voden VHMC

The Village Hall                           

REG CHARITY NO 304822

The Village Hall is situated on Church Rd and is available for Clubs, Groups, 
Private Parties and Weddings. Facilities include; 
• Small meeting room, ideal for small group meetings
• Large Main Hall                             
• Licensed Bar                                   
• Kitchen area available
• Ample Parking              
• There is also a range of re-cycling facilities some of which raise funds 

for the Village Hall
• For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch on 

01449 612156
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District Councillor's Report
District Councillor’s Report to Parish Council meeting 

on 9 February 2017

It will surprise nobody to hear that the move to Endeavour 
House has been put back to September.  I am optimistic 
that the Public Access Point in Stowmarket will be open well 

before then.  It will be at 54 Ipswich Street, the present home of the Realise 
Futures Learning Centre.  There is parking for cycles and blue badge holders 
very close by; bus stops and public car parks are reasonably convenient.

You may have read that Parking Enforcement is to be handed over from the 
Police to District Councils.  From April 2019 enforcement will be managed 
from three offices – East Suffolk, West Suffolk and Ipswich – Mid Suffolk will 
be covered from one of these three.

The Administration has published their draft budget for 2017/18 and this will 
be debated at the February meeting of Council.  The precept will also be set 
at that meeting and then we will know what our increase in council tax will be 
– what is being proposed is an increase of 5p per week for a Band D property, 
more for Band E and above and less for Bands A, B and C.  Council House 
rents will reduce by 1%, as required by Government legislation; the average 
rent reduction will be 84p per week.  Garage rents will go up by 74p per week; 
sheltered housing service charges will go up by a maximum of £4 per week.

Spending on Capital Projects will be cut by £1.5 million in 2017/18 and for 
the following 4 years.  For many years the Council has failed to meet its 
capital spending targets and there have been large underspends of revenue 
expenditure.  As an example, the large underspend on housing adaptions to 
assist disabled residents has been blamed on the shortage of Occupational 
Therapists to undertake checks and plan housing adaptions.  We must find a 
way to speed up this work.

Green Party Councillors have 
prepared an alternative budget; a key 
theme of the budget is to regenerate 
and enhance Stowmarket, making 
the town an inspiring place for 
residents, visitors and businesses.  
We would like to see an introduction 
of 30 minutes free parking in town 
car parks and free parking one day 
a week after 3.00pm.  A local history 
sculpture trail, with sponsorship from 
local businesses, will encourage 
visitors in the same way as ‘Pigs 
Gone Wild’ in Ipswich during 2016.  
These initiatives should bring more 
money into shops and businesses in 
Stowmarket.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 
SURGERY 

Keith Welham will be pleased 
 to meet any resident either 

to discuss a concern or just for 
 a chat  

On Thursday 9 March 

 between 6.00 and 7.00pm 
in the URC meeting room. 



Over 20 years industry experience 

 Full or part re-wires 
 Consumer unit upgrades 
 Internal/external sockets & lights 
 Under floor heating systems 
 Recessed lights 
 Home cinema systems 
 Multi room audio systems 
 CCTV (including remote viewing on smart phones)
 Automated gates 
 Full public liability insurance 

For a free no obligation quotation, please 
contact us 

Tel: 01449 614020 
Mobile: 07909 524552 

Email: richard@rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
Web: www.rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 

                

Experts in Self Publishing.
Got a story to tell,  

we can help you tell it.

We can handle your files from handwritten 
notes, through to finished pdf ready to go to 

press, and everything in between.
Let’s talk it through and discuss the different 

options available to you.

Tel: 01449 721599 
Email: enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk 

www.gippingpress.co.uk 
Units 1&2 Lion Barn Industrial Estate,  

Needham Market, Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8NZ

Gipping
  Press

DESIGN | PRINT | PROMOTION
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We are also pushing for the Council to build new homes and to work with 
landowners, developers and builders to unlock land that has planning 
permission but is not coming forward.  Currently there are permissions for 
2,300 homes granted but they are not being built.  Housing completions 
are way below the numbers needed and there is a desperate shortage of 
affordable housing and private rental homes.  £2 million could be used to 
get homes built; besides the obvious benefit to residents who need to be 
able to upsize, downsize or buy or rent their first home, New Homes Bonus 
and Council Tax income from the new homes would show a return on the 
investment and improve the Council’s financial position.

Let’s Walk – a programme of walks around the Stowmarket area is being 
developed to encourage walking in the town and surrounding villages.  I have 
suggested a route around part of Stowupland and walks are planned for 4, 
12 and 25 April.  Councillor Jennings will accompany the walkers to give 
information, especially historical facts, at points along the route.  A leaflet will 
also be produced to encourage people to come to the village and, perhaps, 
enjoy refreshment at the start or finish of their walk.  Make a note of these 
dates and hear about the history of our village. 
 
Keith Welham
District Councillor for Stowupland ward
Keith.Welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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Parish Council Report
February 2017

8 members of the public joined the Parish Council 
for their February meeting.  The County Councillor 

was unable to attend and did not submit a report. The report from the 
District Councillor can be found elsewhere in Telstar.

Matters of Report:
The Chairman advised that shortly after the installation by SCC of the 
‘gateway’ on the A1120, he received an e-mail from them stating that 
they were going to have to remove it in order to rebuild it  as it was 
8” too short.  He contacted them asking that it should remain and 
for them to spend their time and money repairing potholes instead.  
He received no reply to this suggestion and they did carry out the 
modification and have now reinstated it. The Chairman has met with 
Steve Cannon of Morrisons who has agreed to replace the damaged 
sign and to complete the remedial work on The Green. 

Despite the Chairman arranging with Roger Stearn from Old Newton 
to formally hand over the Walker Cup to him on 7 February, Mr Stearn 
removed the cup from the Retreat before this date so no formal 
handover could take place.  Roger is no longer able to produce 
any stamped sponsor forms as he says that he has passed them 
on to EACH. An amendment had to be made to the grass mowing 
contract in order to increase the number of times that the cemetery is 
strimmed to align it with the number of cuts.  It is expected that the 
tenders will be received in time for the next meeting. The drawings 
and specifications for the cemetery turn around area are expected to 
be ready for the April meeting.

The Clerk reported that two individuals were offered a position as 
village handyman but one of them has been offered full time work 
so has declined the position.  However, the remaining appointee has 
started his duties. 

The letter voicing concerns about the lack of information on police 
incidents within the village has now been sent to the Chief Constable. 

The Clerk advised that the ash tree on The Green had been included 
in the quotes for work to be carried out to the trees on The Green.  
Despite being chased, only 2 quotations have been received and it 
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was agreed to accept the lower one of these.

The Clerk reported that she had contacted Mr Wicken advising him 
that the Council had turned down his suggestion for the modification 
to the access to Grays Close. 

The meeting with the Primary School has been arranged for the week 
after half term.

Vacancy for Parish Councillor:
Mr Dave Pring has been co-opted onto the Parish Council and will 
start his duties next month.

Public Forum:
Amongst the comments made by the members of the public present 
at the meeting were that perhaps the Parish Council could write to 
the Co-Op suggesting that they time their deliveries to the garage 
outside the times when the parents are dropping off or picking up 
students from the school as it is causing traffic mayhem.  It was 
queried whether or not MSDC were guilty of maladministration with 
their handling of the 5-year supply of suitable land for housing and 
although the Parish Council agreed that there had been a free for all, 
only a member of the public would be able to bring this matter to the 
attention of the Ombudsman.  It was also pointed out the atrocious 
condition of the roads throughout the area and that many of them 
were extremely dangerous and likely to cause a serious accident.  
Another resident recounted a situation where a lady had taken a fall 
in one of these potholes where she had sustained serious injuries 
making it difficult for her to socialise.  Despite photos being taken of 
the pothole and a hasty repair being made by SCC, they had denied 
that there had been a pothole there in the first place.  Although the 
Parish Council are continuing to keep up the pressure on SCC, the 
criteria adopted by SCC of the extreme size of a pothole, makes 
it difficult to find potholes that are round rather than elongated.  
Another resident reported that she was unable to drive along Thorney 
Green as parents were parked on both sides of the road and another 
just stopped in the middle of the road blocking traffic completely.  
People were also still parking in the basketball court at the village hall.  
This will be closed off before the end of the month.  Another resident 
had received verbal abuse from a parent who was asked to move her 
car from the resident’s private driveway.  This proved to be something 
suffered by other residents.  It was suggested that she should be 
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asked to attend the Transport, Traffic and Safety meeting later this 
month to discuss this further.

Safer Route to School:
A final detailed design has been received from SCC outlining their 
proposed safer route to school across The Green finishing at the 
entrance to the High School.  After some discussion, it was agreed 
to inform SCC that the Parish Council would only agree to it if the 
surface was changed from dense bitmac to give the appearance 
of a gravel finish, the concrete edging should be deleted and a 
commitment from SCC that a pedestrian path should be continued 
to the Primary School and a new bridge built with a timescale given 
when this work will be completed.

Sub-Committees:
The Community Events sub-committee reported that they had 
purchased all the prizes for the forthcoming quizzes and bingo events 
and that the take up of tables for the table top sale and craft event 
was so good that there would be an overspill into the bowls club 
pavilion which has been kindly offered free of charge.  It was also 
hoped that residents would attend the open meeting on 20 February 
with their ideas for future events in the village.  Refreshments will be 
available at this meeting.
The Emergency Planning sub-committee will be attending a county 
wide meeting on 17 February where a table top exercise will take 
place featuring a snow scenario.  There will also be a guest speaker 
in attendance.
Councillor Jennings advised that she is to meet Francesca Clarke to 
discuss landowners’ failure to reinstate footpaths across their land 
that they have ploughed up.
Copies of the landscape appraisal have now been received by 
the Neighbourhood Planning Group for them to use in drafting the 
neighbourhood plan.  It will be available online for residents to look 
at before long.  The group have come up with some extensions to 
the village settlement boundary to include the Gladman development 
and some properties that have already been built outside of the old 
boundary.  They will also identify distinct areas for business and 
leisure uses.  They will have this on display at the Annual Parish 
Meeting in April.
The Environment group advised that they had arranged four litter 
picks with help from Stowupland Falcons and the High School to take 
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place on 18 March, 17 June, 16 September and 18 November.

The Planning Committee have agreed to object on a number of 
grounds to both planning applications proposed to the west of 
Thorney Green Road and the District Councillor, Councillor Studd 
and a resident will speak at the MSDC planning meeting.  An 
extraordinary Parish Council meeting is to be held at the URC 
meeting room on 13 March to discuss the planning applications for 
housing opposite the URC and at Pooles Farm. There was also a 
discussion on road safety features that need to be included before 
any development is built opposite the Primary School.  It was felt that 
these should include a splitter island on the A1120 with a mandatory 
20mph speed limit to cover both school entrances and flashing 
amber lights at start and finish school times.  

Response to Consultation on Stowmarket East: 
It was decided that Councillors Studd and Reeves should meet 
to discuss the response to the consultation on the forthcoming 
Stowmarket East development particularly that traffic to and from the 
site should be directed away from the A1120.

Playpark Working Group:
The group presented their plans and costs for the regeneration of the 
play park area.  They have now received quotations for the cost of the 
equipment that will be in the region of £80,000.  They have consulted 
with young people and have decided on equipment that will appeal 
particularly to 8-13 year olds.  They aim for a brightly coloured newly 
fenced area that will appeal to children and brighten the area.  There 
will also be equipment that can be used by wheelchair users and 
children with disabilities as well as some interactive games.  In order 
to apply for grants, some financial and joint working commitment 
will need to be made with both the Parish Council and the Village 
Hall Committee.  It was agreed to refer this to Finance and Policy 
Committee.

Clerks Report:
The Clerk reported that Palmers Bakery have agreed to judge the 
bake off entries at the Annual Parish Meeting.  The WI has agreed to 
provide the refreshments.  She has also requested that the History 
Group, Community Events and Neighbourhood Planning Group be 
asked if they would like to provide some display materials for the 
event.
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 Cakes - Draw - Bric-A-Brac - Tombola –  
Books - Refreshments etc 

 

Admission 20p                     Proceeds to Stowupland Chapel 

 at Stowupland Village Hall 

Saturday 1st April at 2pm 

C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
Book Group:  Patricia Hodgkins 01449 672127 
Baby and Toddler Group:  Dawn Lovitt 07766 661396 
Bowls Club:  Susan Boorman 01449 614673 
Dance Club:  May & Paul Durham  01449 672601
Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770895
Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770080 
 John Mollett  01449 775369
Sports & Social Club: Shaun Langford 07934 194486
W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615386
Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673185
Mobile Library:    07721 879855

Telstar is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.com

Correspondence: 
Letters from Suffolk Age Concern and Citizens Advice requesting 
donations are to be referred to Finance and Policy Committee.  
Anglian Water have also advised that business, public sector and 
charity customers are now able to transfer to other providers for their 
water and wastewater needs.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Sandy Smith
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Stowupland Annual Parish Meeting does Bake off! 

 
 

 
On behalf of the Parish Council I am writing to invite you to the Annual 
Parish Meeting which is to be held on Tuesday 25 April 2017. 
 
The evening will start with the bake off competition, which is being judged 
by Palmers Bakery.   
 
Groups 

 Under 11     
 11-18 years 
 Adults 

 
Categories 

 Celebration cakes 
 Cupcakes and muffins 
 Miscellaneous. 

 
The village hall will be open from 6.00pm and judging will start at 6.30pm.   
The Parish Council will be there to talk to residents and display boards and 
reports from our village organisations will be available at this time. 
 
The W.I have kindly offered to help with refreshments. 
 
The meeting will start at 7.30pm and we hope that some of you will stay and 
join the Council for the meeting.     
 
If you have any questions then please contact the clerk:- 
clairepizzey@outlook.com  
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

 

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

          Domestic & Commercial 

            Spot & Stain removal 

          Stain guard application 

            Flea/ pest removal 

          Professionally trained 

               Police checked 

           BILL STEVENITT LTD 

Tel: 07873 266409/ 01473 310648 

 

 
 

Perfect Perennials prides itself in selling quality perennial plants                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
to the public at our beautifully laid out nursery in Earl Stonham.                                                                          

Situated on the A1120 tourist route near Stowmarket, we are                                                                                                                                                                                             
conveniently situated in the heart of the Suffolk countryside. 

It may not look much from the outside but step through the gates 
and it’s a plantsman’s paradise, with each individual variety 

hidden in its own bay of box hedging along with its unique “info 
card” giving a full description of the plant along with its 

preferred growing position and of course a photo of the plant in 
flower. This is a valuable feast of information, helpful for the 

beginner and expert alike. 

Opening in 2005 with a small selection of around 50 different 
types the following 12 years has seen the business grow as well 
as our collection, which now boasts over 350 different varieties 
all grown on site from seed, cuttings, root division, plugs and a 

few bare-roots.  The plants are laid out in alphabetical order 
with separate sections for shade tolerant, moisture lovers and 

the trendy Grasses, and the paving slab pathways make it easily 
accessible for wheelchairs. Dogs always welcome on a lead. 

Open Good Friday – October 31st. 

www.perfectperennials.co.uk       01449 711320       Find us 

on Facebook       IP14 5HY 
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As I write this (12/02/17) the snow outside has just thawed and the 
forecast promises to become milder. Spring seems to be a long drawn 
out affair these days, a few mild days followed by harsh inclement 
weather. Perhaps in retirement I notice it more. I must admit in retirement 
my daily agenda is controlled by the weather and often even the wind 
direction. For example, if there is no wind after a dry night the Barn Owls 
will hunt well into early morning as they can hear their prey rustle in the 
dry grass, making them easier to catch. I recently watched a Barn Owl in 
these conditions and within the space of fifteen minutes it caught three 
Voles. If it was wet or windy the owl would possibly go hungry until the 
weather is good for hunting.

I also observe Kingfishers regularly and they have a preference to fish 
into shaded water without too much ripple. As we all know, water has a 
harsh glare on the surface when facing the sun and they will have their 
favourite perches depending on the angle of the sun and shadow. They 
are quite simply a jewel of a bird and a joy to watch.

Marsh Harriers require wind to hunt efficiently as do most large raptors. 
I have sat patiently for hours waiting to photograph Marsh Harriers in 
flight and with no birds in sight you think the day is wasted. But as soon 
as the first early morning breeze picks up they lift from the reed beds 
and perform their aerial ballet to the delight of all onlookers. Now is the 
time of year to observe these magnificent birds as they stake out their 
territories and choose a mate.

Over the next few weeks lookout for frogs and their spawn in your 
garden pond. So many farm and natural ponds have been filled in so 
these amphibians rely a lot on our garden ponds to reproduce. They are 
a pleasure to observe in your own garden. The adults hibernate hidden 
on land or more commonly in the muddy pond bottom. Listen carefully 
and you will hear the male croak to attract a mate They mature when 
two years old and can vary in colour quite considerably. It takes about 
two weeks for the tadpoles to emerge from the spawn depending on 
temperature and they quickly develop legs and lose their tails. By June/
July they are tiny froglets heading for dry land, this is why nature is so 
fascinating.

It will not be long now and the early summer migrants will be with us and 
the woodland glades will be carpeted in flowers. I just can’t wait.

Countryside Rambler       
Brian Ward
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Local History Group

February Meeting 
Kate Jewell explained that ‘minstrel’ derived from an Old French word meaning 
a minor court official and that minstrel groups travelling from town to town 
would include many different entertainers: oral poets, jugglers, fools, acrobats, 
puppeteers and exhibitors of performing animals, as well as musicians.  Minstrels 
brought news as well as entertainment but churchmen feared that they would lead 
people astray.

Town waits were night-watchmen but also musicians.  In Kings Lynn they were 
expected to perform a ‘wake-up call’ through the darker months, except on 
Sundays.  This involved loud instruments (trumpets, trombones and shawms).   
Waits also played quieter music, on viols, flutes and fiddles at day time events.

Minstrels employed by royalty could be greatly rewarded; often privy to secret 
conversations, they were sometimes spies.

When, in 1296, Edward I’s youngest daughter Elizabeth was married in Ipswich, 
East Anglian craftspeople made the robes and hangings and local minstrels 
performed between the many courses of the sumptuous banquet, all arranged by 
the king’s herald.  There were harpers, fiddlers, lutenists, tabourers and fools, the 
latter dressed in motley and bells which seems to have been traditional over the 
centuries.

Kate’s talk was, as ever, beautifully illustrated, not only with paintings of the 
time, but also with recordings of shawms and viols and clips from films in which 
minstrels and heralds were portrayed.  It was a delight.

Neil’s Notes
We have looked at a couple of the parish’s landowners in previous articles. Over 
the centuries individuals have bequeathed land in Stowupland, the income arising 
from the rent of the land being dedicated to benefit of the parishioners of both 
Stowupland and other parishes. Often these charities have been consolidated and 
the capital invested elsewhere other than in land, but in the middle of the 19th 
century the following charity land, administered by trustees of other parishes, 
existed in Stowupland.

Bramford Farm

In 1717 with money left by John Acton of Bramford Hall, the overseers of the poor 
of Bramford purchased a farm in Stowupland consisting of a cottage and 14 acres 
for the benefit of the poor of that parish ‘the rents and profits of the said premises 
shall be distributed Quarterly among such of the poor of Bramford as are most in 
want by the Overseers’.   The cottage (now replaced by a more modern bungalow) 
and fields lie in Mill Street.

S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770895 
or email: marion@astronomer.plus.com
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Earl Stonham School Charity

In the early 17th century, George Reeve left 20 acres of land in Stowupland along 
with further land in Earl Stonham to maintain a schoolmaster to teach the poor 
children of Earl Stonham. The school has recently been the subject of a book by 
Pip Wright ‘The Class of ‘63’.  Pip gave a talk to our group about this in 2016.  The 
land consisted of three fields and an access lane to the east of Saxham Street and 
to the north of Bell’s Lane. The fields have since been subsumed into larger fields.

Another 20 acres and a barn known as Thradstones or Thardstones were settled 
upon the poor of Earl Stonham. This consisted of four fields lying between Gipping 
Lane and Church Road; the fields generally still retain their original boundaries. 
A part of this area is allocated to the new housing development recently granted 
planning permission. This land and the rest of Earl Stonham Trust estate was sold 
in 1924.

Fyrmages Charity

Nicholas Fyrmage a London merchant, by his will dated 20 Feb. 1621 gave land 
in Hackford Norfolk and £300 to pay for a lecturer to preach sermons in Great 
Ashfield Church, a sexton for ringing the great bell for each sermon and for the 
purchase of bell ropes. The £300 was laid out in the purchase of 44 acres of land 
called Hoo Wood in Stowupland. This land is in the vicinity of Mount Pleasant 
Farm, overlooking Stonebridge Lane. It consisted of six fields with a barn. The 
fields still form a discrete unit surrounded mainly by larger fields.  More will follow 
about Hoo Wood next month.

Talking Point
‘Neil’s Notes’ gives details of what was charity land in the village.  For our next 
‘Talking Point’, which of the place names in ‘Neil’s Notes’ are Old English (Anglo-
Saxon) in origin?

Programme

Please note that there was an error in our six-month programme in the last issue.  
Kim Jennings’ talk and our A.G.M. will be on 7th June.

1st March    The Lost Aerodrome    Peter McGee and Graham Mack

It is well know that the East Anglian countryside was scattered with many airfields 
during the Second World War but it is often overlooked that during the First World 
War a number of airfields were established here.  One of these was at Elmswell and 
has been thoroughly researched by Peter and Graham along with other members of 
the Elmswell History Group, both in documentary sources and on the ground.

5th April   Ups & Downs: Barnardo’s Foster Children in Suffolk 1890 – 1950      
Peter Davidson

It’s a little known fact that over this 60 year period thousands of children from Dr 
Barnardo’s Homes were boarded out with families in rural East Anglia. The talk 
explores the stories of these children, some of whom ended up a long way from 
Suffolk while others still live close to where they were brought up.

We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Visitors are always welcome and 
refreshments are available.  Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-members.
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In memory of Zoe Goddard

My name is Gemma Porch and in April this year I will be running my first 
marathon, gulp! Although I am a keen runner, 26.2 miles is a very long way 
to run and “a distance to be respected”.

I am going to be running The Virgin London Marathon in memory of our dear, 
close friend, Zoe Goddard.  Zoe lived all of her 27 years of life as a resident 
of our village and was my childhood next door neighbour. Sadly, Zoe lost 
her fight for life at the end of September last year. She was such a beautiful, 
giggly, happy and inspirational YOUNG lady, who we miss so much.

While our close friend was a patient at St. Elizabeth’s hospice, I discussed 
with her how I would run the London Marathon for her, if I gained a ballot 
place. She asked if she could join me on a training run at a local Park Run. 
We planned that I would push her around the 5K course in her wheelchair 
wrapped up warm with blankets and her oxygen cylinders in tow. Sadly, less 
than two weeks after this happy, exciting conversation Zoe passed away.

To keep putting one foot in front of the other in April, I’m asking for your 
support. I would like to give something back to the amazing charity that 
cared for Zoe and her family so dearly in the final weeks of her short life. I’ve 
set up a ‘Virgin money giving’ page that you can find here:      
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GemmaPorch

It’s very simple and safe to donate via this. I and Zoe’s family will be 
immensely grateful of any donation you could make.

This is a photograph we took while I was visiting Zoe in the St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospice. I had just plaited her hair and painted her nails, of course pink!

I’ll write again after the marathon to inform you of how it went. In the 
meantime any encouragement while I’m out training in the sleet, snow, ice, 
hail, rain, wind or even sunshine is very much appreciated.    

Gemma Porch.
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Vicar  : Revd David Swales Tel. 675503
Curate : Revd Chris Hood Tel. 677257
Churchwardens : Mrs Ann Doubtfire    Tel. 770363
  : Mrs Sue Hayter        Tel. 613710

Email   holytrinityuk@hotmail.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice

Dear Friends,

Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return;

Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.

So declares the priest on Ash Wednesday, as he marks an ash cross on the 
forehead.

What a gloomy thought - we’re all sinners and we’re all going to die! And 
I thought Christianity was about joy and hope…. Roll on Easter! Joy, 
celebration – and chocolate eggs!

Face the facts
The reason we don’t jump straight to Easter, missing out Ash Wednesday, is 
because the Christian faith faces up to reality: it is honest about life, and 
about people.

Nothing is more certain about life than that it will end; yet we pretend that 
won’t happen to us. Another certainty is that, as the Bible says, “All have 
sinned, and fallen short of God’s glory”; yet how often we assert that we’re 
“not so bad really” (and certainly not as bad as some we could mention!). 

Yes, at Easter we will remember, with joy, that Christ died for our sins, and 
rose to bring us Eternal Life. But what good is that if we don’t face the 
fact that we are sinners, and that we will die? The starting point of the 
Christian life is recognising our need: without that, God can offer us nothing. 
This is what Ash Wednesday is about.

Lent
Following Ash Wednesday, we have Lent: a time for drawing closer to 
God, finding hope in him in the face of the realities of life. This is the origin 
of giving something up for Lent. It’s not that there is some special virtue in 
‘going without’ in itself. Rather, ‘fasting’ can help turn the mind away from 
‘stuff’ and towards God.

Holy Trinity Church
MINISTER REV DAVID SWALES
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Vicar:  Revd David Swales Tel: 01449 675503

Curate: Revd Chris Hood  Tel. 01449 677257

Churchwarden: Mrs Ann Doubtfire  Tel. 01449 770363

 Mrs Sue Hayter Tel. 01449 613710

Church Email: holytrinityuk@hotmail.com

               www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice

Giving up: Taking up
But another kind of fasting is to use Lent for taking something up. When 
I worked at a homeless night shelter we had a regular volunteer who had 
originally started by helping out one Lent: he had ‘given up’ one evening a 
week. 

Another example might be taking up a daily period of Bible reading and 
prayer. These, too, may well involve you in giving something up: some time 
in bed, or in front of the telly!

Together
Besides these individual actions, it’s also good to take up some of the 
opportunities to come together during this time:

• We begin Lent with an Ash Wednesday Service (Holy Trinity, 7.30pm on 
the 1st). Communion with the (optional) imposition of ashes.

• Every Wednesday evening (7.30pm) and Thursday Morning (10.30am) 
from the 8th/9th we will have our Lent Meetings on ‘The Beatitudes’ 
– Jesus’ radical words about a whole new way of being and living. Full 
details on a leaflet available in church – or contact me or Rev Chris, who 
will be leading these groups in our homes. All welcome. 

Your friend and Vicar, 

David

PS My next contribution to these pages will sadly be my last, as I move on 
to pastures new in May: I am going to be Priest-in-Charge of Pott Shrigley, 
a village in Cheshire. My last day as your vicar will be 23rd April. I’m sure 
I’ll want to take the opportunity of that last ‘vicar’s letter’ to express huge 
appreciation of the people of this wonderful corner of Suffolk, which I have 
been grateful to call Home for the past 8 years.
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CHURCH SERVICES in MARCH

1st Mar (Wed) 7.30pm  Ash Wednesday
                       Holy Communion at Haughley
5th Mar 9.30am Parish Communion
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service - church with a difference!

12th Mar 9.30am Morning Worship & ¬Trinity Starz¬
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

19th Mar 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30am Morning Prayer (BCP)
20th Mar (Mon) 10.30am Songs of Praise at Steeple View
                              - All Welcome!

26th Mar 9.30am All-Age Family Service
 6.30pm Parish Communion     
  (BCP – Book of Common Prayer)

A PRAYER:
Almighty God, lover of all men, giver of all grace, look mercifully upon us 
who acknowledge our sins; create in us a pure heart and a steadfast spirit; 
and lead us in the paths of righteousness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

FAMILIES!
Please come along to the ‘1st @ 4’ SERVICE on Sunday, 5th March at 
4.00pm and enjoy this popular ‘Church With A Difference’ (with some 
snacks afterwards)! 
Then please come to our bright and friendly ALL-AGE FAMILY SERVICE 
in church on Sunday, March 26th at 9.30am.  Do stay and have FairTrade 
refreshments with us in the hall afterwards!

STEEPLE VIEW:
The residents warmly invite you to join them for their Songs of Praise Service 
at Steeple View at 10.30am on Monday, 20th March, and which is followed 
by a short Communion for those who wish to stay.

LENT LUNCHES 2017:
You are invited to join us for the Lent lunches of soup, rolls and cheese 
followed by tea or coffee. All of the lunches will be will be on Wednesdays, 
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held in the Church Hall and start at 12 noon.  There is no charge, but your 
voluntary donations will go to a charity.  We look forward to welcoming you!  
Please see page 39

BEETLE DRIVES:
Come along to enjoy a chat and have some fun in congenial company at 
the Beetle Drives which will be held on Tuesdays, 7th and 28th March in the 
Church Hall.  All are most welcome to join us!

WEEKLY COFFEE CHURCH:
Holy Trinity Church has an Open Church & Social Session from 2pm to 
4pm each Wednesday.  
Come on in to a warm welcome, for a free cup of tea/coffee and a chat in 
the Church Hall, or to wait for children coming out of school. To look around 
and enjoy your Parish Church, maybe for a quiet prayer or just to enquire 
about church activities etc.

FOOD BANK BOX:
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in need 
of a helping hand, we now have a box at the back of the church for you to 
leave your items.  Thank you!

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:
Our well-appointed Church Hall is available for your party, meeting or 
function.  For bookings or for further information, please contact John & Ann 
Parsell on tel. 01449 672592.

CHURCH 100 CLUB:     
Congratulations to the following winners of the February Draw;

1st No. 49 Mrs I Dickinson
2nd No. 66 Mr P Roberts

3rd No. 16 Miss J Stanford

PARISH REGISTERS
FUNERALS. Our love, sympathy and prayers to the families of

of those who have recently died:-
2nd February    Harry Fishlock
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Stowupland Community Events 

Table Top Sale 

 

Stowupland Village Hall 

Saturday 27th May 2017 
10am till 3pm 

 
All tables £5.00 booked by 13th May  

Please ring Linda on 01449 612988 to book 
& for further information. 

              Doors open for sellers at 9am 

 

All proceeds, after expenses, go towards 
Community activities. 
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March Dates

Wed 1 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 1 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 1 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 1 Local History Group 7.30pm Village Hall 
  – ‘The Lost Aerodrome’
Thurs 2 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 6 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 6 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 7 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 7 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 8 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 8 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs     9      District Councillor’s Surgery 6.00pm      URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 9 Parish Council 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 9 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 12 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 13 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – April issue
Mon 13 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 13 Parish Council  7.30pm URC Chapel Hall 
  – Extraordinary meeting
Mon 13 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 14 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 15 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 15 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 15 W.I. – Zoolab (interesting creatures) 7.30pm Village Hall        
Thurs 16 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 18 Community Litter Pick 10.00am Village Hall Car park
Mon 20 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 20 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 21 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 22 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 22 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 23 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 24 Community Bingo         Doors open 7.00pm Village Hall
Sun 26 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 27 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 28 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 28 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 28  Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 28 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 29 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 29 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
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If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539621

Thurs 30     P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.30pm V.H. Meeting Room
Thurs 30 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 31 Coffee Morning 10.00am URC Chapel Hall

April Dates
Sat 1 Jumble Sale 2.00pm Village Hall
Mon 3 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 3 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 4 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 4 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 5 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 5 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 5 Local History Group  7.30pm Village Hall 
  – ‘Barnardo’s Foster Children in Suffolk, 1890 – 1950’
Thurs 6 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall

Future Events in 2017
21  April       Community Bingo (18+)
25  April       Annual Parish Meeting does Bake Off!
5    May       Chocolate Bingo
19  May       Community Quiz
9    July         Local History Group Walk
13 September    ‘Harbour Lights’ traditional songs and music 

                     

                   Coffee Morning  

             At Stowupland URC Chapel  

 Friday 31st MARCH 2017 10am-12noon             

Coffee/ Tea and Cakes     
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Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience

Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage
VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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 The
����������United
��Reformed

���������Church

U.R.C Chapel
Minister: Rev’d Chris Wood 

Telephone 01449 678173

Stowmarket URC Anniversary will be on 5th March and we 
will be joining them on that day. There will not be a service at the Chapel.

Our next coffee morning at the Chapel will be on Friday 31st March 10am to 
12noon. Come and have a chat, cuppa and a cake; everyone welcome.

A date for your diary, Saturday 1st April, Jumble Sale 2pm at the Village 
Hall. If you have any Jumble or Bric-a-Brac, please let any Chapel Member 
know and arrangements will be made to collect it or alternatively bring it to 
the Village Hall on the day, after 12noon but before 2pm. Any contributions 
will be gratefully received. No electrical goods please as the law does not 
permit us to sell them. Please come and support this event.

 

Services at the URC Chapel are held each Sunday at 10.30am and we 
cordially invite anyone who wishes to join us in our Worship. A warm 
welcome awaits you.

Our speakers for March are a follows:
05th March Anniversary at Stowmarket URC
  (No Service at the Chapel)

12th March Revd Richard Edwards

19th March Barbara Challis

26th March Clive Herrod

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Women’s World Day of Prayer is a global, ecumenical movement of informed 
prayer and prayerful action, organised and led by Christian women who 
call the faithful together on the first Friday in March each year to observe a 
common day of prayer. This year the service has been prepared by women 
from various churches in The Philippines and men, women and young 
people in over 170 different countries will be united in prayer as they bring 
the needs of the people of the Philippines before the Lord through the theme 
‘Am I Being Unfair to You?’  Our local meeting will be held at Old Newton 
Chapel on 3rd March at 2pm. The service will be followed by refreshments.
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Afternoon Fellowship
We recommence our meetings at the Chapel on Monday 6th March at 2pm 
and our speakers are as follows.

06th March      Revd Chris Wood 

13th March Children from Freeman Primary School will entertain us.

  It would be great to see any parents who felt they could  
  join us. You will be made most welcome.

20th March Irene Martin.

We welcome anyone who would like to join us at our meetings (male or 
female) Come and enjoy the fellowship also a cuppa.
Mary Clark

Minister’s Message

Sitting on the Veranda!
Rev Hugh Neems, my home-church minister, often recalled the time when he 
was a missionary in the South Sea Islands, where he relied on rowing boats 
to take him from one island to another. Given that most islands were atolls 
(small islands with an outer coral reef that creates protection from the Pacific 
Ocean), it was necessary for the helmsman to wait patiently until he saw a 
decent wave heading their way, and then give instructions to the drummer 
who would beat out the pace that the oarsmen needed to row. Together they 
would head for the coral reef, and, if it was timed correctly and they’d gained 
sufficient speed, the boat and occupants would be transported over the 
reef and on their way. Exactly the same procedure was necessary at arriving 
at their destination, the helmsman waiting again for a decent wave before 
giving instructions, allowing the boat and its cargo to enter safely into the 
lagoon.

But the account doesn’t end there. Having arrived safely at the destination, 
each person would be thanked for their contribution, knowing that, by 
pooling their various God-given gifts, and by pulling together, they were able 
to arrive at the destination in one piece.

I’ve found this works well in a school assembly, where volunteers are 
encouraged to act out each stage of the teaching to demonstrate what was 
involved, and then for them to express their thanks at the end of the activity 
(usually done very loudly!). I then emphasise that this translates into any 
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situation, thus, for the school to be successful, there is a need to recognise 
and appreciate the different skills, to create an environment that enables 
everyone to play their part, and to remember always to express thanks to 
one and all. So we take time to thank teachers; teaching assistants; support 
staff and children for the way they support and encourage one another and 
create a good learning environment.

At the last retelling, I nearly came unstuck when one bright spark suggested 
that there was no point thanking the minister as he’d done nothing! It 
provided an opportunity to remind the assembly that the minister had 
offered prayers before they set off, and was a source of encouragement to 
them on their journey. Added to which they also viewed him as a precious 
cargo because he was taking the Good News of God’s love to the many 
islands, who were eagerly anticipating his arrival. I suggested that it was only 
right and proper that the minister should be thanked for his contribution – 
although the young lad still didn’t seem convinced!

It reminds me of some wise words of Bishop Anand Samuel who was from 
the Church of South India, and spent some time teaching at Westminster 
Theological College, Cambridge. On one occasion he expressed dismay 
that the church often determined its success by what it was ‘doing’ and 
expected the minister to be actively busy. By contrast, he drew on his own 
situation and culture, saying they laid great importance on ‘sitting on the 
veranda’ – believing that time spent in prayer and quiet contemplation was 
an essential element to the life of a disciple of Christ.

This is demonstrated in an incident in the Gospels, where Jesus is invited to 
the home of Mary and Martha, in which we discover Mary sitting at Jesus’ 
feet listening to His Words, while Martha is ‘distracted by her many tasks’ 
(Luke 10: 40). We are thus reminded that ‘Mary has chosen best’ (vs 42). 
This is not to suggests that everyone should cease their activities (that would 
get me into serious trouble!), but there is a time for work, a time for rest and 
relaxation, but there is also a time to ‘wait upon the Lord’ in prayer and quiet 
reflection in order to refresh our inner spirit.

How right it is to take every opportunity to encourage the sharing of 
God-given skills, to pull together for the benefit of all, and to express our 
appreciation for every contribution – especially for those who take time to 
wait upon the Lord as a blessing to one and all.

God Bless
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MR ALLARD’S FARM SHOP 
          OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK      
01449 615006              IP14 4BD  
---------------------------------------------            

PORK - CHICKEN - LAMB – BEEF - LOCAL 
SELECTED CHEESES - COOKED MEATS – 

CONDIMENTS – FREE RANGE EGGS – LOCAL 
SEASONAL VEGETABLES –  

Range of Diabetic & Gluten Free products available 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Come inside and visit 
our Café.   

Tea and Cake, Light 
snacks, ALL DAY 

Breakfasts and Sunday 
Roasts available.  

All homemade in our kitchen with local products  
------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE 24HR ATM 
Fully accessible at all hours 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Farm Shop, Café & Post Office, Open 7 days a week: 

Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  
Saturday 8:00 – 16:00 
Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 

     Walnut Tree Farm, Stowupland.   IP14 4BD 

 

01449 678650
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Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.

Tel. 01449 675897

Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon

R&R
Carpet Care

Specialist Carpet Cleaners.

For free estimates call

www.randrcarpetcare.co.uk
randrcarpets@tiscali.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
is an investment.

The cleaner your carpets
the longer they will last. 

01449 771682
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Neighbourhood Plan – 
Preparing the Draft Plan
The Group has started to put the framework of the 
plan together now.  We had a good second meeting 
in February and started by considering how we can 
use the evidence in the Landscape Appraisal to formulate our policies.  We hope to 
get the Landscape Appraisal added to the parish council’s website for all to see.

We are looking at re-drawing the 1998 settlement boundary to include planning 
permission that has been granted, and to incorporate land that is regarded as 
part of the built-up area of the village and visual changes to the appearance of 
the boundary in some areas.  We also think it is probably sensible to designate 
a separate settlement boundary around the existing houses at the village end of 
Saxham Street.

The group is actively considering compiling a “local list” of buildings of character 
interest – we do have a number of traditional small cottages, and Victorian brick 
buildings that are not listed but which are part of the essential character and 
attractive village appearance of Stowupland.  If we do get such a list together we 
will consult homeowners and publicise it widely for consultation.

We are also working on policies that aim to protect our environment, including the 
rights of way network, hedges and trees.  Identifying and protecting our facilities and 
amenities is also an important part of the plan, e.g. the allotments, village hall, and 
recreation, play and sports facilities.

Housing growth and Neighbourhood Planning has been in the spotlight lately with 
publication of the government’s Housing White Paper in early February.  The joint 
Babergh Mid Suffolk Local Plan is being prepared at the moment, and anything we 
want to include in our plan has to be in conformity with the local plan, so we will be 
keeping in close contact with officers at Mid Suffolk as we start drafting the plan.  

I don’t want anyone to get the idea that our Neighbourhood Plan is about stopping 
housing growth.  It isn’t and wouldn’t get through the examination process if it tried 
to do this.  What we are hoping to achieve is a plan that recognises and encourages 
housing growth, but at a scale that suits the village, and that doesn’t destroy the 
character or fit with the countryside setting or lead to the village merging with 
Stowmarket.  We’ve seen some good examples of Neighbourhood Plans both locally 
and from communities in the south of England, so we know it can be done.

We are aiming to get something together for the Annual Parish Meeting on 25th 
April – so watch this space for progress on the plan, and as ever the group would 
welcome anyone who wants to come along to one of our meetings and help draft 
the plan.

Jackie Ward
Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

Practice Opening Hours 
Monday-Friday
8:30am-6.00pm

Saturdays
8.30am-12.00pm

WWW.CEDARWOODVETS.CO.UK

Surgeries throughout the day
by appointment

Plus a 24 hour
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Plus a 24 hour
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Large FREE car park

Combs House, Stowmarket Business Park, Needham Road, Stowmarket IP14 2AH  

Tel. 01449 676966

Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!
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More Development Proposed for 
Stowupland.

Since my article in last month’s Telstar on MIND THE GAP, yet more 
planning applications have been received. 

The first one is for 10 properties between Brecklands and Crown 
Farm Barn on Church Road opposite the United Reform Church. 
It would consist of 3 Bungalows (Two 2 Bed and One 3 Bed) and 7 
Houses (Two 2 Bed, One 3 Bed and Four 4 Bed). The Application 
number is 0117/17. 

The second is for the erection of a new farmhouse style dwelling at 
Pooles Farm. The application number is 0426/17.

You can view these applications on the Mid Suffolk Planning Portal 
or at their offices in Needham Market. If you want to comment on 
these plans you can make your views known via the Portal, email 
planningadmin@midsuffolk.gov.uk or by post.

It seems to me that developers have looked at the community 
questionnaire undertaken by the Neighbourhood Plan Group. This 
sought to elicit views about areas around the village that could be 
brought forward for housing development. Which doesn’t include 
either of these sites. Are landowners putting forward sites which 
residents feel are unacceptable in the hope that they can develop 
these sites first and any others will be a push over?

There will be an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council in 
the URC meeting room at 7.30pm on 13th March to discuss these 
applications and formulate Parish Council comments to Mid Suffolk. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and make their views 
known.

Even if you can’t attend the meeting, you can still send comments to 
MSDC and/or to Keith Welham your District Councillor. 

Cllr Ray Studd 
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              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance
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..........................................           ..................Customer: Date:
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Eco Sweep 07-01-09
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It is the responsibility of the client to thoroughly review for any discrepancies.
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www.PrintableFlyerTemplates.net 

  
 

Friday 31st March 
At 

Stowupland Village Hall 

Between 11:45am and 2:00pm 
Egg hunt*, crafts, stalls, games, refreshments, raffle 

 

*£2.50 per child to include an egg hunt 

Tickets available direct from Stowupland Pre-School  

Or by phone on 01449 678550 

 

Easter Fair 
in aid of  

Stowupland Pre-School 
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STOWUPLAND BOWLS CLUB

It seems that every time I write these notes for Telstar I appeal 
for help at the club. The green is looking very good and it 
should provide an excellent playing surface. Here is the but: 
other areas need some attention; the benches need rubbing 
down and painting or oiling, the building is going to be 
pressure- washed and there is always other things to be done. 
It will not be too long before the start of the season. Why don’t 
you come along for a cup of tea, a laugh and a chat? We would 
be very happy to see you.  

John Mollett

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 4, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.
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Quiz Nights
Walking around the village with my little dog I often get into 
conversation with fellow walkers who tell me that they have thought 
about joining the quiz nights but for one reason or another they feel 
unable to. The two usual reasons are:-

“ We don’t know anything” or “We cannot get a team together”. 
So let’s see if we can help. Firstly, being a genius for the Stowupland 
community quiz is not necessary. Indeed if you consider yourself a 
clever clog then you might consider Mastermind as a better outlet 
for your talents. Our quiz is designed for Mr/ Mrs Ordinary. Last year 
we gave the quiz a revamp, making the questions more user friendly 
and creating an environment  in which socialising and having a fun 
evening was the primary reason for being there and where else can 
you have a good night out for £2 per person?  And you can bring 
your own nibbles (or proper picnic if you wish) so you don’t have to 
worry that there will be too much or too little good food and drink.

On the subject of making a team, we know that this can be difficult 
especially for people new to the village or for folk who live on their 
own or perhaps because friends and family are at work etc. So 
starting this year we are inviting singles, couples, and small families 
to come along and join with other like minded folk to form one or 
two teams on the night without any ongoing commitment. Please 
don’t be left out just because of a shortage of numbers.

The quiz is held in the village hall about three times a year. Doors 
open at 7.00pm and finish at around 10.00pm. The next quiz is on 
Friday May 19th and we would love to see you there. There is of 
course a winner at the end of the evening but there are no losers just 
lots of runners up who have enjoyed themselves. If you would like to 
know more please feel free to ring Keith, Cathy or myself or see the 
advert in this magazine.

Thank you, Glenda Willmot.
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  Stowupland Good Neighbours 
        A volunteer service 
 Run by residents for residents 
       Helpline 07591 539621 
Community award winning team 

 

Dog Mess in Oak Road
There have been some recent incidents of a dog owner allowing their 
dog to wander up driveways in Oak Road and leave dog mess in the 
vicinity of our front doors. This is in addition to mess left on the grass 
verge and pavement. May I remind all dog owners that the Kennel 
Club advise all dog owners that their dogs are supervised at all times, 
either kept on a lead or walked to heel in an area such as Oak Road. 
The incidents seem to happen early in the morning. There is a fine of 
£1000 for people who allow their dog to mess without clearing it up.

To Whom It May Concern, please understand that it is upsetting 
to find dog mess on your property and clean up after a dog that 
doesn’t belong to you. On the driveway between our property and our 
neighbours’ there have been three occasions when this has occurred. 
This is totally unfair on our elderly neighbours who aren’t in the best 
of health. 
Please have a conscience and walk your dog on a lead and clear up 
after them just as the vast majority of dog owners do.

From a concerned resident.
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The Green Stowupland Suffolk IP14 4AR

Opening Hours
Monday & Tuesday                                 7.00am to 1.00pm

Wednesday Thursday Friday          7.00am to 5.00pm

   Saturday                                                     7.ooam to 12.30 pm

Telephone : 01449 677720

Local Delivery

Local meats * Home-cooked pies

Home cooked hams

Dry-cured bacon and gammon

Selection of homemade burgers

Big selection of specialist cheese
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ARE YOU LOOKING TO IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH 
AND FITNESS/MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING?

Babergh / Mid Suffolk DC are organising a mini Walking Festival in and around Stowmarket, 
working in partnership with Everyone Active at Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre.

All walks on our programme are FREE to attend

Join our Free Walks Programme!
Discover the many benefits of walking and take in the local scenery and history of the area in 

which you live.

5 new and exciting walks will be on offer with a free walk brochure for each walk also available.  
Meet new people and embrace the open air!  

Got a camera / phone, bring it with you and take some photos, enter your photo into  
our exhibition - details will be on our website.

6th March 2017 - 28th April 2017
Programmes are available from:

Stowmarket TIC The Crown - Stowupland Stowupland Post Office
Stow Health Centre The Retreat - Stowupland Combs Ford Surgery
Red Gables in Stowmarket Stowmarket Community Hub John Peel Centre
The Regal Cinema, Stowmarket Stowmarket Job Centre The Mix
Stowmarket Library Stowmarket Town Council
Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre Stowupland Leisure Centre

Let’s Walk  

Stowmarket

or you can download from our website   
www.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/ 
communities/whats-on/activities-for-all/ 

Call Stowmarket TIC on  

01449 676800  
to book a place on one  

of our walks. Follow us on
www.twitter.com/MidSuffolk

www.facebook.com/
midsuffolkdistrictcouncil

for further information contact 
Sue Calver on 

01449 724655 
or Carol Clarke on 

01449 724641
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                          MMoonn  ––  SSaatt  lluunncchh  22  ccoouurrsseess  ffoorr  ££77..5500  
                              SSuunnddaayy  lluunncchh  mmaaiinn  &&  ddeesssseerrtt  ffoorr  ££1100    

                 Bingo every other Tuesday from 8.15pm.  
                     Next one 14th March.  

                            BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  RReettrreeaatt,,  lloonngg  aanndd  
                                                            sshhoorrtt  ssttaayyss  wweellccoommee..  

                EEnn--ssuuiittee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aanndd  ffrreeee  wwiiffii,,   

 

                                                     IN AID OF THE 

Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital and                                                                                         
The Make- a- Wish Foundation 

                                 14 Bury street, Stowmarket. IP14 IRA 

 We accept donations of clothes, books, toys etc and are now in a position 
to accept donations of furniture. If you cannot deliver items of furniture 
we will arrange to have them collected. 

           Phone 07900640441 (mobile)       Hours as usual 10am to 4.0pm 

                      Thank you for your support and donations 
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John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Also offering a waxing
service at competitive prices

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

 

Fed up of running around 
after your car? 

 

Why not give us the inconvenience 
– it’s part of our service 

 

WE COLLECT & DELIVER 
 

Servicing, Welding, 
MOTs arranged 

Air-conditioning recharged 
General Repairs – 

shocks, clutches, brakes etc 
All work guaranteed 

 

 
                                              Est 1990 

Contact: Shane 
Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737 

 

Personal Service at 
Competitive Rates! 
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       Stowupland Post Office 
       01449 615006              IP14 4BD 

----------------------------------------------------- 
TRAVEL MONEY & TRAVEL CARDS 

We have Euro's and US Dollars behind the counter 
for you to purchase at any time. 

Plus, you can PRE-ORDER other currencies for next day delivery 
TAX YOUR VEICHLE WITH US 

Did you know you can still bring in your V5C document and or 
your V11 reminder instead of struggling online 

24HR FREE WITHDRAWALS CASH 
MACHINE  

Yes, that means it’s fully accessible at all hours!! 
- FREE Cash Withdrawals & Deposits 

- Money Grams 
- Car tax 

- Buy / Sell Euro’s and US Dollars 
- Electronic Bill Payments 

- E Top-Ups  
- Fishing License 

 

Now there’s even more reason to use your Post Office! 
Friendly Staff, Open 7 days a week 

Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  
Saturday 8:00 – 16:00 Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 

LOCATED INSIDE MR ALLARDS FARM SHOP 

 

01449 678650
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President Colleen welcomed members old and new and our visitor, Linda. 
Business was dealt with; Colleen advised that anyone can become a 200 
Club member by paying the fee. The Federation quiz is scheduled for June 
26th. Details were finalized for the garden club teas on January 28th. 

Our speaker Hattie Bennett was then introduced. With her father a cellist in 
the Halle orchestra and her mother also a musician, the double bass being 
her instrument; it’s no wonder that Hattie has had a life long love of music.  
She had been taught the piano, but at 10 years old opted for the cello. 
She was married at the age of 20 after a whirlwind courtship of 3 months 
to a trombonist whom she met while in Dunfermline. They went where the 
jobs were, such as at theatres in Manchester, travelling on a motorbike and 
sidecar, their precious instruments in the sidecar and Hattie on the pillion. 
They set up home in Rattlesden, with their 3 children and a large menagerie 
of animals including goats, a pig and even a cow, given as a Christmas 
present. Orchestral work continued to be sketchy, so in between Hattie 
gave music lessons. Her husband being a keen sailor, the family moved 
to Felixstowe, where she found other musicians and set up one or two 
concerts. These became so popular that a programme is now run through 
the year. While Hattie was telling us of the ups and downs in her career, she 
played pieces of music to illustrate these times. 

Altogether it was a most enjoyable hour.

After refreshments, the winners of the 2016 competitions were announced 
– Mary C. won the flower and Mandy won the themed. Both were given 
shopping vouchers, with Mandy also receiving the Linda Bewey salver, to 
keep for the year.

2017 January competition results were - for the flower 1st. Mary M., 2nd 
Christine, 3rd. Brenda.

 For the music themed competition – 1st.Mary C., 2nd. Sandra, 3rd. Glenda. 
The meeting then closed.

Outing - Saturday, May 13th, Kensington Palace exhibition – Diana; her 
fashion story. Admission – to include the exhibition, palace & gardens - 
£14.67, concession £11.74 (slight increase due in March) Coach to leave the 
village 8.00 a.m., depart palace 4.00 p.m. Fare max. £15.

Names by the end of March, please to Judy Clarke – 01449 615386

Stowupland W.I.  
January meeting



46

FROM TELSTAR COMMITTEE

Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 
necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for publication, 
however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we think appropriate. 

Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during the 
process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that these errors 
may be corrected.

 Stowupland Open Gardens 2017 
Sunday June 25th

There’s plenty of time to get your garden ready for 
the Open Day this year and we’re aiming to beat the 
round dozen that were open last year.

We’d like all sizes and types of garden to give visitors 
plenty of ideas for home: cottage flower gardens, 
vegetable plots, Japanese style gardens, water gardens. We would be happy 
to call to offer advice and information, if it would help. 

Additionally, our Crazy Containers will feature again this year – anything from 
old prams to giant flower pots, planted with eccentricity. Even if you don’t 
have a garden you can join in the fun - the crazier the better.

For further information, or to put forward your garden, please contact Kate 
Elliott on 07730 922530 or John Parsell on 01449 6725092.

 

Help Keep the Village Tidy 

Litter Pick 

Saturday 18 March 2017 

Village Hall Car Park – 10.00 am 

Hope to see you there! 
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Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.com

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
 Chairman - Keith Welham  01449 673185 
 Vice Chair - Jerry Voden   01449 770334
 Roger Carter 01449 612856
 Rick Hamilton 01449 775403
 Kim Jennings 01449 677692
 Ben Miller  07765 408001
 Sally Reeves  01449 745739 34
 John Spitzer 07766 466073 
 Ray Studd   01449 676606 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677005

email: clairepizzey@outlook.com  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon
 

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Keith Welham  01449 673185 

Keith is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   Tel; 101

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539621

Village Hall Bookings: 
Hugh Blanch –  01449 612156

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Voden, 35 Oak Road IP14 4DP 
Email: voden@btinternet.com

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Ad v e rt i s i n g di s c l A i m e r:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Email reports, articles etc. to
voden@btinternet.com

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 745739

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
13TH OF EACH MONTH

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd. Tel: 01449 721599. Web: www.gippingpress.co.uk



TWO MORE 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
Opposite the URC chapel and at Pooles 

Farm 
 What do you think?  Let us know. 

Details can be found on the MSDC website: 
Planning Applications 0117/17 and 0426/17 
Come to the Parish Council Meeting in the 

URC Hall on 

 
13 March at 7.30 pm. 

 
Details of the proposals will be available and 
you will be able to speak.  If you prefer, 
come along and let us have your written 
views. 
You can also write to MSDC – on or before 

14 March. 


