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Chairman’s Column
Keith Welham, Stowupland Parish Council

December/January 2017

It seems impossible that, when you read this, 2016 will 
be coming to an end.  There have been some monumental decisions taken 
during the year, not least the vote to leave the European Union and the 
election of Donald Trump as American President.  Not many of us would 
have seen those coming.  The effects upon us of those decisions will 
probably be felt as we progress through 2017.  One decision that will affect 
us all in the coming years is the Planning Inspector’s decision to allow 175 
homes to be built to the north of the village envelope.  There is also the 
prospect of permissions being granted for many more.  There has been 
dialogue with the owners and agents of the land fronting B1115 and Thorney 
Green Road and the land on A1120 opposite the church.  I had hoped that 
the present owners of the land between Gipping Road and A1120 would 
have been open to discussions with the Parish Council but we will probably 
have to wait until the land is sold and then we can approach the new 
owner.  We have no timescale for what happens next but, at some stage, a 
further planning application covering details of the proposal will need to be 
submitted.

Claire and I had a very useful meeting with the Business Manager and one 
of the Governors of the High School.  They are planning a change in their 
admissions policy to take effect from September 2018 and this should, 
hopefully, result in fewer students coming from far afield.  The school are 
very close to agreement with Suffolk County Council over details of the 
length of the Safer Route to School scheme within their site.  Completion 
of this project and the change in admissions policy should show some 
reduction in the number of students being taken to and from school in 
private cars.  Claire and I have often raised with the school concerns about 
flooding from the ditch near Steeple View.  The school are appointing 
a drainage engineer to review the way the school site is drained and, 
hopefully, that ditch will no longer be a problem.  The school will be updating 
their school travel plan and providing road safety training for students.

In October, Morris Brand and I met with James Finch, SCC Cabinet Member 
for Highways, and David Stiff, Area Highways Manager.  We made them fully 
aware of highway concerns within Stowupland and they have agreed to look 
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again at the possibility of carrying out a major maintenance job on Thorney 
Green Road.  Many other matters were discussed including the unfinished 
‘gateway’ on A1120 approach from A14, the poor quality of maintenance 
work, failure to replace white line markings, the lack of planning of 
works and poor supervision, unsatisfactory signing of road closures 
and diversionary routes.  We also explained that support from highway 
representatives dealing with traffic aspects of the Gladman applications 
was unsatisfactory and that we would expect better in the future.  We are 
waiting to hear back on some of the points raised but the white lines have 
been replaced and traffic counter tubes have been placed in Gipping Road 
and Rendalls Lane.  The results of these traffic counts may support our 
request for a 30 mph limit and better maintenance of our roads.  Morris has 
now resigned from the Council in preparation for his move north of Hadrian’s 
Wall.  We wish him and Irene well in Scotland and thank them both for their 
contributions to the life of the village.

I am optimistic that the repairs to damage caused by vehicles accessing 
The Green for Music on The Green will finally be carried out.  The individual 
who promised to arrange for the work to be completed at no cost to the 
Parish Council was finally tracked down but was no longer employed by the 
company that he said would carry out the work.  However, that company 
have seen what needs to be done and will carry out the work when weather 
permits.  This has taken far too long to resolve but lessons have been 
learned.

It is good to have a regular attendance by residents at Parish Council 
meetings but we would like to see more.  Why not make a New Year’s 
resolution to come along to a meeting.  The Council meets on the second 
Thursday of every month at 7.30 in the URC church meeting room.  
Everyone is given an opportunity to speak so if you wish to have a say about 
anything in Stowupland, we will be pleased to see you.  You might even 
decide that you could become a parish councillor.

Finally, I’d like to wish you all a very happy Christmas.   I wonder what 2017 
will bring.

Keith Welham,
(Chairman Stowupland Parish Council.)



4  

District Councillor's Report
District Councillor Report to Parish Council, December 2016

It is proving very difficult to find out any details of the move 
of the Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Council offices to 
Endeavour House in Ipswich.  Little snippets are heard, 
much of it contradictory.  A local Conservative councillor 

has said that there will be satellite offices at Eye, Needham and Stowmarket 
but the Leaders of the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Administrations have both 
said that there will be only one point of contact for residents in each district.  
We have heard that it is likely that District Council and Planning Committee 
meetings would be held in village halls and other places.  I am concerned 
about the logistics and cost of setting up for these meetings but there may not 
be suitable meeting venues available in Endeavour House. 

One of the recent actions of the Conservative Administration is to do away 
with the cross-party Programme Steering Boards which had the potential 
of being a relatively informal discussion group to review progress against 
strategic priorities and offer advice.  These have been replaced by a number 
of Theme Boards made up solely of Conservative members.  They do not 
meet in public and have no press or opposition members in attendance.  
We have no opportunity to keep residents informed or provide any input.  
Opposition councillors do not oppose Conservative proposals for the sake 
of opposing them.  We prefer to work with portfolio holders and officers to 
achieve what is best for the residents of Mid Suffolk, keeping you all informed 
and feeding back comments and suggestions.  Some work may still be carried 
out by specific Task and Finish Groups and I have been nominated to be a 
member of the group to develop a Strategic Leisure Strategy.  This will include 
indoor and outdoor sports and informal play as well as built leisure facilities.

I have mentioned in the past how user unfriendly the separate Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk websites have been and how difficult it is for residents and, in 
particular, Parish Clerks to get in touch with officers and obtain up-to-date 
information.  I’m pleased that the two districts have launched a draft version 
of their new website and it can be viewed via midsuffolk.gov.uk and clicking 
on the ‘new website’ tab.  Please take a look and let me have your comments.  
It is due to go fully live and replace the existing separate websites at the end 
of 2016 or early in 2017.

There is an extreme shortage of emergency bed and breakfast and temporary 
accommodation in Mid Suffolk for individuals, couples or families who are 
made homeless for whatever reason.  We have recently seen a family evicted 
from their rented home in Stowmarket and placed in B&B accommodation in 
Ipswich because there was nowhere in Mid Suffolk for them to go.  As a result 
of questions raised at the recent District Council meeting, officers have been 
instructed to come up with a strategy for providing for people made homeless 
in our area.  This is vital and urgent as we have a decreasing number of 



Over 20 years industry experience 

 Full or part re-wires 
 Consumer unit upgrades 
 Internal/external sockets & lights 
 Under floor heating systems 
 Recessed lights 
 Home cinema systems 
 Multi room audio systems 
 CCTV (including remote viewing on smart phones)
 Automated gates 
 Full public liability insurance 

For a free no obligation quotation, please 
contact us 

Tel: 01449 614020 
Mobile: 07909 524552 

Email: richard@rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
Web: www.rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
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council owned properties. Benefit cuts and the introduction of Universal 
Credit could well result in an increasing number of families being unable to 
pay rent.

Devolution has not gone away; or has it?  I cannot see the government 
forcing the reluctant Norfolk Districts into a devolution agreement; and 
Norfolk County Council appear to be reconsidering their position.  So we 
have to wait to see what is on offer from the government.  They seem 
reluctant to give devolved powers to a single county but did so for Cornwall.  
Councillor Studd and I should hear more details at the District/Parish liaison 
meeting being held before the Parish Council meeting and we will be able 
to update you verbally.  A District Council meeting will be held at Needham 
Market on 21 November to consider any offer that might then be on the table.

There is still no date for Planning Committee to consider the application for 
18 new homes on land fronting Church Road, opposite the church.  Planning 
officers tell me that they are anticipating an application for housing on land 
adjacent to the field which is the site of the undecided application for 75 
houses on land to the north of B1115 and west of Thorney Green Road.  In 
the meantime an extension of time for deciding the original application has 
been granted so that it is unlikely to go to committee until next year, possibly 
in February.

Keith Welham, District Councillor, Stowupland ward 
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Parish Council Report
November 2016

There were 8 members of the public at the November 
meeting of the Parish Council along with 7 Councillors.

District and County Councillor Reports:
The District Councillor’s report can be found elsewhere in Telstar.                                                           
The County Councillor was unable to attend due to work commitments 
but Councillor Green did submit a report that was read out in his absence.  
There are currently two consultations out from SCC with regards to school 
admissions and household waste recycling centres and service and he 
would like people to look online and to make their comments accordingly.  
The A1120 gateway scheme is due to be installed on 24th November after 
a delay due to the original order for it being made for only one side of the 
road. Gary Green says that he met with the cabinet member for education 
and an education officer to discuss the parking issues around the village 
to see what pressure can be applied to the school but felt that he had little 
influence now that the school had become an Academy.  He is hopeful that 
after the recent meeting between the Parish Council and Highways that 
many of the outstanding issues including the route to school will soon be 
solved.

Resignation:
The Chairman read out a letter of resignation from Councillor Brand who 
is returning to Scotland after serving on the Parish Council for the last 
10 years.  He offered his thanks to all members of the Council and to the 
Clerk for all their support.  Members spoke words of gratitude to Morris 
for his service as a Councillor.  This now leaves 2 vacant positions for new 
Councillors and the Clerk would be pleased to hear from anyone who is 
interested in joining the Parish Council.

Matters of Report from Previous Meetings:
The Chairman reported that he has been in contact with Morrisons Utility 
Services who had advised that they had not been aware of any promises 
made on their behalf by an ex-employee of theirs, Mr Wilden, but they 
felt that as these promises had been made in their name, they would do 
their best to honour them.  To this end the PC Chairman is due to meet a 
Supervisor from Morrisons on 11th November to see what needs to be done 
including replacing the sign that was knocked down and is now missing.  
There is some doubt about the works carried out by Temec to repair the 
crossing made across the track leading to Green Farm as Mrs Carter 
observed the contractors moving the stones etc. that were already there but 
did not see any new materials used to fill the voids.  It was agreed that this 
will be investigated within the next few days.  The Chairman appreciates 
that this has gone on for far too long and as soon as the contractor working 
in Grays Close brings the topsoil over from his site, the work will be carried 
out.
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The Clerk reported that the loop system has now been installed into the 
URC Hall and thanked Councillor Green for funding this from his locality 
budget.  The two damaged signs that she reported to Highways last month 
have still not been repaired.  She has received quotes from two contractors 
to supply and fit new gates to the overflow car park at the Village Hall.  One 
of the contractors had offered alternative quotes, one for one large gate to 
be fitted and an alternative quote for two smaller gates to be fitted.  Overall 
it was felt that two gates would be preferable to a single gate and the other 
contractor will be asked to submit another quote for two gates and it was 
agreed that the lower quote should be accepted.  Work to lay the new slabs 
in the Cemetery is scheduled for the end of November.  To date there has 
been no formal offers for the position of village handyman so the Clerk 
will continue to advertise.  She reported that she and Councillor Welham 
had had a productive meeting with representatives from the Academy 
with some positive outcomes on both sides.  The school are fully aware 
of the parking problems within the village as currently 40% of the pupils 
live outside the catchment area for school transport.  However, from 2018 
with the new admissions policy there will be a smaller allocation of places 
for out of area primary schools.  They are keen to promote the school in 
the village and are looking to do some of this through Telstar.  They also 
recognise the litter and pupil behaviour problems and hope to involve pupils 
in litter picks in the future.  They are also keen to reach a decision about 
the safer route to school through the school premises as they now own the 
land and have control of their own finances and are due to meet with SCC 
shortly to discuss this further.  Currently SCC has still to secure a route 
from the Academy to Freeman Primary School and sort out the details of 
the materials for the route across The Green.  The Clerk also reported that 
the skip in the Cemetery had been emptied and that a photographic survey 
had been undertaken by herself and Councillor Welham to identify the work 
required within the Cemetery.  She has found a volunteer to make a new 
notice board for the Cemetery.  She advised that the hedges in Mill Street 
had been cut back and she had received three quotes for work to be carried 
out to remove conifers from the Play Park and one of these quotes was 
agreed.

Public Forum:
Mrs Bloom still has her doubts on the need for a route across the 
Green to make the safer route to school but noted that recently she 
had counted 50 cars parked on both sides of The Green waiting 
for students to come out of school.  She also wondered how 
the sandbag trial was going.  This has yet to be fully evaluated.                                                                                                                                   
Mrs Carter enquired as to how the Parish Council were going to approach 
any requests for another Music on the Green event.  She was advised that 
the situation has not arisen as yet but should it do so, there will be a public 
meeting to listen to what the residents would like before any decision was 
taken.  She was also concerned about the number of cars that are parked 
on the driveway to Green Farm whilst the owners wander off with their dogs 
to run loose on The Green.  When this occurs it makes it difficult for them to 
move large machinery down the driveway. Mrs Sharman advised that there 
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is a dog bin lying down in Chapel Lane.  She also stated that the last time 
the Chapel had an event and were given permission for cars to park on the 
Green, some of the cars were parked on the track blocking their route onto 
the road.  This will be mentioned to the Chapel event organisers.  She also 
advised that the refuse collectors often leave the empty bins so that they 
obscure their view when joining the main road. 
Linda Freeman was concerned about the ever-increasing number of 
molehills on The Green.  The Parish Council agreed to take action.

Sub-Committees:
Forthcoming events organised by the Community Events sub-committee 
include a quiz and bingo in November and on 6th and 8th December 
the Xmas parties for residents of Jubilee Court and Steeple View.  As 
well as food, there will be entertainment including a group of children 
singing for the residents.  On 2nd December the committee are 
joining the Freeman school at the Village Hall for their Christmas Fayre 
and will be running a tombola to raise funds for community events.                                                                                                                              
The Environment sub-committee will be fixing a date within the next week to 
carry out a Green inspection and produce a schedule of work for 2017/18.   
The Footpath sub-committee have drawn up an action plan to 
help prevent dog fouling and this can be seen elsewhere in Telstar.                                                                                                                           
The Play Park working group are due to meet with equipment suppliers and 
will then make a final decision on suitable new play equipment for the park.                                                                                                   
Representatives of the Transport, Traffic and Safety sub-committee met 
with Cabinet Member James Finch at Endeavour House to talk about the 
highway issues in Stowupland.  As a result of that meeting some traffic 
counters have been installed in both Rendalls Lane and Gipping Road to 
monitor traffic levels.  Other outcomes are still awaited.  The Neighbourhood 
Planning Advisory sub-committee have applied for a grant to cover the 
cost of a consultant to carry out a landscape assessment of Stowupland.  
The Parish Council had been supplied with details of three landscape 
consultants and agreed to appoint their preferred choice. Councillor Voden 
will be attending the next SALC AGM to be held in November.

Councillor Reports:
Councillor Studd reported that a tree overhanging Maple Road and 
Hornbeam Road junction is being hit by high vehicles.
Councillor Carter will be putting the Parish Council wreath on the war 
memorial for Armistice Day.

Clerks Report:
The Clerk asked for permission to attend the clerk networking day and 
following the briefing at SALC she would be interested in leading the Council 
in working towards the Foundation level of the Council Award Scheme in 
2017.  These requests were both agreed.  She also invited the councillors 
to the Telstar AGM on 16th November.  She advised that her husband had 
cleaned both the war memorial and the village sign for which the Parish 
Council were grateful.
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Mid Suffolk Liaison Meeting:
Councillor Studd reported that both he and Councillor Welham had attended 
the above meeting and were not impressed with the measures so far taken 
to secure a 5 year housing plan.  The proposed timescale for consultation 
on a draft Joint Local Plan is spring 2017.  It is likely to take a further year 
to complete the procedures to obtain approval to the plan.  Following 
the move for Mid Suffolk and Babergh to Endeavour House in May 2017, 
they are looking to have one outreach centre in the Babergh area and one 
in Mid Suffolk, likely to be in Stowmarket.  Although there will be staff in 
attendance, the vision is for them only to be assisting people to use the 
digital terminals within the outreach centres to find out the information they 
require using the online facilities.  If people need to speak to someone, 
this will be achieved via a video link to someone in Endeavour House.  As 
Endeavour House does not have appropriate meeting rooms, a number of 
meetings will have to be held around the district in various venues such 
as village halls and this will require staff to put together all the equipment 
required for such meetings and transport to each venue.  They are also 
looking to make it easier to make telephone contact with only one number 
and a voice recognition system to direct callers to whatever department they 
wish to speak to.  They are also currently working on a new single website 
for any online connection.  There is a devolution meeting on 21st November 
and if it is agreed at this meeting that devolution with Norfolk is to go ahead, 
and all other relevant councils agree, it should mean the mayoral elections 
will take place next May.
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Sandy Smith

STOWUPLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
2 Broomspath Road, Stowupland, Suffolk, IP14 4DB 

Clerk: Claire Pizzey 
 01449 677005  (10am-noon Tuesdays-Thursdays) 

 clairepizzey@outlook.com  
 

 
Stowupland Parish Council are seeking contractors or 
individuals to carry out work around the village when 
required.    

The rate of pay is £8.34 (for use of own tools and equipment).   
Rising to £8.61 from April 2017.    

If you would like to be considered for the above then please 
contact the clerk for more details.  
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

 

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

          Domestic & Commercial 

            Spot & Stain removal 

          Stain guard application 

            Flea/ pest removal 

          Professionally trained 

               Police checked 

           BILL STEVENITT LTD 

Tel: 07873 266409/ 01473 310648 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
FOR ONE DAY ONLY    SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER 

      ALL OUR VOUCHERS COME WITH 50% EXTRA FREE!! 
 

EG: SPEND £20 GET A VOUCHER FOR £30 
Perfect Christmas present for the keen gardener. 

 

WE WILL BE OPEN 10AM TIL 4PM WITH HOMEMADE SOUP AND SAUSAGE ROLLS. 
 

PERFECT PERENNIALS PLANT NURSERY @ EARL STONHAM 01449 711320 
 

For more details please go to www.perfectperennials.co.uk 
 or find us on Facebook   Conditions apply.   Vouchers valid from Good Friday - Sept 30th 2017 
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 Stowupland Sports and Social Club 
Open Sundays 

1.00PM-6.00PM 

SHOWING SKY SPORTS 

 



12

I enjoy visiting the coast and estuaries during winter with their endless 
supply of ducks, geese and waders. I can sit for hours just listening; the 
Redshank is normally the first to give alarm; with its harsh volley of piping 
notes it is called the “sentinel of the marsh” for good reason. One of the 
most evocative of calls is the Curlew, with its crescendo of notes its call can 
be quite unnerving on a still foggy dawn if the bird is nearby. Widgeon and 
Teal are very vocal ducks with their whistling high pitched calls. Geese, on 
the other hand, with their honking calls, if seen and heard in their hundreds, 
as in North Norfolk, can be quite magical as they fly and call at a distance. 
As the birds get closer the noise can be overpowering.

The Starling murmerations are still in various locations if you have not seen 
them. Also if you wish to observe large numbers of waders and geese RSPB 
Snettisham in Norfolk is a must. Pick the highest of tides for your visit and 
you should not be disappointed; the reserve also holds goose breakfast 
walks which, as it suggests, is early morning starts to observe the geese 
and various estuary wildlife.

One visit I try to make during the winter months is to Horsey Seal Colony. 
The weather can be bracing but is well worth it as hundreds of Grey Seals 
haul themselves onto the beach to give birth. At times hundreds of white 
pups can be seen and for cuteness they get top marks.

I have encountered flocks of Golden Plover in their hundreds this autumn 
and I have also come across Bearded Tits at sites I have not seen them 
before. Perhaps with the milder winters they are extending into other 
areas. Recently I have been photographing Kingfishers from a hide and 
have witnessed them diving and catching small perch. These birds are just 
amazing; not only their smart dress attire but their diving skills even outdo 
Tom Daley.

Whilst on a fungi foray at Brandon Country Park recently I came across a 
Cauliflower fungus. Imagine a large, loose, flesh coloured cauliflower. This 
is the first I have discovered; they normally grow at the base of trees and 
attain the size of a football. 

The weather has changed to winter mode with frosts and chilly nights; this 
time of year can be quite depressing if you let it. With the dark evenings 
and cold mornings and autumn watch now long gone even TV can be 
uninspiring at this time of year. BUT NO!!!! have an early breakfast, on 

Countryside Rambler       
Brian Ward
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with your winter coat, scarf and woolly hat and get out there. Embrace the 
frosty morning and ignore your breath as you exhale, look for the last frosty 
cobweb in the hedgerow, study the twigs that adorn Jack Frost. Go to the 
woods and wade through the endless colours of fallen leaves. If all of this 
is too much just open your back door and look up into the clear winter sky 
and marvel at our solar system. All of this is free so why not enjoy it.

MAY I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH YOU ALL A MERRY FESTIVE 
SEASON AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
Book Group:  Patricia Hodgkins 01449 672127 
Baby and Toddler Group:  Dawn Lovitt 07766 661396 
Bowls Club:  Susan Boorman 01449 614673 
Country & Western Dance: Winston & Janet Adams 01206 501866
Dance Club:  May & Paul Durham  01449 672601
Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770895
Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770080 
Sports & Social Club: Shaun Langford 07934 194486
W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615386
Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673185
Mobile Library:    07721 879855

Telstar is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.com 
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Local History Group               

November Meeting
There’s nothing like a good ghost story – and Robert Halliday 
presented us with a wonderful collection of eerie experiences 
and legends of Suffolk ghosts: a dark figure near the Stowmarket 
cemetery gates, a poltergeist that terrified a cat, the brown monk of 
Bury St Edmunds, a phantom carriage (later to become a phantom 
car) and even a phantom house!  There were animal ghosts too, most 
famously Black Shuck, the huge shaggy dog said to haunt Bungay 
and up and down the coast.  If there are not many people about and 
the temperature suddenly drops and objects begin to move around… 

Neil’s Notes
This is the second in a series on people who may not have lived in 
Stowupland but owned land here. It may have been bought as an 
investment or to provide an income for a wife and dependants should 
the buyer die. 
In the last article we saw that the Rebow family held land in the 
parish over several generations. This time we look at Charles Bree. 
In the 1860s Bree purchased some 50 acres of land and cottages in 
Stowupland, including Oak Farm and Elm Farm, which on his death in 
1886 he left to his widow who retained the property until her death in 
1906.

CHARLES ROBERT BREE (1811 - 1886) was a doctor practising in 
Stowmarket. In April 1834 he took over the practice of J. F. Freeman 
by arrangement with Freeman’s widow. The house he and his family 
lived in and where he carried on his practice is now known as 
Stricklands and what is now Stricklands Road was known as Bree’s 
Lane, later corrupted to Breeze Lane. 
Charles originated in Ambleside in Cumberland, receiving his medical 
education in York and then University College London. In his second 
year he went with other students to Warsaw, returning via Berlin. His 
first practice was in Bildeston. It was probably at this time he became 
acquainted with Reverend Professor Henslow of the neighbouring 
parish of Hitcham. 

S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770895 
or email: marion@astronomer.plus.com
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In 1845 Charles married Frances Elizabeth Henniker, eldest daughter 
of the Reverend Sir Augustus Henniker of Plashwood, Haughley and 
Rector of Thornham Parva. One day in December of that year, whilst 
her father was away, Bree met Frances with a carriage near her home 
and they eloped to Bury, making their way to Tintagel in Cornwall 
where they were married by his brother Rev. Robert Stapyldon Bree. 
She was 24 and Charles was 11 years older. Maybe Bree was thought 
not to be a suitable match, hence the need to elope.
In his role as doctor Charles started a Penny Club for the poor to 
enable them to save weekly for medical treatment. This scheme 
came in for a lot of criticism in both the local press and The Lancet. 
Later in the 1850s he went on to practice at Colchester and Essex 
Hospital where he was a senior physician. At this time his wife 
Frances managed the Colchester Industrial School, which trained 
underprivileged girls for domestic service. On his retirement he lived 
in Long Melford.
Dr. Bree was also a naturalist, author of “The History of Birds of 
Europe, not observed in the British Isles,” and “Popular Illustrations of 
the Lower Forms of Life.”
Although remaining friends with Reverend Professor Henslow, 
Bree was critical of Henslow’s friend and colleague Charles Darwin 
and published the first book to refute Darwin’s theory of evolution 
“Species Not Transmutable, Nor the Result of Secondary Causes: 
Being a Critical Examination of Mr. Darwin’s Work Entitled “Origin and 
Variation of Species”
Bree was also joint-editor of The Naturalist, a Fellow of the Zoological 
Society and a J. P. for Essex and Suffolk. 

Talking Point
We asked about moats in the village, noting that two are detailed in 
Rev A.G.H. Hollingsworth’s book.  One is at Columbine Hall and the 
other – confirmed by Ena Carter’s notes and some peering at maps – 
is at Gipping Farm, which was the home of Ena and Jack Carter.  The 
farmhouse is not within the three-sided moat but it is thought that 
a medieval property may have been in that position.  Hollingsworth 
believed that such moats dated back to Anglo-Saxon defences but it 
seems they are more likely to be medieval.
For our next ‘Talking Point’, what is a scuppit?
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Donation
We are very grateful for the donation of books that belonged to the 
late Melvin Mullenger, much appreciated by our members.

Programme
Dec 7th     ‘Suffolk Children in Care: the Story of St John’s Home, 
Ipswich’ by Linda Sexton
Starting as part of Ipswich workhouse in 1871, St John’s Home did 
not close until the 1950s.  Many Suffolk families have connections 
to the home. Linda Sexton has written a book about it and holds 
the largest collection of photographs of the institution.  Small 
contributions of seasonal fare will be welcome and donations will be 
in aid of Barnardo’s. We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Visitors 
are always welcome and refreshments are available.  Admission is £1 
for members, £3 for non-members.
Please note that we do not meet in January.  Our first meeting 
of 2017 will be on Feb 1st when we look forward to welcoming 
Kate Jewell and her talk about medieval entertainers: ‘Minstrels 
and Mayhem’.  Further details of our programme will follow in the 
February edition of Telstar.

                                                     IN AID OF THE 

Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital and                                                                                         
The Make- a- Wish Foundation 

                                 14 Bury street, Stowmarket. IP14 IRA 

 We accept donations of clothes, books, toys etc and are now in a position 
to accept donations of furniture. If you cannot deliver items of furniture 
we will arrange to have them collected. 

           Phone 07900640441 (mobile)       Hours as usual 10am to 4.0pm 

                      Thank you for your support and donations 
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Community Speed Watch Morris Brand 

Following my article in last month’s issue, I am very pleased to announce 
that another volunteer came forward to join the Community Speed Watch 
team. This is great news; however, we still need more!  So once again ladies 
and gentlemen, I ask you to consider coming forward.  If we can recruit a 
few more personnel, even giving us one hour a month, we can keep CSW 
in existence.  I cannot stress enough how important it is in our efforts to 
‘kill the speed’ in our village.  So please, if you can spare an hour or two a 
month, get in touch with us.  Contact details are at the back of the Telstar.  
 
I reported last month that it would be my last report but, here I am once 
more!  I can assure you however, that this IS my last report.  By the time 
you read this, I will have stood down as a Parish Councillor and preparing 
to make the move back north.  I delayed my resignation in order that I could 
accompany our Chairman to a meeting with Cabinet Member James Finch, 
to discuss the many highway related safety issues we have in Stowupland. 
Obviously at the time of writing, I do not know the full outcome of the 
meeting but I am hopeful that we can explain our problems and get some 
positive results.  
 
You will see that the ‘sand bag’ edging has been installed on Thorney 
Green. I don’t know if it is solving the traffic congestion problem, but it is 
safeguarding the edge of The Green!  You will also see that the Gateway on 
the A1120 at the entrance to the village has at last been started (I hope that 
by the time you read this, it will be completed!).  We have again asked the 
question as to why no repairs took place in Thorney Green Road, despite 
the road being closed for two days in late September!  We will of course 
continue to badger Suffolk County Council to get the rest of our problems 
resolved.  I should point out that Stowupland is not unique with complaints.  
Many more villages throughout the County are experiencing problems of a 
similar nature.  
 
So, this is it, my final article for Telstar!  As I said last month, we will be back 
visiting the village in the future when we come to visit our family and it will 
be there that we will hope to see some if not all, of the friends we have made 
over the years.  Irene and I wish everyone very best wishes for a long and 
successful future.  
 
Morris Brand
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Stowupland Annual Parish Meeting does Bake off! 

 
An annual Parish Meeting is organised by the Parish 

Council and is held in April or May.   It is an opportunity for the Parish 
Council, organisations and charities within the village to report on their 
activities during the year.   It is also an opportunity for resident to ask 
questions and provide feedback to all these groups. 
 
Next year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 April 2017. 
It will bring something new to the village when the Annual Parish meeting 
does Stowupland Bake off. 
 
The evening will begin with the judging of the bake off competition.   Giving 
residents the opportunity to talk to the council and other village 
organisations. 
 
All residents, village organisations and charities will be able to enter the 
competition under the following:- 
 
Groups 

 Under 11 
 11-18 years 
 Adults 

 
Categories 

 Celebration cakes 
 Cupcakes and muffins 
 Misc. 

 
Please put the date in your diary and dust off those baking books.    
 
More details to follow early next year. 
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MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL

Please ensure your bins are presented  
by 06:30am on the day of collection.

There will be no brown bin collections over Christmas and New Year 
(between 26th December and 6th January)  

Please check www.midsuffolk.gov.uk for further details
From Monday 9th January normal waste and recycling collections resume

Waste Helpline: 01449 778678

Christmas & New Year  
Waste & Recycling  

Collection Schedule 
2016/17

Usual Collection Revised Collection Change

R
ef

us
e

Monday 19 December Monday 19 December No change
Tuesday 20 December Tuesday 20 December No change

Wednesday 21 December Wednesday 21 December No change
Thursday 22 December Thursday 22 December No change

Friday 23 December Friday 23 December No change

R
ec

yc
lin

g

Monday 26 December Tuesday 27 December 1 day late
Tuesday 27 December Wednesday 28 December 1 day late

Wednesday 28 December Thursday 29 December 1 day late
Thursday 29 December Friday 30 December 1 day late

Friday 30 December Saturday 31 December 1 day late

R
ef

us
e

Monday 2 January Tuesday 3 January 1 day late
Tuesday 3 January Wednesday 4 January 1 day late

Wednesday 4 January Thursday 5 January 1 day late
Thursday 5 January Friday 6 January 1 day late

Friday 6 January Saturday 7 January 1 day late

Working Together
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Success for the Telstar Team
The Telstar team had a successful entry into the Suffolk Association 
of Local Councils News Letter of the year competition; we were 
entered in the larger village’s category.  Telstar was judged “Runners 
Up” there were a number of entries so this was a great achievement 
for the team.

This has been a good year for Telstar now in our 53rd year; it was 
started by the Parish Council in August 1963. Over the years the 
Telstar team has change personnel many times but our aim and focus 
remains the same, to produce a first class magazine for the village, 
about the village. 

This editorial committee is made up of Claire Pizzey, Joyce Gardiner, 
Sally Reeves, Liz Voden, Marion Harris, and Keith Welham. They are 
responsible for the content preparation and distribution of Telstar. 
Vital to our success is our contributors who keep us updated with 
articles on “village life” and news of organisations and community 
events in the village and surrounding area.  We welcome contributions 
from anyone in the village. 

Also the committee could not manage without the hard work of 
our volunteer distributors who pound the streets of Stowupland to 
ensure the magazine is delivered on time, come rain or come shine 
.Advertising also plays a big part in the monthly issue, thank you 
to all who advertise regularly, your support is most welcome and 
the income goes a long way to 
support our production costs.

So it is a big thank you to the 
“Telstar team” for all your hard 
work and congratulations to you 
all on gaining this well deserved 
award.

Finally thank you to the Parish 
Council who continues to support 
us with grant funding every year.  
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Holy Trinity Church
MINISTER REV DAVID SWALES

As a teacher for over twenty years I got used to having more than one 
start to the New Year. There was the one in January which was celebrated 
with a late night, festivities and occasional dancing. There was also the 
one near the beginning of September which was celebrated with an early 
night and some new stationery and a sense that the long summer holidays 
were behind. Though they were marked in different ways they did give the 
opportunity to reflect on what had gone before and what was to come.
As a curate, I now have another new year to deal with; the beginning of the 
church’s new year which starts with the season of advent. Now, this won’t 
be marked with a late night and dancing or new stationery, but rather the 
awareness of entering into a special season of the church’s year.

Advent is a time of preparation and reflection. A time to look forward to the 
defining moment in human history and reflect on what that means. A time in 
church when each Sunday we think of the way in which God has shown His 
love to us throughout history: the love which culminates in the birth of His 
Son on Christmas Day. We do this by lighting our advent wreath on the four 
Sundays leading up to Christmas.

The Church year begins with Advent and continues with the wonderful 
celebration of the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day. Throughout the benefice 
we will be celebrating this wonderful demonstration of God’s love. 
Early in December we hold our Christingle Services (the one with oranges, 
candles, cocktail sticks and sweets) which speaks of God’s love shining in 
the world and gives an opportunity to support the work of the Children’s 
Society. Our Carol services provide a chance to sing our favourite carols and 
retell the story of Christmas, which again is told in a slightly different way 
in our Crib Services. Our Midnight Services allow us to celebrate together 
and wish each other Happy Christmas as soon as the day begins. And on 
Christmas Day our Family Communion services are a joyful celebration 
where we tell of some of the presents we have received, as well as 
remembering the greatest gift we will ever receive in the birth of Jesus.
You are welcome to join us for some or all of these celebrations across the 
Benefice. For times and venues of these services please see the separate 
list of service times.

With all this happening throughout the month of December perhaps it is 
a good idea to not celebrate the arrival of the new church year with a late 
night and dancing. Instead I should spend the beginning of this New Year 
reflecting on God’s outrageous love for each of us and save my energy to 
celebrate the wonderful events that Christmas brings. How will you spend 
this Advent season?
I look forward to seeing you over this month as we celebrate together.
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Prayers at Holy Trinity
Throughout each month at Holy Trinity we commit to pray for our community. 
Prayers are said at each service and when we gather together for prayers 
each Wednesday at 4pm in the Church Hall. If you would like to join us then 
please come along. 
To help us with our prayers we have developed a Prayer Diary for the parish 
which focuses each day on different streets and groups within the church 
and village. If there are situations you would like the church community to 
pray for or if you would like further details about prayer for our community, 
then please contact Revd David or Revd Chris. If there are issues you would 
like prayer for which are more personal or private, then once again contact 
Revd David or Revd Chris who would be happy to pray with and for you.

Vicar:  Revd David Swales Tel: 01449 675503

Curate: Revd Chris Hood  Tel. 01449 677257

Churchwarden: Mrs Ann Doubtfire  Tel. 01449 770363

 Mrs Sue Hayter Tel. 01449 613710

Church Email: holytrinityuk@hotmail.com

               www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice

CHURCH SERVICES in DECEMBER

4th Dec 9.30am Parish Communion
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service – church with a difference!

11th Dec 9.30am Morning Worship & ¬Trinity Starz¬
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

12th Dec (Mon) 10.30am Carols at Steeple View – All Welcome!

14th Dec (Wed) 2.00pm Carols at Jubilee Court – All Welcome!

18th Dec 9.30am Parish Communion (BCP)
 6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service

24th Dec 4.00pm Crib Service
 11.30pm Midnight Communion

25th Dec 10.00am Family Service & Communion
         
(BCP) – Book of Common Prayer) 
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CHURCH SERVICES in JANUARY

1st Jan 9.30am Parish Communion

8th Jan 9.30am Morning Worship & ¬Trinity Starz¬
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service – church with a difference!
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

15th Jan 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30am Morning Prayer (BCP)

16th Jan (Mon) 10.30am Songs of Praise at Steeple View     
 – All Welcome!

22nd Jan 9.30am Christian Unity Service joined by URC
 6.30pm Parish Communion
         
(BCP) – Book of Common Prayer)

A PRAYER:
O God, who by the birth of your Son in the stable of Bethlehem made 
highest heaven stoop to lower earth: give us grace so to ponder in 
our hearts this great and mighty wonder that we may respond with 
gladness to your unspeakable gift, and be raised at last from earth to 
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY:
Come and enjoy our Christingle Service, in aid of the above, to be 
held in Holy Trinity Church on Sunday, 4th December at 4.00pm.  A 
warm welcome is extended to you all! 

SHOEBOXES:
Thank you for the generosity of everyone who filled shoeboxes for 
Romania.  We sent off over 100 boxes from the three churches.  Many 
thanks, Nancy.

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT:
The collection at the Carol Service will again go to The Church 
Housing Trust.  The CHT is dedicated to the rehabilitation and 
resettlement of homeless people of all ages and backgrounds on a 
long term basis, supporting over 60 projects including hostels, day 
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centres, winter shelter, women’s refuges and mother & baby care.  
Please come along, bring your friends and families, and give as 
generously as you can.

CAROLS & MINCEPIES:
Come along and sing your favourite Carols & Christmas Songs at 
the Annual Carols & Mincepies evening on Thursday 15th December 
at 7.00pm in the Church Hall.  There will be mincepies, sausage 
rolls, tea, coffee and squash, also a raffle and retiring collection.  All 
proceeds from the evening will be donated to the Grundisburgh Ward 
at Ipswich Hospital. See page no 11.

CALLING MUMS, DADS & CHILDREN:
You are all warmly invited to the following events :- CHRISTINGLE on 
4th December at 4.00pm ; The CRIB SERVICE is on Christmas Eve 
at 4.00pm where the children hear the Christmas story and help make 
the Crib; and the ALL-AGE FAMILY SERVICE on Christmas Day at 
10.00am which is followed by a short Communion for those who wish 
to stay.

STEEPLE VIEW & JUBILEE COURT:
The residents warmly invite you to join them for their Carol Services, 
at Jubilee Court on Wednesday, 14th December, and at Steeple View 
on Monday, 12th December at 10.30am (which is followed by a short 
Communion for those who wish to stay). 

CHRISTMAS PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH:  
The popular annual Christmas Ploughman’s Lunch will be held on 
Tuesday, December 13th in the Church Hall from 12 noon – 1.00pm.  
This will be a 3-course lunch; there will be a seasonal raffle. Tickets 
and further information from Ann Parsell on 01449 672592.

BEETLE DRIVES:
Come along and enjoy some fun in a friendly atmosphere at the 
Beetle Drive that will be held on Tuesday 24th January at 2.30pm in 
the Church Hall.  All are very welcome to join us!
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FOOD BANK BOX:
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in 
need of a helping hand over Christmas, there is a box at the back of 
the church for you to leave your items.  Thank you!

CHURCH HALL HIRE:
Please remember that the well-appointed Church Hall is available for 
hire at reasonable rates, and would be ideal for children’s parties and 
small groups/meetings.  For more information please contact John & 
Ann Parsell on 01449 672592.  Thank you.

Holy Trinity Church Stowupland 
We will be showing for the first time a collection of Christmas Nativity 
Scenes from countries around the world and local families.

The Church will be open for viewing; from 14th December, as follows

Wednesday 14.00 - 17.00 & 18.30 - 20.00

Thursday   14. 00 - 17.00  

Friday  14. 00 - 17.00 & 18.30 - 20.00

Saturday & Sunday 13.00 - 16.00

Christmas Refreshments (Donations)
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Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience

Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage
VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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Support ourVillage Hall
Management Committee
Reg.Charity No 304822 — Jerry Voden VHMC

Support Our Village Hall                           
REG CHARITY NO 304822

The Village Hall is situated on Church Rd and is available for Clubs, Groups, 
Private Parties and Weddings. Facilities include; 
• Small meeting room, ideal for small group meetings
• Large Main Hall                             
• Licensed Bar                                   
• Kitchen area available
• Ample Parking              
• There is also a range of re-cycling facilities some of which raise funds 

for the Village Hall
• For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch on 

01449 612156

Stowupland Village Hall update
Jerry Voden VHMC

As we move towards Christmas it is nice to see the hall being used for a 
number of Christmas fairs and village fund raising events. So on behalf 
of the committee I would like to say thank you to all our regular hirers 
for their continued support throughout this last year and wish you all 
a very happy Christmas and new year. The committee will continue to 
look at up grading the current facilities. Including new curtains and rails, 
new plastic litter bins for the hall and also new doors are planned for the 
storage area. Some of these projects are being planned for early 2017. 

We are still awaiting a date for training on the new defibulator which is 
located on the kitchen wall facing the front car park. As soon as we hear 
we will be in touch with organisations that have expressed an interest in 
training and arrange a date. 

We are still looking to increase our weekend bookings so if you would 
like to know more about the hall and its facilities please contact our 
booking secretary Hugh Blanch on 01449 612156.
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December Dates
Thurs 1       Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall 
Fri 2 Freeman School Christmas Fayre 3.30pm  Village Hall
Sat 3 P.C. Cemetery & Churchyard Sub. Com. 10.00am The Churchyard
Sun 4 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 5 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 6 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 6 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 6  Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 7 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 7 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 7 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 7 Local History Group – ‘St John’s 7.30pm Village Hall
  Children’s Home, Ipswich’ by Linda Sexton
Thurs 8 Parish Council 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 8 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 11    Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 12 Afternoon Fellowship - Carols 2.00pm URC Chapel
Mon 12 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 13 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 14 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 14 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 14 W.I. – Stowmarket Concert Band 7.30pm Village Hall        
Thurs 15 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 18 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 19 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 20 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 21 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thur 22 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 24 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Wed 28 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thur 29 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall

January Dates
Sun 1 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 3 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 3 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 3  Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 4 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 4 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 5 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 8       Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 9 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 10 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 11 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 11 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
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If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539621

Thurs 12 Parish Council 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 13 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – February issue
Sun 15 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 16 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 17 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 18 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 18 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 18 W.I. – ‘My Life in Music  7.30pm Village Hall
  (Me and My Cello)’        
Thur 19 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 22 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 23 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 24 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 24 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 25 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 25 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 26     P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.30pm V.H. Meeting Room
Thur 26 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 27 Coffee Morning 10.00am URC Chapel Hall
Sun 29 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 30 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 31 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 31 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 31  Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court

February Dates
Wed 1 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 1 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 1 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 1 Local History Group – ‘Minstrels and 7.30pm Village Hall
  Mayhem’ by Kate Jewell
Thurs 2 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 5       Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 6 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 7 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 7 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall

Future Events in 2017
March  6   Afternoon Fellowship
March 24,  Community Bingo (18+), with many more events to follow
April  21   Community Bingo (18+), with many more events to follow
April    25 Annual Parish Meeting does Bake Off!
Sept 13     ‘Harbour Lights’ traditional songs and music
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 The
����������United
��Reformed

���������Church

URC MINISTER Rev'd Chris Wood
Telephone: 01449 678173

We are now thinking about our Christmas 
Celebrations within the Chapel and at home. It’s hard to believe that it 
will soon be 2017. 

Once again a fantastic result for our Jumble Sale held on 12 
November. Although it was a very damp day there were lots of people 
who came and supported us. The amount raised was £902.00 and 
this has since been increased by donations to £952.00. Our grateful 
thanks to everyone who helped and worked so hard and also to those 
who came and spent.

Our Carol Service is on Sunday 11 December at 10.30am. Please 
come and celebrate with us on this day. 

There will not be a coffee morning in December; we commence 2017 
with a coffee morning on 27 January 10am to 12noon and then the 
last Friday of the month until November.

There is no service at the Chapel on Christmas Day. On Sunday 22 
January 2017 we will join Holy Trinity for a United Service for the 
week of prayer for Christian Unity. This service starts at 9.30am.

Services at the URC Chapel are held each Sunday at 10.30am and 
we cordially invite anyone who wishes to join us in our worship. A 
warm welcome awaits you. 

Our speakers for December and January are as follows:

04 December  Clive Herrod

11 December  Rev’d Chris Wood (Carol Service)

18 December  Irene Martin

01 January  John Webb

08 January  William Glasse

15 January  Rev’d Chris Wood
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22 January  At Holy Trinity United Service at 9.30am

29 January  Keith Scarff

Afternoon Fellowship Carol Service on Monday 12 December at 
2pm.
This service will be led by our minister, Rev’d Chris Wood, with the 
choir and music group from Stowupland High School accompanying 
the singing, followed by tea and mince pies. Please join us for a 
very enjoyable afternoon.  There will be a collection for St Elizabeth 
Hospice. The Carol Service is our last meeting until 6 March 2017 and 
we look forward to some interesting meetings in the New Year. 

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Peaceful 
New Year.

Mary Clark
Ministers Message

Prepare a Highway for our God!
The M62 motorway which connects Hull with Liverpool is an 
incredible feat of engineering. Conceived originally in 1930 it took 
over 40 years to come to fruition, and will have been challenging for 
all those involved – especially on the section over the Pennines where 
it rises to 1,221 feet above sea level, being the highest point of any 
motorway in England. Its construction had to make allowances for 
such things as a farmer that refused to leave his farm, the Pennine 
Way which crosses at its highest point, as well as accommodating 
inhospitable hilly terrain, peat bogs, and atrocious weather 
conditions. It has been suggested by some that you can tell when the 
motorway crosses over from Yorkshire into Lancashire as that’s when 
it becomes cobbled ….. (Only joking!)

Although difficult for traffic at the best of times because of the long 
hauls up steep inclines – especially lorries with their heavy loads –, 
the route has been made significantly easier through the building of 
numerous bridges across valleys that afford spectacular views, as 
well as the way they blasted through some of the hills to reduce the 
climb. It was even designed so that the motorway could remain open 
even in adverse weather conditions, using the wind to good effect, 
enabling drivers to travel over the Pennines while snow is falling thick 
and fast.
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Anyone that is prone to complain about this motorway should cast 
their minds back to the difficult routes over the Pennines prior to its 
construction, that would wind slowly through valleys or crawl over 
hills that seemed to take forever and a day, reinforcing the belief that 
the good Lord had created the Pennines to make it difficult to get 
between the two. With wonderful improvements to the road network, 
this route is now second only in popularity to the M25 motorway, and 
connects major towns and cities in the North, as well as two major 
ports (Hull and Liverpool).

This particular motorway reminds me of the key Advent passage from 
the Prophet Isaiah when he announces: ‘Prepare a highway across 
the desert for our God. Let every valley be raised, every mountain 
and hill be brought low, uneven ground be made smooth, and steep 
places become level’ [Isaiah 40: 3 – 4].  By using this illustration, the 
Prophet is offering a message of hope to a people who felt bereft of 
their God in a strange place, and suggested that He was going to 
intervene by removing barriers that had alienated them from God, 
and make it easier for them to return to where they belonged by 
being in a rightful relationship. Once again God is seen as taking the 
initiative, so that ‘we might worship in His presence in holiness and 
righteousness our whole life long’ (Luke 1: 74).

This is the message that we hear each Advent as we prepare 
ourselves for Christmas celebrations. It is always good to remind 
ourselves of the Prophet’s assurance which has been realised in the 
birth of God’s Son – to remove the barriers that have alienated us 
from God, so that His errant people might find their way back to their 
God. The words of Isaiah were called to mind by the angelic host 
when they announced the birth of Jesus, they proclaimed ‘Then the 
glory of the Lord will be revealed and all humankind together will see 
it’. (Isaiah 40: 5 and Luke 2: 14).

God Bless, Chris   (Rev’d Chris Wood – minister of Stowmarket, 
Stowupland, Mendlesham & Debenham URC’s)
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MR ALLARD’S FARM SHOP 
          OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK      
01449 615006              IP14 4BD  
---------------------------------------------            

PORK - CHICKEN - LAMB – BEEF - LOCAL 
SELECTED CHEESES - COOKED MEATS – 

CONDIMENTS – FREE RANGE EGGS – LOCAL 
SEASONAL VEGETABLES –  

Range of Diabetic & Gluten Free products available 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Come inside and visit 
our Café.   

Tea and Cake, Light 
snacks, ALL DAY 

Breakfasts and Sunday 
Roasts available.  

All homemade in our kitchen with local products  
------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE 24HR ATM 
Fully accessible at all hours 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Farm Shop, Café & Post Office, Open 7 days a week: 

Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  
Saturday 8:00 – 16:00 
Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 

     Walnut Tree Farm, Stowupland.   IP14 4BD 
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Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.

Tel. 01449 675897

Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon

R&R
Carpet Care

Specialist Carpet Cleaners.

For free estimates call

www.randrcarpetcare.co.uk
randrcarpets@tiscali.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
is an investment.

The cleaner your carpets
the longer they will last. 

01449 771682
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

Practice Opening Hours 
Monday-Friday
8:30am-6.00pm

Saturdays
8.30am-12.00pm

WWW.CEDARWOODVETS.CO.UK

Surgeries throughout the day
by appointment

Plus a 24 hour
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Plus a 24 hour
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Large FREE car park

Combs House, Stowmarket Business Park, Needham Road, Stowmarket IP14 2AH  

Tel. 01449 676966

Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!
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              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance
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Tel: 01284 717760, Fax: 01284 717761
www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

..........................................           ..................Customer: Date:

Approved by:

Eco Sweep 07-01-09

Please Note: The purpose of this proof is to represent the closest approximation of the final product.
It is the responsibility of the client to thoroughly review for any discrepancies.
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               JUNIOR  PAGE 

Play our Christmas word search and colour in Santa 

Santa Claus is big and fat 

He wears black boots 

And a bright red hat 

His nose is red 

Just like a rose 

And he ho ho ho’s 

From his head to his toes 
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R F O Y B H E S A M Y L 

A A B A B Y J E S U S W 
C D T K R E E D N I E R 

T R Y S P R E S E N T S 
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                                     COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

  COME ALONG TO THE URC HALL ON MONDAY 20TH FEBUARY 7.30PM AND 
TELL US WHAT EVENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN 
2017 FOR STOWUPLAND RESIDENTS.  YOUR IDEAS AND INPUT WILL BE A 
BIG HELP. 

                                 THERE WILL BE REFRESHMENTS.  

     

         HERE ARE SOME EVENTS WE ALREADY HAVE PLANNED FOR 2017 

Fri 24th MARCH BINGO 7PM-9PM 

FRI 21ST APRIL BINGO 7PM-9PM 

FRI  5TH MAY CHOCOLATE BINGO 4.30-6.PM 

FRI  19TH MAY QUIZ 7PM-10PM 

FRI 26TH MAY BINGO 7PM-9PM 

SAT 27TH MAY TABLE TOP SALE 9AM-3PM 

FRI 30TH JUNE BINGO 7PM-9PM 

FR I 22ND  SEPT  QUIZ 7PM-10PM 

FRI 29TH SEPT BINGO 7PM-9PM 

FRI 27TH OCT HALLOWEEN BINGO 7PM-9PM 

FRI 24TH NOV CHRISTMAS BINGO 7PM-9PM 

FRI 1ST DEC QUIZ 7PM-9PM 
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S t o w u p l a n d  S u f f o l k

THE CROWN

The Crown invites you to come and join 

The Singers from  

Holy Trinity Church 

on
Wednesday 23 December 2015  

at 6:30pm 

for
Carols & Mince Pies  

around our Christmas Tree

T H E  C ROW N  -  C h u rc h  R o a d , S t o w u p l a n d , S u f f f o l k  I P 1 4  4 B Q

t : 0 1 4 4 9  4 9 0  4 9 0  |  e : i n f o @ t h e c ro w n s t o w u p l a n d . c o . u k  |  w : t h e c ro w n s t o w u p l a n d . c o . u k

on
Wednesday 21 December 2016  

at 6:30pm
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Verdun Oaks

I would like to introduce myself, 
My name is Pauline Brooks 
and I am a volunteer researcher 
working on The Woodland Trust’s 
First World War Centenary Woods 
project.  As part of a team of 
volunteer researchers, I have 
been tasked with researching the 
reported locations of ‘Verdun’ oak 
and chestnut trees.  The oak tree 
in Stowupland Cemetery has been brought to my attention as being 
a possible ‘Verdun’ oak, due to its age and location alongside the 
First and Second World Wars memorial.  I have visited the oak and 
spent some time looking into the possibility of it being a ‘Verdun’ oak, 
but before going into my research findings, I would like to tell you 
a bit about what a ‘Verdun’ oak is and why The Woodland Trust are 
seeking to find these trees.

Verdun Oaks and Chestnuts
Verdun oaks are memorial trees grown from acorns collected from 
the scarred battlefields of Verdun in France during the First World 
War. The Battle of Verdun in 1916 was the longest single battle of 
the conflict and many of the villages around Verdun were totally 
destroyed by the 300-day war between French and German forces. 
The landscape was heavily scarred by the bombing and gas warfare 
and in some areas no attempt has been made to restore the villages 
or forests.  One hundred years since the Battle of Verdun there are 
still areas of the original forest battleground that are so toxic, that 
trees will not grow.

In the autumn of 1916, stories appeared in British newspapers 
following visits to the battlefields of Verdun by David Lloyd George 
and Field Marshall Lord French, reporting that both had collected 
acorns and chestnuts to plant in their own gardens.  Many people 
in England then asked for seeds to plant and, in a poignant act 
of remembrance at the end of 1916, the Mayor of Verdun sent to 
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England boxes of acorns from the battlegrounds around Vaux and 
Douaumont and chestnuts from the Place de la Madeleine in Verdun.  
These were sold and distributed by the London and North West 
Railway Company to raise money for the War Seal Foundation, a war 
charity now known as the Stoll Foundation.  The seeds were sold 
in small boxes of three acorns and one chestnut for half a crown 
(about £6 in today’s money), with instructions prepared by the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew on how to germinate and grow on the young 
saplings.  A newspaper clipping found during research shows that an 
auction of Verdun acorns and chestnuts took place at Euston Station 
on Saturday 16 December 1916.  We also have records of Verdun oak 
and chestnut trees being grown at Kew Gardens and then distributed 
and planted on Peace Day, 19 July 1919.  Two of these Verdun oaks 
were planted at Kew Gardens; two oaks were planted in parks in 
Reading; two oaks and two chestnuts were planted in Windsor Great 
Park, at the request of King George; and a further chestnut from Kew 
was sent to Keswick. 

In February 2016, 100 years since the start of the Battle of Verdun, 
The Woodland Trust launched a campaign to track down where these 
Verdun memorial trees had been planted and how many were still 
alive today. The aim of the project was to harvest acorns from these 
very important trees, to be grown on and planted in The Woodland 
Trust’s First World War Centenary Woods, which are being created 
in Surrey, Edinburgh, Carmarthenshire and County Londonderry to 
honour all those involved in the First World War.  The project will 
connect people to the natural world, whilst also reminding them of 
the historical significance of the war. 

Results from the campaign so far, have shown that the majority 
of verified Verdun oaks and chestnuts have been found on the 
western side of the country, which correlates with the distribution 
of acorns and chestnuts along the route of the London and North 
Western Railway.  However, we do have two confirmed Verdun oaks 
in East Anglia, the first at Southwold in Suffolk and the second on 
the Sandringham Estate in Norfolk.  Both of these oak trees have a 
plaque stating that they were grown from Verdun acorns and thus can 
be verified as Verdun Oaks.
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We also had reports of two possible Verdun oaks growing in 
Christchurch Park, Ipswich but although both of these trees was 
planted on Peace Day in 1919 and had associated plaques, neither 
stated that they had been grown from Verdun acorns.  Further 
research gave us more information about these trees, but we could 
not verify them as having been grown from Verdun acorns.

Stowupland Cemetery Oak

We then received a report of a possible Verdun 
oak growing in the cemetery at Stowupland, 
behind the war memorial.  A magnificent tree, 
which could well be 100 years old.

I visited Stowupland Cemetery and, on first 
inspection, did not think the oak tree to be a 
Pedunculate oak Quercus robur (one of the 
species of oak we knew to be Verdun oaks).  
The reason for this was because the leaves of the tree had pointed 
lobes, instead of rounded lobes – see below

On further investigation with 
colleagues at The Woodland 
Trust, it seems that there can 
be much variation in leaf shape 
with the Pedunculate oak and it 
cannot be relied upon alone for 
identification.  Other identifying 
features, such as the shape and 
look of the bark, the length of 

stalk at the base of the leaf and the form of the growing acorns must 
also be taken into account.  All of these additional features pointed 
to the Stowupland Cemetery oak to, in fact, be a Pedunculate oak 
Quercus robur, which was good news for hoping it would be a Verdun 
oak.  However, the species of oak is not the only factor which must 
be taken into consideration. I needed to find evidence that this 
oak had been grown from an acorn that had been brought back to 
England from Verdun.
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I contacted Marion Harris at the Stowupland Local History Group to 
see if they had any information about the oak tree and was directed 
to the Suffolk Records Office for a search through the Stowupland 
Parish Council Minutes and the PCC & Vestry Parish Book of the 
time.  Unfortunately, there was no mention of the oak tree in either 
of these sources, so drew a blank.  There was mention of a War 
Memorial Committee in the Parish Council Minutes, but records of 
this committee do not seem to have survived.  

I did find out that the Stowupland War Memorial was erected in the 
cemetery on 24 October 1920 and that Lt. Col. C P Beerot attended 
the ceremony.  An article in the Bury & Norwich Post on 29 October 
1920 recorded the unveiling, but there was no mention of the oak 
tree.

Therefore, at the present time the Stowupland Cemetery Oak cannot 
be verified as a Verdun oak and we will not need to collect acorns 
from it.  However, we will keep all the information on file, in case 
in the future additional information comes to light, which shows it 
to, in fact, be one of these important trees.  If you have any further 
information about the Stowupland Cemetery Oak, which may help 
to show it to be a Verdun oak, or indeed if you have any information 
about the location of other trees which could be Verdun trees, 
then please do let me know. More information on the search for 
Verdun oaks and the Centenary Woods Project can be found on the 
Woodland Trust’s website: 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/support-an-appeal/
centenary-woods/stories-and-memories/verdun-oaks/

Thank you. Pauline Brooks BSc (Hons),Volunteer ResearcherThe 
Woodland Trust, First World War Centenary Woods project.       
Pauline.Brookes@woodlandtrust.org.uk



44 44

Suppliers of high quality meats, poultry, game and award winning sausages

Mark Hammond
M & M Butchers
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 BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN BOYS: 
FORTY YEARS ON

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
attended the 40 years on reunion Country and Western Dance on 
the 22nd of October at the village hall. Also we thank those who 
gave generously with their draw prizes, over 50 in total, also many 
kind donations. The amazing sum of £1042.29 was raised for Cancer 
Research UK.

There was an element of sadness attached to the event due to the 
fact that Tony Bridges (the band’s original drummer) passed away 
just eight days before the dance following his battle with cancer over 
the past 9 months. His place was ably taken by Matt Goodwin on the 
night.

We must also thank everyone who helped on the night, especially 
Linda and Gordon for organising the draw and Brenda for her 
“bucket” collection. 

Once again thanks to you all.

Brian, Gerry and Matt.

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 
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IP14 5EP 

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
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and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  
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Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 
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Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 4, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.
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WWee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  wwiisshh  yyoouu  
aallll  aa  vveerryy  mmeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  
&&  aa  HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr!!  

UUppccoommiinngg  eevveennttss::  
33rrdd  DDeecc  ––  CChhuucckk  wwiillllss  wwiiddooww  ––  88..3300ppmm    

Book your Christmas meals now!! 
3 courses for just £22.50!! 
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John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Also offering a waxing
service at competitive prices

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

 

Fed up of running around 
after your car? 

 

Why not give us the inconvenience 
– it’s part of our service 

 

WE COLLECT & DELIVER 
 

Servicing, Welding, 
MOTs arranged 

Air-conditioning recharged 
General Repairs – 

shocks, clutches, brakes etc 
All work guaranteed 

 

 
                                              Est 1990 

Contact: Shane 
Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737 

 

Personal Service at 
Competitive Rates! 
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       Stowupland Post Office 
       01449 615006              IP14 4BD 

----------------------------------------------------- 
TRAVEL MONEY & TRAVEL CARDS 

We have Euro's and US Dollars behind the counter 
for you to purchase at any time. 

Plus, you can PRE-ORDER other currencies for next day delivery 
TAX YOUR VEICHLE WITH US 

Did you know you can still bring in your V5C document and or 
your V11 reminder instead of struggling online 

24HR FREE WITHDRAWALS CASH 
MACHINE  

Yes, that means it’s fully accessible at all hours!! 
- FREE Cash Withdrawals & Deposits 

- Money Grams 
- Car tax 

- Buy / Sell Euro’s and US Dollars 
- Electronic Bill Payments 

- E Top-Ups  
- Fishing License 

 

Now there’s even more reason to use your Post Office! 
Friendly Staff, Open 7 days a week 

Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  
Saturday 8:00 – 16:00 Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 

LOCATED INSIDE MR ALLARDS FARM SHOP 
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Poolution!
Dog Fouling in our Village

Since becoming involved with the Footpaths Committee, it has become 
apparent that dog fouling is a real issue in the village. Many of the footpaths, 
as well as the roads and The Green have a problem with irresponsible 
people not picking up after their dogs. Dog mess is smelly, anti-social and 
potentially dangerous (toxicarasis). Rather than ignoring the problem, let’s 
tackle the issues and try to clean up our village so it is the beautiful and 
pleasant place it should be. 

There are various ways to address the problem and I have been doing a bit 
of research on the subject. There are all sorts of measures we could take 
like:

• Decorating a tree with filled poop bags, such as British Waterways did in 
West Yorkshire 

• Start a ‘dog database’ like they did in a small town in Spain. 
Parishioners identified offenders and then had their deposits delivered 
back to them as lost property. A 70% drop was reported. 

• Or what about in Taiwan where Officials gave out a lottery ticket for 
every bag of poop delivered to them.

• We could hire officers/wardens to carry out stakeouts to catch offenders 
in the act.

• How about employing a specialist firm to issue penalty notices. In 
Gwent 2000 fines were handed out as a result of this.

• Invest in a ‘poover’.

These are all rather extreme not to mention expensive and not really 
appropriate for Stowupland so perhaps we should stick to more simple 
methods. We could:

• Put flags on or spray paint the offending deposits to highlight the 
problem. 

• Leave a message at the deposit for the returning offender.

• Provide official signage asking people to pick up, making it clear there 
will be a fine.

• Provide ‘unofficial’ signage promising to name and shame the offender.

• Supply more dog poop bins.

• Supply dog poop bags.
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So, why don’t some people pick up after their dog?

• They think they can get away with it.

• They forget to bring a bag.

• They don’t believe they have a responsibility to pick up their dog’s mess.

• They don’t want to do it because it’s ‘horrible’.
Apparently, there are two types of offenders; the ‘thoughtless’ and the 
‘mindless’. The ‘thoughtless’ are the people who pretend it isn’t happening 
by looking the other way and acting oblivious. ‘Mindless’ offenders don’t 
care about what their actions are doing to others. These people are usually 
known to other responsible dog walkers for their bad behaviour.

Let’s Make a Start
Before we take matters more seriously perhaps we could all do a bit better. 
Please pick up after your dog. You DO have a responsibility to do so. We will 
be supplying dog poop bag dispensers in the near future just in case you’ve 
forgotten yours. One will be at the beginning of Footpath 31 on Thorney 
Green Road and the other will be at the entrance to Footpath 52 at the top 
of Church Road. We’ll see if these make a difference and if they do we could 
invest in some more.
If you’re not going to pick up after your dog in the more rural areas of the 
village, you could think about the ‘Stick and Flick’ idea. Find a stick; pick a 
spot, flick into the bushes so it can rot. The Forestry Commission appears 
to support this idea. In rural areas, people argue, there are natural deposits 
from wild animals and this is much better than flinging a plastic bag in to the 
bushes. It’s not the best solution to the problem but it’s better than leaving 
deposits on the path where people, particularly children can come into 
contact with it more easily. 
One celebrity said that he tries to pick up one extra poo each time he takes 
his dog for a walk. Is this something you would be willing to do?
Please make sure that you don’t act ‘thoughtless’ or ‘mindless’ and let us 
keep our village clean and safe.
I’d be really glad to hear your comments or suggestions, so please drop me 
a note, send me an email or give me a ring.

Kim Jennings
Pendle Cottage, Church Road, Stowupland 
kim@atavusresearch.com / 01449 677692
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Stowupland Community Events 

Table Top Sale 

 

Stowupland Village Hall 

Saturday 27th May 2017 
10am till 3pm 

 
All tables £5.00 booked by 13th May  

Please ring Linda on 01449 612988 to book 
& for further information. 

              Doors open for sellers at 9am 

 

All proceeds, after expenses, go towards 
Community activities. 
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In President Colleen’s absence, Judy chaired the meeting, which, after 
everyone being welcomed, opened with the singing of “Jerusalem”. The 
record of the October meeting was read and the correspondence dealt 
with, including the unwelcome news that the many “fish & chip” baby 
garments knitted by members and village residents are not wanted. 
The W.I. will endeavour to find an alternative for the knitters. Two teams 
entered the community quiz at the end of September and, while not 
coming first or last, had a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Mr. Honeyman was then introduced, with his subject, aptly enough, 
considering his name, “Adventures in beekeeping”. It was unfortunate 
that, despite having a new bulb in his projector, the slides to accompany 
the talk were not very clear and became darker and darker, until finally, 
the bulb blew. The lack of discernible pictures undoubtedly marred the 
talk.

After refreshments, there were reminders of forthcoming events and then 
the birthday posies were given out and the raffle drawn. 

Competition results were – flower - 1st. Carolyn, 2nd. Claire, 

3rd. Mary C...

The competition themed on honey/bees, was judged by Mr. Honeyman 
-1st. Mary C., 2nd. Yvonne, 3rd Christine.

With a reminder that November is our Annual Meeting, the evening came 
to a close.

Stowupland W.I. report

                     

                   Coffee Morning  

             At Stowupland URC Chapel  

 Friday 27th JANUARY 2017 10am-12noon             

Coffee/ Tea and Cakes     
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The “Posse” cleans up Stowupland
Well howdy partners, Saturday was a wet and windy day and I really 
thought litter picking would be cancelled. No, the Stowupland “Posse” 
was made of sterner stuff and they turned up in numbers. Rick “The 
Cleanup kid” Hamilton was there giving out equipment and safety 
advice. We didn’t have deputy badges; instead we were armed with 
those quick draw pickup sticks, gloves, yellow vest and a black bag. 
We had a job to do and we did it. From the play park to the church, The 
Green, playing fields and beyond we captured wrappers, crisp packets, 
plastic bags and any other rubbish that caught our eyes.  The rubbish, 
once incarcerated in black bags, was then sent to where it belonged, 
the refuse dump.  We were just doing what needed to be done folks, 
cleaning up Stowupland”. 
 Rick “The Clean up Kid” Hamilton wishes to thank everyone who turned 
up to help and hopes that next time the “Posse” will be just as good 
or even better because the littering never stops and the job is never 
finished.   Till next time partners.

“The Posse” 
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Stowupland Football club would just like to say how disappointed 
they are with the amount of dog mess found on the playing fields; 
each pitch has to be thoroughly checked before each game. Where 
Saturday morning Club hold their training, Colin many a time has to 
cover the mess with a cone so that the young children don’t fall over 
on it.
Please can dog owners pick up the mess !!!!!

Again this year we moved all our Sunday kick off times to coincide 
with the Church remembrance service and have received some good 
photos in from the teams standing and paying their respects.

All fixtures and results can be found on our club web site
Stowupland Falcons Football Club http://www.stowuplandfalconsfc.
co.uk/

 

FROM TELSTAR COMMITTEE

Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 
necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for publication, 
however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we think appropriate. 

Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during the 
process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that these errors 
may be corrected.
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Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.com

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
 Chairman - Keith Welham  01449 673185 
 Vice Chair - Jerry Voden   01449 770334
 Roger Carter 01449 612856
 Rick Hamilton 01449 775403
 Kim Jennings 01449 677692
 Ben Miller  07765 408001
 Sally Reeves  01449 745739 34
 John Spitzer 07766 466073 
 Ray Studd   01449 676606 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677005

email: clairepizzey@outlook.com  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon
 

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Keith Welham  01449 673185 

Keith is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   01473 613500

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539621

Village Hall Bookings: 
Hugh Blanch –  01449 612156

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Voden, 35 Oak Road IP14 4DP 
Email: voden@btinternet.com

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Ad v e rt i s i n g di s c l A i m e r:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Email reports, articles etc. to
voden@btinternet.com

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 745739

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
13TH OF EACH MONTH

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd. Tel: 01449 721599. Web: www.gippingpress.co.uk



 

 

      

HAPPY CHRISTMAS            

           TO ALL OUR READERS 

                        FROM 

           THE TELSTAR TEAM 

    


