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Chairman’s Column
Keith Welham, Stowupland Parish Council

Mowing of The Green has commenced and that is always 
a sign that better weather has arrived.  Unfortunately, Tim, 
who normally cuts the grass, is unwell but his son Jim will 
be doing the work until Tim is well enough.  Jim, along 

with other family members, has undertaken the work for a number of years 
and I am sure that The Green will be well maintained throughout the summer.

Planning for the church service to celebrate the community of Stowupland 
is under way.  It will be on Sunday 20th May at 10.30 in the URC Chapel 
and will be an opportunity to celebrate and give thanks for everything 
that contributes to the life of our community.  There will be very short 
presentations from a few people who live or work in Stowupland.  The 
service will be followed by an opportunity to enjoy refreshments with people 
who help to make Stowupland a friendly and lively community.  We would 
love to see as many from the community as possible, including members of 
clubs, groups and organisations.  Please come, and bring others, and make 
it an occasion to remember community life in Stowupland.

The Parish Council will be preparing a list of projects from the suggestions 
made by residents at the Annual Parish Meeting in April.  Some of these 
could be funded from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies 
received by the Parish Council and, for other projects; bids could be put 
forward to MSDC for funding from their CIL monies.  If you haven’t yet let 
us know what facilities you believe should be provided, or existing facilities 
improved and upgraded, please get in touch.

I have one more column to write before I join the back benches on the 
council and hand over the chairmanship on 10th May at the Parish Council’s 
AGM.  Please come along and offer support to our incoming chairman.

Editor’s Notes
Welcome to the May edition of the Telstar Magazine. This month the 
District Councillor reports on planning issues for Stowupland and there 
is information from Galloways on changes in Stowupland bus services. 
Speed Watch has an update on their activities and there is news of the 
refurbishment of the Sports and Social club. Look for dates and times of 
upcoming events such as the bingo and the flower festival. We welcome 
contributions for the magazine from clubs and individuals; let us know what 
you are doing, what you like and dislike, we want to hear from you.

Front Cover photo taken by: Nick Chamberlin



3

We still have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor but I hope this vacancy can 
be filled on 10th May.  Now would be an excellent time to join the council 
if you feel that you can set aside a few hours each month for the benefit of 
our community and help plan the future of Stowupland.  Please contact the 
Parish Clerk or me for information or details of how to apply.  
Keith Welham 

 Fundraising Event for St Elizabeth Hospice. 

We are arranging a charity event to raise money for The St Elizabeth 
Hospice from 2pm on Saturday 26th May at Five Bells Rattlesden 

The event includes a beer and cider festival and three live groups: 

               The Bellmonts      2pm to 5pm 

                Kirk                     5pm to 7pm 

                Zephyrs               7pm to the end of the evening 

 

There will also be Morris dancing, a fantastic BBQ, a Grand Draw and 
a variety of stalls. 

We do hope you can come along and join us on the 26th of May. 

If you have something you would like to donate to the Grand Draw, or 
if you would like to run stall at the event, Roy would be very pleased 
to hear from you.  

He can be contacted on this number, (01449 674211). 

 Roy and Rita Pete and Linda, Mary and Rob.  
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Planning – The Porch Application for 18 homes 
opposite Holy Trinity Church 
Re-consultation on the revised highway proposals and 
car park for use by Freeman School commenced on 
4 April so any comments need to be sent to MSDC as 

soon as possible.  The application should be determined by committee 
at a meeting in May.  This is an outline application.  If this is approved, 
an application for approval of details will be needed.

Planning – Co-op Site 
The concerns here are in respect of traffic and road safety issues, 
especially the safety hazards when crossing the road, bearing in mind 
the larger store is likely to attract more customers than the present 
store.  There is currently no date for determination by committee.

Planning – Bloor Phase 2 
Planning committee on 28 March approved the detailed matters 
application relating to appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.  
Some other detailed matters have been approved by officers and there 
are still others remaining to be approved.

Planning – Oak Gates, Church Road 
This application for a detached dwelling in the grounds of the existing 
dwelling has been refused on environmental grounds.  

Planning – Land west of Thorney Green Road 
The Appeal Hearing is planned to start on 24 April at Cedars Hotel and 
is likely to last between 2 and 4 days.

Planning – Land at Elm House 
The new owners have submitted an application (DC/18/01265) for three 
detached dwellings on land alongside Mill Street.  Two of the dwellings 
would take access direct from Mill Street; the other would be accessed 
from B1115 Stowmarket Road.  Any comments need to be with MSDC 
by 2 May.  Planning Officers are aiming for determination by 19 May.

Building Control work on the Bloor site 
I am very pleased that Bloor has appointed MSDC Building Control 
officers to provide building control services throughout the whole of 
the site – Phases 1 and 2.  Because of government decisions regarding 
competition for these services, the MSDC team are required to bid for 

District Councillor’s Report 
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work.  There is a clear advantage in the work being carried out by the 
MSDC team as they can work closely with MSDC Planning Officers.

Proposals to merge Mid Suffolk District Council with Babergh 
District Council 
Colin Noble (Leader of SCC) has appointed consultants to consider 
alternative local government structures for Suffolk including disbanding 
all District and Borough Councils within the county and setting up 
unitary authorities (or a single county-wide unitary).  This has caused 
the proposal to join MSDC with BDC to be called into question.  
However, District Council Leaders across Suffolk have asked Colin 
Noble to halt the work of the consultants to allow a collaborative review 
involving all district councils, the police authority and the health sector 
as well as the county council.  Colin Noble has refused to do so and 
there appears to be a stalemate situation.

Have you read the letter from the Leader of MSDC which came 
with your Council Tax demand? 
If you have, did you think that his assertion that the move to Endeavour 
House had saved MSDC Council Tax payers £5.8million was just too 
good to be true?  That’s because it is too good to be true. That figure 
is for both Mid Suffolk and Babergh – so only around £2.9 million each 
or £290,000 per year and that’s for both capital and running costs.  
And it isn’t saving we will see.  MSDC moved its headquarters out of 
the district area and into Ipswich and so did Babergh.  If the councils 
hadn’t moved to Ipswich they would have retained only one office as a 
head office so the true “saving” is even less.

MSDC has consistently not spent its budget (underspending on 
average £700,000 for each of the last seven years).  Over roughly the 
same period of time, they have been squirrelling away about £10 million 
from Government grants received for getting homes built (New Homes 
Bonus).

I hope that our Council Leader will be more accurate and transparent 
about savings in the future and reflect the true costs to our community, 
such as the amount of staff experience lost (nearly 100 left last year – 
not to mention those off sick), the loss of business to shops and food 
outlets in Needham Market and the extra cost of attending meetings 
when travel time and cost and parking fees are taken into account.
Keith Welham
MSDC District Councillor for Stowupland ward
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Parish Council Report
April 2018

The meeting opened with 6 members of the public in attendance.

District Council Report:

This can be found elsewhere in Telstar.  Cllr Welham has recently spent 
some time talking to SCC Leader, Cllr Noble, who inferred that SCC had no 
money to fund the safer route to school – Cllr Green is going to check this 
and will report back. Cllr Welham also spoke to Cllr Noble to report the water 
standing on Thorney Green Road following the recent resurfacing as well 
as the fact that the ‘no road marking’ signs were left behind after the road 
markings had been completed.  He was advised that the footpath along that 
stretch needs to be cut back.  

County Council Report: 
Councillor Green advised that the SCC leader is spending around £40,000 
on consultants to explore the possibility of SCC becoming a unitary authority 
in order to save money.

Matters of Report: 
The Clerk reported that the damaged barrier at Columbyne Close should 
be repaired by the end of April, as will the drains on the A1120, subject to 
weather conditions.  She advised that the footpath post has been reinstated 
on footpath 19 and that the residents of Grays Close have started the 
work on their track. The Clerk reported that the pothole on the B1115 has 
been filled and the fly tipping on Church Road has been cleared up.  She 
also reported contact has been made with the school, Network Power, 
MSDC and SCC regarding the flooding of the ditch behind Steeple View.  
The school have commissioned a detailed survey identifying a drainage 
problem that has been reported to SCC who has responsibility for flood 
management.  However, it is the school’s responsibility to rectify the matter.  
In the meantime, the school have hired a pump and the caretaker will pump 
out any excess water from the ditch.  The Clerk suggested that a working 
party should be set up to cost out and specify the details around placing a 
Christmas tree on The Green next Christmas and to report back to Parish 
Council next month.  There is no current plan to do anything on The Green 
when the women’s cycle tour comes through the village on June 13th.  The 
mowing contractor is aware of the extra cuts required this season. The first 
cut will take place as soon as the weather permits and Mr Gaddis is regularly 
checking the condition of The Green.
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Public Forum: 
There were only 2 points made this month; the first was that cars are still 
parking outside The Crown and that there is a large amount of litter on the 
Bloor site which is being blown under and through the fencing and lying 
across the footpath and in the ditches.

Sub-Committee Reports: 
Cemetery and Churchyard – The Clerk reported that she has only received 
one quote for the work required on the maple trees in the churchyard and it 
was felt that this work needs to be carried out so should be accepted.

Community Events – It was found that a DJ would be cheaper than hiring 
a band for a New Year ball should this event go ahead.  Details to be 
discussed at the next meeting of the Community Events Group.

Emergency Planning Group – Cllr Voden is currently working on an update 
of the emergency plan.  He advised that he will be attending the Suffolk 
Emergency Planning meeting next week.

Environment – It was agreed to purchase a litter bin to be placed beside the 
bench on The Green behind the High School.  

Finance and Policy – It was agreed to open an additional bank account 
and delegate the Clerk and Chair of the Finance and Policy committee 
to investigate and report findings.  To also adopt version 1.1 of the Grant 
Awarding Policy and to adopt the 2018/19 Financial Risk Assessment.  The 
Clerk to purchase a voucher as payment to Jon Wray for undertaking the last 
year’s audit. It was also agreed to adopt the Parish Council data protection 
centre for the next two years.

Footpaths – Two new members of the public have now joined the 
Footpath’s sub-committee. Also, thanks were recorded to John Johnson for 
his work re-installing the dog bin on FP32.

Neighbourhood Planning – The final document is close to being ready 
to submit to the District Council and organising the consultation with the 
residents.

Planning – It was agreed to support the Church Road planning application 
without the narrowing of the road; and to object to the application to build 3 
properties on land at Elm House on a number of points. 

Play Park – A huge amount of work has been carried out in order to secure 
funding for the improvements.  Work on the Biffa grant is still ongoing; it has 
proved difficult to get MSDC to help with the applications.  However, the 
fence and basketball unit are up.
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Transport, Traffic and Safety – Cllr Reeves has checked on the horse signs 
and this matter needs to go back to Cllr Green.  There is currently a limited 
number of people able to take part in the traffic survey so areas surveyed 
may need to be restricted.

Councillors’ Reports: 
Cllr Voden advised that he is willing to stand for Chairman of the Parish 
Council when Cllr Welham stands down next month.  However, if he 
is elected there will then be a vacancy for a Vice Chairman, He asked 
Councillors to give this some consideration. Cllr Reeves asked whether 
it would be possible for the village hall to make use of a red bin that was 
currently not being used; this was agreed.  She also enquired whether 
any further consideration had been given to putting together some 
welcome packs for new house owners in the village.  Cllr Pring has 
offered to work on a possible layout.  She also advised that she intends 
to give up her role with the Traffic and Safety sub-committee in May.                                                                                                                                             
Cllr Murton asked if the Clerk had traced the person who broke the sign on 
The Green.  It was agreed that the Clerk obtain a quote for a replacement 
sign and the driver will then be asked to meet this cost.                                                                                                                 

Chairman’s Report: 
The Chairman reported that he had been asked to investigate an issue 
relating to the laying of a new gas main alongside the A1120.  The 
excavation was halted after it was pointed out that the work had 
commenced on private land and not in the public highway. Following a 
meeting between the contractor and the PC Chairman, (SCC representative 
was not available) it transpired that SCC had advised the contractor to dig 
the trench 600mm behind the kerb but this meant that it was on private land 
so it now has to be dug in the actual carriageway as there is insufficient 
space in the verge.  The aim is to complete the work between Wind in the 
Willows and The Old Vicarage before the school reopens after the Easter 
holidays.  The road crossing can then be made and then continue to the 
Bloor site and at a later date the connection can be made to the existing gas 
main by the cemetery.  All these works will be carried out during the school 
holidays. The Chairman pointed out to the contractor that it would have 
been courteous to have let the residents know when the works were to be 
carried out.                                                                                                              

Clerk’s Report: 
In order to complete phase 2 of the safer route to school, an ecological 
survey will need to be carried out on a section of the shrubbery at the play 
park, because it has been designated by SCC as a bat roost, at a cost of 
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£252.60.  However, in light of Cllr Noble’s comment that they may not 
have the money for phase 1 of the safer route to school, it was decided 
to wait until SCC had made the decision as to whether they are going to 
fund the route or not.  A budget of up to £50 was agreed for the Annual 
Parish Meeting.  Funding was agreed for the various councillor training 
requirements. 

Correspondence: 
Councillors were asked to make any comments on the draft 
recommendations of the Boundary Commission.  A new PCSO, Karen 
Murton, has joined the staff at Stowmarket Police Station and she will be 
covering a large area including Stowupland.  There will be a civic service 
at Stowmarket United Reform Church on 10th June; councillors have 
been invited to attend.  SCC have asked the Parish Council to arrange 
the annual rights of way cutting; the Clerk will invite tenders for the work.  
Boyer Planning, who are working on behalf of Taylor Wimpey, have asked 
to meet with the PC to discuss possible development of 18 hectares of 
development land they are exploring to the south of Stowmarket Road, 
Stowupland.  They are to be asked to identify exactly which piece of land 
they are talking about.  

One resident was not happy about the PC’s concerns raised over road 
safety accessing the Co-Op planning application site.  Following the 
closure of Stowupland Bowls Club, they are concerned as to what to 
do with the remaining trophies that they have been unable to return to 
their original providers.  The Village Hall is concerned about the amount 
of school traffic that is being parked all day in their car park restricting 
space for users of the hall.  They are asking for a co-ordinated approach 
to the school with the Parish Council.  A resident was grateful for the 
work carried out over the years on the ditch and surrounding area at Birch 
Close but is concerned about the state of The Green following this year’s 
work to the ditch. The Green has been so wet for so long but, as soon as 
the weather permits, it will be fully reinstated.  

Residents have asked for a no parking sign to be placed at the end of 
Grays Close and for some topsoil to be placed to the edge of the track.  A 
further meeting will be held with the residents to discuss further.  St John’s 
Ambulance have asked for permission for a direction sign to be place on 
The Green directing visitors to an event at Columbine Hall on 29th April; 
this was agreed.   

The meeting closed at 9.28pm.
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                  Coffee Morning  

               At Stowupland URC Chapel  

                  Friday 25th May 2018 

                    10am-12noon             

             Coffee/ Tea and Cakes    

      

 

Changes to bus services from 
Stowupland to Stowmarket 

Due to a combination of falling patronage and increased operating costs, local 
bus operator Galloway, has reluctantly decided to withdraw local bus service 
459 that operates from various villages in the high Suffolk area into Stowmarket. 
That service operates without any subsidy from Suffolk County Council but 
is linked very closely to service 456 which operates through other villages in 
broadly the same area. Service 456 is supported financially through a contract 
with the authority; as a consequence the authority has accepted notice from the 
company to terminate the contracted service. The last day of operation for both 
will be Saturday 26th May 2018.

From Tuesday 29th May 2018, there will be the following changes:

 •           The current 387 service, provided under contract with support from 
Suffolk County Council by Stowmarket, Minibus and Coach Hire between 
Stowmarket, Cedars Park and Stowupland will be extended to include certain 
locations of the existing 456 and 459 routes, albeit with a reduced frequency.

The revised timetable effective from Tuesday 29th May 2018 is being 
processed within our publicity team and will soon be available at https://www.
suffolkonboard.com/buses/bus-timetable-updates/may-2018/ 

 Where passengers believe that they may be affected by these changes we 
would encourage use of the journey planner which is available at https://www.
suffolkonboard.com/mdv/journeyplanner/?action=search&origin=&destinati
on=   This may offer alternative journeys that meet the needs of residents. Both 
Galloway and Suffolk County Council offer apologies to passengers that will be 
inconvenienced by these changes.
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

 

Fancy Dress and Costume Hire 

Church Farm 

Earl Stonham. IP14 5EE 

Tel: 01449 711109 

Email: 
sallymasquerade@gmail.com 

www.masqueradeshop.co.uk 

 

Fancy Dress and Costume Hire 

Church Farm 

Earl Stonham. IP14 5EE 

Tel: 01449 711109 

Email: 
sallymasquerade@gmail.com 

www.masqueradeshop.co.uk 
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COM M UNITY 
BINGO 
  ALL Cash Prizes 

 Friday 25th M ay 

            AT Stowupland Village Hall 

            Doors open at 7.00pm Eyes down at 7.30    

EVERYONE WELCOM E                               
(Over 18’s only) 

STOWUPLAND SPEEDWATCH
The Speedwatch team are back in action so please watch your speed in 
and around the village. In our first outing this year we stationed ourselves 
by the Chinese Takeaway at Dents Corner. In the hour we were out we 
recorded 11 vehicles travelling over 35mph and all coming from the 
Stowmarket direction. These drivers will all receive a warning letter from 
the police. What did surprise me was that many of the vehicles then 
turned into Thorney Green Rd. I really hope these were not villagers. The 
role of Speedwatch is to deter speed and it works whilst we are there. You 
can see the front end of some vehicles drop as the brakes are applied as 
soon as we are spotted. We do get occasional verbal abuse and the odd 
gesture but that, too, is reported to the Police. 

The better weather is coming and the Speedwatch team will be out and 
about much more, so too will more walkers and horse riders. If you are 
travelling by vehicle in the village please give consideration to these other 
road users. Some of our lanes have no footpath and I have witnessed 
some very near misses lately.  

If you are concerned about speed through the village and can give a 
couple of hours a month to help that would be great. Please contact me. 

Sally Reeves



13

 
 

 
STOWUPLAND SPORTS AND SOCIAL 

CLUB 
 

Church Road, Stowupland IP14 4BQ 
 

 
Saturday 23 June 2018 

 
Family Open Day 

 
2.00 pm - late 

 
Come along and see what has changed 

and what we have planned for the Sports 
and Social Club 

 
We look forward to seeing you there 
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                Your new independent florist in Stowmarket 

           Flowers for every occasion, specializing in weddings. 

   I work from my studio at home, which means competitive prices. 

        Call Julie on 10449 706101 

                 Email; enquiries@julesflowerstudio.co.uk 
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Countryside Rambler       
Brian Ward

I must say we had a very wet Easter; I was camping out under canvas and 
the patter of rain was endless even through the night. I do hope the weather 
improves soon. The early summer migrant birds are arriving; I have seen Sand 
Martin, Chiffchaff and the Osprey back at Rutland very early this year. Listen out 
for the Cuckoo as it will be arriving throughout April. Nightingales also will start 
singing from mid April as they take up territory; sadly both of these birds are in 
decline.

I have been watching Barn Owls hunt at various locations recently. They really 
favour old paddocks with grass that has grown and laid making a thatch on the 
ground under which their prey, mainly Voles, attempt to hide. One particular 
bird I have been watching only seems to capture shrews. There must be a high 
density of these small mammals in the area as it captures them at an astonishing 
rate, one every fifteen minutes or so. When it has eaten its fill, normally three 
shrews, it returns to its nest box and stashes any surplus for leaner times.

On a recent trip to Minsmere during the school Easter break it was a joy to see 
families out and about with children of all ages enjoying the wildlife and generally 
being outdoors. The youngsters of today are the wildlife protectors in future 
years so we must encourage them to protect and preserve what we have for 
future generations

I have released my over-wintering Hedgehog into the garden. The nest box it has 
been using has been put in a quiet area and I will continue to put out food. I do 
hope it survives.

I have been lucky to spot some of the following birds recently; Hen and Marsh 
Harrier, Short Eared Owl, Dartford Warbler, Black Redstart, Smew. On the 
mammal front I observed a Water Vole feeding and gathering material for its nest 
chamber. The Roe Deer Does I have been observing are pregnant and will have 
their young in the next few weeks. 
I may be fortunate to see some of 
the spotted (kids) following their 
mother, one of the wonderful sights 
I have witnessed in the past.

We have so much to see and 
places to go to as our countryside 
bursts into life as the weather 
improves and the daylight hours 
increase. 

Roe Buck Deer photo courtesy of 
Brian Ward.
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The Fitness Suite – only £15 per person per month 
 

Whether you're trying to lose weight, tone up, bulk up or simply maintain what 
you already have - this is the place for you. The Fitness Suite predominantly has 
four areas –  

 The Fitness Zone 
 Fixed Resistance Weight Machines 
 Free Weights 
 Stretch Mats 

 
All this is available for only £15 per person per month 
 

Opening times: 
Monday – Friday 5pm-10.30pm 

Saturday 9am-2pm 
Sunday 10am-2pm 

 
For further information please contact our sports centre staff: 
Phone:  01449 672531 
Email:  sportcentrestaff@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 
Website: www.stowuplandsportscentre.org.uk 

 

All this is available for only £15 per person per month

Opening times:
Monday – Friday 5pm-10.30pm

Saturday 9am-2pm
Sunday 10am-2pm

For further information please contact our sports centre staff:
Phone:  01449 672531
Email:  sportcentrestaff@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk
Website: www.stowuplandsportscentre.org.uk

The Fitness Suite 
only £15 per person per month

Whether you’re trying to lose weight, tone up, 
bulk up or simply maintain what you already 
have - this is the place for you. The Fitness Suite 
predominantly has four areas – 

•	 The Fitness Zone

•	 Fixed Resistance Weight Machines

•	 Free Weights

•	 Stretch Mats
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April Meeting
Alex Fisher is an enthusiastic speaker and found a receptive audience.  We 
heard how, in Victorian times, when a region of fenland near Whittlesey 
was deeply quarried for brick clay, there were significant finds of fossilised 
dinosaur bones.  In 1999, an archaeologist noticed timbers protruding from 
the ground near the edge of the working quarry.  Evaluation trenches were 
dug in 2004 and 2006, producing timbers and late Bronze Age pottery, some 
pots even containing the remains of food.  In a rodden (a silted-up channel), 
there were fish and eel traps, log boats showing marks of decoration and 
construction, iron work and bronze tools and weapons.  Items were well-
preserved as they had been in peat deposits, without oxygen.
Archaeology was clearly going to be essential before there was further clay 
extraction.  Funding from Historic England and Forterra made it possible 
to cover the site with a special building in which the archaeologists could 
work.  This was to keep the finds of wood moist as they would deteriorate 
quickly when dry.  Digging was done from a low scaffolding platform and 
wooden tools were used to prevent damage.  Wooden items discovered 
were spongy, lacking cellulose, but had retained their shapes and tool marks.  
Dendrochronology could be used to date the timbers, as growth rings were 
still evident.  One date derived for the wood of the causeway was 1250 BC. 
A combination of special photography and computer analysis mapped all the 
finds. 

Fire must have spread quickly through the Must Farm settlement and the 
people escaped with what they could readily carry before the structure 
collapsed straight into the water.  It proved to have been a cluster of round 
dwellings built on wooden stilts above a shallow river.  A causeway was 
supported by oak and a palisade by coppiced ash.  Surfaces and walls were 
of wattle.  The conical roofs were covered with turf and clay in the central area 
and thatch lower down.  A human footprint and many animal prints were left in 
the river silt.  Only one human skull was found.  The remains of food indicated 
a diet of meat and grain, with little fish, suggesting that the people were land-
based and only living on the river for convenience, perhaps for trade.  Some of 
the pottery was of a continental style and there were beads from the Middle-
East.  Textiles were made from lime bast and finely woven.  A wooden wheel 
was uncovered, the oldest complete one of that era to be found in the UK.
Alex had brought replicas of some of the metal artefacts found and a little of 
that amazing wood, kept damp.  We had many questions for him.

S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP Local History Group

Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770895 
or email: marion@astronomer.plus.com
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Membership
We greatly appreciate the support of all who have joined so far.  It’s never too 
late!  If you find you are a frequent visitor to our meetings, you can join at any 
time in the year, for a pro rata fee.  Forms are available at meetings or from 
Christine Williams, tel. 01449 771430.

Talking Point
Civil parish councils were formed in England under the Local Government Act 
of 1894, to take over secular duties that had previously been in the care of 
church vestry committees (so called because they met in the vestry or sacristy 
of the parish church).  Among these duties was the burial of the dead.
By the early 1900s, the Holy Trinity churchyard was becoming full.  In April 
1903 H F Harwood proposed that the Parish Council ‘take into consideration 
the necessity of providing an additional burial ground’.  January 1904 saw 
a sub-committee considering two possible sites: Spoonmans Field (home 
of the present allotments) and part of a Crown Farm meadow owned by Mr 
Harwood.  By August 1904, the latter was deemed ‘very suitable’ (perhaps 
because of its proximity to the church).  Matters proceeded with H E Wilkes 
instructed to deal with conveyancing and the approval of local residents 
sought.  On 14 December 1904, ‘a very wet day’, Her Majesty’s Inspector 
visited the site to see five holes which had been dug, each eight feet deep.  
They ‘appeared satisfactory’.  In some parishes, very stony ground would 
not have been suitable for grave-digging; here it seems likely that the main 
concern was that the holes might fill with water!
Conveyancing of one acre of Barn Meadow was completed on 28 June 1905.  
The land was sold by Henry F Harwood for £35.  Many practicalities followed: 
the need for iron fencing, oak gates, the planting of trees and shrubs, 
preparation of a table of fees, employment of a gravedigger, C Catchpole, who 
would also maintain the burial ground, the purchase of a bier (£15-10-00) and 
of a building to house it, along with tools.  The proposal for a wooden building 
was rejected in favour of brick and tenders were requested for one of red 
and white brick.  Meakings’ tenders for the fencing, gates and building were 
accepted.  Burials were to commence next to the road, the first being in the 
autumn of 1909 (date of death 23rd Nov).
Note: H F Harwood was not a village resident, but a landowner.  He lived at 
Tuddenham Hall.  Crown Farm belonged to him but was occupied by Edgar 
Abbott in the early 1900s
Many thanks go to Neil Langridge, who collected the above information from 
Parish Council minutes and Burial Board papers, held at Ipswich Record 
Office.  He adds that several men called Meakings were involved with building 
at the time: James Meakings, who appears in 1911 census at Creeting St. 
Peter as a bricklayer, and his father, also James, who is in 1901 census 
as builder and farmer. There were also Meakings at Creeting who were 
carpenters.
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For our next ‘Talking Point’, while Neil was having a look around the Cemetery, 
he noticed an unusual grave.  It was that of Colonel Garrard, who died in 
1971.  Can anyone provide us with information about him, please?

Programme 

May 2  Haughley Castle by Edward Martin
The motte and bailey of the 11th century 
Haughley Castle is still a big landscape 
feature in the village. The Motte rises 
behind the church and the inner bailey is 
now the village duck pond. Edward Martin 
- a former county archaeologist is an 
author and speaker on wide ranging areas 
of Suffolk’s history.
June 6  AGM + Ipswich Suffragettes by Joy Bounds     
This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 1918 Representation 
of the People Act which granted women (over 30) the right to vote for the 
first time.  Joy will look at the long campaign which led to this in Suffolk and 
especially Ipswich women who were involved.  She has covered the subject 
of Ipswich suffragettes in her book ‘A Song of their Own’.  A very short AGM, 
starting at 7.30pm, will precede the talk.

We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Visitors are always welcome and 
refreshments are available.  Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-
members.  We look forward to seeing you.

C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
Book Group:  Patricia Hodgkins 01449 672127 
Baby and Toddler Group:  To Be Advised
Bowls Club:  Graham Newman 01359 240846
Dance Club:  Mary & Paul Durham  01449 672601
Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770895
Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770080 
Sports & Social Club: Andy Parkin             07796 274905
W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615386
Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673185
Mobile Library:   07721 879855
Country & Western:  Pat Murphy  01449 677405
Stowmarket Wildlife Group John Thompson 01449 676471 
swtstowmarket@gmail.com

Telstar is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.com
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  SSuunnddaayy  LLuunncchheess  
22  ccoouurrsseess  ffoorr  jjuusstt  ££1100  
BBooookkiinngg  aaddvviisseedd  bbuutt  
nnoott  eesssseennttiiaall..  

BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  
RReettrreeaatt,,  lloonngg  aanndd  sshhoorrtt  ssttaayyss  wweellccoommee..  
EEnn--ssuuiittee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aanndd  ffrreeee  wwiiffii..    

Bingo every other Tuesday from 8.15pm.  Next 
one 15th & 29thth May. Everyone welcome. Cash 
prizes. Over 18s. 
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 Local Meats 
 Range of Cooked Meats 

 Free Range Eggs 
 Award Winning Cheeses 

 Local Seasonal Vegetables 
 Local Bread 

Homemade Meals and Light Snacks 
 All day Breakfasts 7 days a week! 

 Diabetic & Gluten Free Products 
 24hour ATM 

----------------------------------- 
    Barn available to rent for Meetings, Parties, Christenings   
etc. Food & Drink provided. Please phone for more details. 

 
 
.                                            

 

 
 
 
 

     01449 678650 

Butchery  

Post Office 

Farm Shop 

Cafe 

Open 7 days a week: 
Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  

Saturday 8:00 – 16:00            Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 
Walnut Tree Farm, Stowupland, IP14 4BD 
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Baby Massage Classes at Stowupland 
village hall starting Friday 8th June 2018 
from 1.30pm-2.30pm. 

Improve your baby’s wellbeing and enjoy 
that special bonding time with your baby.  

Classes will be relaxed, fun and 
informative. Tea/coffee and biscuits 
included. 
             Limited spaces, book now.  
       Enquiries or to book your space  

 Email   zen.lavenderladies@gmail.com 

Call/Text    Melissa  07786152194 
Tina  07807676862 

 

The Beauty Hut by Jodie 

     High quality beauty treatments at affordable prices 

13 years experience 

              31 Trinity Walk Stowupland IP14 4AS 

                        Telephone – 07515702373 

  

 

 

 

                  Treatments:  Massage, Facials, Eye Treatments, Waxing,  

                                               Manicures/pedicures    

                   Package Deals and gift vouchers also available 

                             Spend over £20 to receive £5 off with this advert 
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May Dates
Tues  1  Coffee Morning  10.00am  Jubilee Court
Wed 2 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 2 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 2 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity 
Wed 2 Local History Group: 7.30pm Village Hall 
   ‘Haughley Castle’ by Edward Martin
Thurs 3 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 5 Cricket: Stowupland 2ndXI 1.00pm
Sat 5 – Mon 7    Flower Festival and Craft Fayre - 10.00am – 5.00pm
            Holy Trinity Church and Village Hall
Sun 6 Cricket: Stowupland 1.30pm
Mon 7 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – June issue
Tues  8  Coffee Morning  10.00am  Jubilee Court
Wed 9 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 9 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 10 Parish Council - A.G.M. 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 10 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 13 Cricket: Stowupland 1.30pm
Sun 13 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon      14    Afternoon Fellowship 2.30 URC Chapel
Mon 14 Village Hall A.G.M. 7.00pm V.H. Meeting Room
Mon 14 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues  15  Coffee Morning  10.00am  Jubilee Court
Wed 16 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 16 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 16 Cricket: Stowupland 6.15pm
Wed 16 W.I. – Escaping the Rat Race 7.30pm Village Hall
Thurs 17 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 20 Service to celebrate Stowupland Community 10.30am URC Chapel
Sun 20 Cricket: Stowupland 1.30pm
Sun 20 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon      21    Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 21 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 22 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 22 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues  22  Coffee Morning  10.00am  Jubilee Court
Tues 22 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 23 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 23 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 23 Cricket: Stowupland 6.15pm
Thurs 24 P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.30pm V.H. Meeting Room
Thurs 24 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
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If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539621

Fri  25  Coffee Morning  10.00am  URC Chapel Hall
Fri 25 Community Bingo (18 +)           Doors open 7.00pm Village Hall
Sun 27 Cricket: Stowupland 1.30pm
Tues  29  Coffee Morning  10.00am  Jubilee Court
Wed 30 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 31 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall

June Dates
Sat        2 and Sun 3 Football Five-a-Side weekend
Sat 2 P.C. Cemetery & Churchyard Sub. Com. 10.00am The Churchyard
Sun 3 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 4 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues  5  Coffee Morning  10.00am  Jubilee Court
Tues 5 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 6 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 6 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 6 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity 
Wed 6 Local History Group: 7.30pm Village Hall 
    Short AGM then ‘Ipswich Suffragettes’ by Joy Bounds
Thurs 7 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – July issue
Thurs 7 P.C. Environment Sub. Com. 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 7 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall

Some Future Events
June 9 Freeman Primary School Summer Fair
June 16 Community Litter Pick
June 22 Community Quiz
June 24 Open Gardens
June 29 Community Bingo (18+)
July 1 Three Peaks Challenge
Sept 2 Garage and Yard Sale
Sept 9 Walker Cup

Open Gardens
Three adjoining gardens will be open in aid of the St Elizabeth 

Hospice on 17th June from 1pm to 6pm.
They are; 2 Thatch Cottage, Caxton Cottage and Walnut Cottage.

Please give them your support.
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Dear Friends;
In May the Church celebrates the curious story of the Ascension, a story 
of ending and beginning as our Christ rises to the heavens at the close of 
the Gospels. And the good news of His risen life begins in the Acts of the 
Apostles, the Letters of the Early Church and the Revelation to John.
 
In these first few months of my ministry among you, this seems a fitting 
episode on which to reflect as also a new chapter stretches before us after 
our Annual Parochial Church Meetings, marking our new beginning in shared 
Ministry and Ministry amongst the villages of Haughley, Wetherden and 
Stowupland. I hope our thanksgiving for our new beginning together may be 
expressed in such hopeful expectation as captured through the telling of the 
day of Ascension.
 
Each Gospel has its own expression of this hope filled account. John has 
Jesus speak enigmatically of ‘Where I am going…’ matching Matthew’s 
curio ‘I am with you always, to the close of the age.’ Mark has Jesus ‘taken 
up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God’, leaving it to Luke 
to offer us the scene of Ascension ‘While he blessed them, he parted from 
them, and was carried up into heaven’.
 
Well, I’ve not seen any film interpretation show an instructive account of 
this scene. The Millennium film title ‘Jesus’ has the viewer ascend above 
the clouds with Jesus looking down on the disciples. But our eye just can’t 
be taken in, and all we picture is a camera carried in a juddering helicopter 
as its rotor blades batter the cast, trying to keep their eyes open against 
the wind, rising into the heights. We’re not convinced. It’s almost like Peter 
trying to walk over the water to his Christ, or wanting to make three tents to 
give substance to the Transfiguration, or Mary Magdalene’s holding onto the 
resurrected form of Christ, to give substance is to change the account.  

But our reality is among the substance of our day to day endings and 
beginnings, how do we convey the revelation of new beginning in this 
story’s end. Cultures the world over convey hope at the ending of a goodly 

Holy Trinity Church

Vicar   : Revd Brin Singleton  Tel. 770921
Churchwardens : Mrs Ann Doubtfire Tel. 770363
  : Mrs Sue Hayter Tel. 613710
Email holytrinityuk@hotmail.com
Facebook   www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice
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SERVICES in MAY
6th May 9.30am Parish Communion
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service - church with a difference!

13th May Worship  For All & ¬Trinity Starz¬
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

20th May 8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
 
21st May (Mon) 10.30am Songs of Praise at Steeple View
                                              - All Welcome!

27th May 9.30am Worship For All
 6.30pm  Parish Communion
(BCP - Book of Common Prayer)

A PRAYER:
O Lord our heavenly father, renew in us the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Increase 
our faith, strengthen our hope, enlarge our charity; and make us ever ready 
to serve you, both in body and soul, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

FAMILIES!
Please come along to the ‘1st @ 4’ SERVICE on Sunday, 6th May at 4.00pm 
and enjoy this popular ‘Church With A Difference’ (with some snacks 
afterwards)! 

life by the assurance of being ‘taken up into heaven’. How much more so 
do we attest to the heavenly realm for one who spoke of His coming from 
heaven. And here is then the gospel truth, just as for Elijah, for Enoch, just 
as was spoken of Abraham, Moses and Isaiah, so for Jesus the Christ, Son 
of the most high God. The Ascension pictures Jesus’ true nature, as angels 
announced his birth, as God’s Word is heard at his Baptism, as he is joined 
by Moses and Elijah at his Transfiguration.
 
Luke’s account of Jesus’ earthly life reveals the promise of His risen life 
through the Ascension, outward sign of inner spiritual grace. So it is, we who 
live His risen life, walk this world in hopeful expectation of seeing signs of 
God’s Kingdom on earth as in heaven, through knowledge of He who is with 
us to the end of the age.  
‘Alleluia, Christ is risen – He is risen indeed Alleluia!’

Yours in Christ
Brin, Priest in Charge, Haughley with Wetherden and Stowupland.
01449 770921 brinsingleton@btinternet.com
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Then please come to our bright and friendly WORSHIP FOR ALL FAMILY 
SERVICE in church on Sunday, May 27th at 9.30am.  
Do stay and have FairTrade refreshments with us in the hall afterwards!

STEEPLE VIEW:
The residents warmly invite you to join with them for their Songs of Praise 
Service at Steeple View at 10.30am on Monday, 21st May and with 
communion afterwards for those who wish to stay.

2018 FLOWER FESTIVAL & CRAFT FAIR:
Please see full details on Page 34, and come along to enjoy the splendid 
flower displays and all the other associated activities — you won’t be 
disappointed!

BEETLE DRIVES:
We welcome everyone to come along and enjoy some fun in a relaxed, 
friendly atmosphere at the Beetle Drive which will be held on Tuesday, 22nd 
May at 2.30pm in the Church Hall.

WEEKLY COFFEE CHURCH:
Holy Trinity Church has an Open Church Coffee Social Session from 2pm 
to 4pm each Wednesday.  
Come on in to the church hall for a free cup of tea/coffee and a chat, to wait 
for children coming out of school, perhaps for a quiet prayer, just to enjoy 
your Parish Church, or to enquire about church activities etc.

FOOD BANK BOX:
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in need of 
a helping hand there is a box at the back of the church for you to leave your 
items.  Thank you!

CHURCH HALL HIRE:
Please remember that the well-appointed Church Hall is available for hire at 
reasonable rates, and would be ideal for children’s parties and small groups/
meetings.  For more information please contact John & Ann Parsell on  
01449 672592.  Thank you.

Proof Reader Wanted
We would like to add a second proof reader to the Telstar team. If you 
find yourself wincing at a comma or full stop in the wrong place or tut 
tutting at a spelling mistake then this could be the job for you. You 
would be a valued member of the team, helping us to produce an 
accurate and literate magazine. If you are interested in volunteering 
please contact me, Liz Voden, at email voden@btinternet.com     
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Support our Village Hall
Reg.Charity No 304822 

Jerry Voden VHMC.

The Village Hall is situated on Church Road and is available for Clubs, 
Groups, Private Parties and Weddings. Facilities include; 
• Small meeting room, ideal for small group meetings
• Large Main Hall                             
• Licensed Bar                                   
• Kitchen area available
• Ample Parking              
• There is also a range of re-cycling facilities some of which raise funds 

for the Village Hall
• For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch on 

01449 612156

We still have a vacancy for the job of Treasurer; so if you are interested 
in joining the committee and would like to help in the running of the hall, 
and help with the accounts, please contact our Chairman, John Craine, on 
01449 676576 or Jerry Voden on 01449 770334 for more information.
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Village Events 2018

 
Village Events 2018 
 

 

 

If you would like to get involved by volunteering at any of the events 
happening in the village then please contact Claire Pizzey 
parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk 

Date Event Venue 
5|6|7 May Flower Festival & Craft Fayre Holy Trinity Church & Village Hall 

10 - 5pm 
20 May Civic Service URC Church 10.30am 
25 May  Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
9 June Summer Fair Freeman Primary School 
22 June Community Quiz Village Hall 7.30pm 
24 June Open Gardens 1 - 6 pm 
29 June Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
1 July 3 Peaks Challenge The Retreat 10 - 4 pm 
2 September Garage and Yard Sale  
9 September Walkers Cup The Retreat 10 - 4 pm 
22 September Harvest Supper Village Hall 7.00pm 
23 September Harvest festival Holy Trinity Church 9.30am 
28 September Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
26 October Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
8 November WW1 Ceremony Stowupland Cemetery  
11 November Remembrance Service Holy Trinity Church 10.50am 
17 November Christmas Fayre Village Hall 10-5pm 
23 November  Community Quiz Village Hall 7.30pm 
7 December  Community “Christmas” 

Bingo 
Village Hall 7.30pm 

 
Village Events 2018 
 

 

 

If you would like to get involved by volunteering at any of the events 
happening in the village then please contact Claire Pizzey 
parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk 

Date Event Venue 
5|6|7 May Flower Festival & Craft Fayre Holy Trinity Church & Village Hall 

10 - 5pm 
20 May Civic Service URC Church 10.30am 
25 May  Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
9 June Summer Fair Freeman Primary School 
22 June Community Quiz Village Hall 7.30pm 
24 June Open Gardens 1 - 6 pm 
29 June Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
1 July 3 Peaks Challenge The Retreat 10 - 4 pm 
2 September Garage and Yard Sale  
9 September Walkers Cup The Retreat 10 - 4 pm 
22 September Harvest Supper Village Hall 7.00pm 
23 September Harvest festival Holy Trinity Church 9.30am 
28 September Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
26 October Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
8 November WW1 Ceremony Stowupland Cemetery  
11 November Remembrance Service Holy Trinity Church 10.50am 
17 November Christmas Fayre Village Hall 10-5pm 
23 November  Community Quiz Village Hall 7.30pm 
7 December  Community “Christmas” 

Bingo 
Village Hall 7.30pm 

 
Columbine Hall Garden Open. 

Gipping Road, Stowupland, IP14 4AT. 
Sunday 29th April, 2-6. 

In aid of St John Ambulance, Suffolk 
Adm £5. Children free. Homemade teas. 
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The Green Stowupland Suffolk IP14 4AR

Opening Hours
Monday & Tuesday                                 7.00am to 1.00pm

Wednesday Thursday Friday          7.00am to 5.00pm

   Saturday                                                     7.ooam to 12.30 pm

Telephone : 01449 677720

Local Delivery

Local meats * Home-cooked pies

Home cooked hams

Dry-cured bacon and gammon

Selection of homemade burgers

Big selection of specialist cheese
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Stowupland W.I.  

A few days before our own meeting, some of the members went to Needham 
Market community centre for the Spring Group meeting. This is an occasion 
where members from the eight Institutes in the Group get together and, this time, 
we heard “Harbour Lights”, a trio of singers and musicians who gave us excellent 
entertainment. It was a most enjoyable evening with, as expected, delicious food.
As usual, the March meeting opened with a welcome to all from president, 
Colleen. Following the singing of “Jerusalem” the record of the February meeting 
was read and signed. The correspondence was sorted out and details of a 
proposed visit to Southwold theatre on August 18th were given.
Next, we were entertained by the speaker/demonstrator Jonathan Huggins, who 
showed us how to make flowers, using Chinese Origami. Members were then 
invited to try their hand at making their own flower, with help from Mr. Huggins’ 
twin daughters - great fun and very satisfying.
Celia, as our delegate, then gave a brief report on the East Suffolk Federation 
Annual Council meeting held in Trinity Park earlier in the month. There were good 
speakers, interesting craft stalls and W.I. goodies to purchase. 
One of our members of long standing had a very special birthday (as it 
happened, actually on that day) and was presented with a card and a basket of 
flowers, with all good wishes from the members.
Competition results were as follows –
Flower: 1st Brenda, 2nd Mary C, 3rd Mandy. 
Australia competition: – 1st Brenda, 2nd Mary C, 3rd Christine.
The raffle took place and, with a reminder to bring crockery and cutlery to the 
April meeting, the evening finished.
Quizzes during the month saw 2 teams at the community event – with very 
satisfactory results, while the team that entered the Federation quiz at 
Framlingham tied with two other teams for the first place. Well done to all 
members who participated and everyone who organizes such fun evenings.
Outings 
Saturday, August 18th. – Southwold summer theatre – 5.00 p.m. performance of 
Ray Cooney’s farce “Funny Money”.
 Tickets £13, coach fare max. £9. 
Coach to leave the village at 11.00 a.m.
Saturday, July 14th. – Great Yarmouth Hippodrome
 – 2.30 p.m. performance of the circus and water spectacular.
Party price tickets - adult £20, concession £16.50, child £13.50.
Coach to leave Stowupland   9.00 a.m.  – Fare, adult £12.50, child £8.00.
To book or make enquiries for these, please contact Judy Clarke
 (01449 615386)
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Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience
Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage

VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority



32

 The
����������United
��Reformed

���������Church

U.R.C Chapel
Minister: Rev’d Chris Wood 

Telephone 01449 678173

It’s lovely to see the spring flowers in bloom at last. This has been helped by a 
few warm and sunny days. Hopefully there will be many more to come. The next 
coffee morning, at the Chapel, will be held on 25th May 2018.  Everyone is 
welcome at this friendly event. Come and have a cuppa, cake and a chat.

Services at the URC Chapel are held each Sunday at 10.30am and we cordially 
invite anyone who wishes to join us in our worship. A warm welcome awaits you.

Our speakers for May are as follows:
06th May Irene Martin
13th May Nigel Crisp
20th May Rev Chris Wood. A service to Celebrate Community Life in 
Stowupland
27th May Jane Paterson
Afternoon Fellowship
Our meetings in April were very enjoyable. 
The meetings for May are as follows:
14th May ------- Rev Chris Wood
21st May ------- To be arranged

The 21st is our last meeting before the summer break. We meet again on 1st 
October 2018 

We welcome anyone who would like to join us at our meetings (male or female) 
Come and enjoy the fellowship, and a cake and cup of tea, at 2.30pm on the 
above dates.

Mary Clark

Minister’s Message
The Meeting of Hearts!
I recently heard an account of a refugee who had had to escape a war-
ravaged country with his wife and older children and eventually found refuge in 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire (close to where I was brought up). He recalled that 
he had an influential job as a lecturer in a prominent University in Syria, but also 
spoke of his great passion as a bee–keeper. He smiled warmly as he recalled the 
500 plus hives, and the number of people he was able to employ.
He spoke of the pain of having to leave everything behind, his home, members 
of his family, his job, his hobby as not only had his livelihood been threatened, 
but his life and that of his family also. He fled not knowing where they would go, 
or where they would find welcome. Eventually they found themselves in England, 
where they received a generous welcome and hospitality, and the means to put 
down roots.
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His expressions fluctuated from one of pain and sadness to a serene smile, but 
by far his best facial expression was reserved when he recalled being invited to 
become a member of the local Bee-Keeping Society. It took two years – but the 
wait was clearly worth it! It signified that he and his family had been accepted 
within their community, and no longer considered ‘cumer-in-ers’ (it’s a Yorkshire 
expression but equivalent saying abound that refers to a person that has come in 
from somewhere else).

Not only has he brought his own expertise to the Society, but he has negotiated 
with a charity to set up a community partnership scheme with the help of the 
Local Authority which aims to develop bee-keeping in the area for the benefit of 
all. The Local Authority have loaned land to the Community Partnership Scheme, 
which is by the side of the canal, for the hives; a charity has donated plants and 
seeds that will encourage bees; schools are involved in preparing the ground 
and planting; and another organisation is encouraging people to sign up to the 
project.
The wonderful thing being developed is a place where young and old, 
unemployed and adults with learning difficulties, local residents and refugees are 
all working and learning together, and discovering new skills as well as enjoying 
good company and lots of fresh air! One group were seen building the hives, 
while another was painting them, and another placing the hives in allocated 
places. This is only the beginning of the project, which will develop through the 
production, bottling and creation of dishes with locally produced honey.
The article drew to a close by illustrating a vast array of Syrian dishes that 
contained home produced honey. One of these looked like a yogurt made 
with Yorkshire milk as its main ingredient. He was asked for the recipe of this 
amazing dish but gracefully declined saying ‘it was a secret’. He was asked 
what the Yorkshire milk brought to his Syrian dish, to which he readily replied: 
‘the Yorkshire milk is its heart’. I took it that it was his way of saying that the 
folk around him had opened their hearts in a generous welcome, and his own 
heart had been repaired and transformed, thus enabling him to respond in like 
generosity.
I was reminded through this retelling of a life-changing experience, of a key 
passage of scripture, where St. Paul writes: ‘The Lord comforts us in all our 
troubles so that we, in turn, may be able to comfort others in any trouble of 
theirs and to share with them the comfort we ourselves receive from God’. (2 
Corinthians 1: 4). Equally we might say: ‘we are able to love others because we 
have first known love’.
We know that throughout the earthly life of Jesus Christ, He sought to reveal the 
very nature of God through His presence, His Word as well as His acceptance 
of all, which was expressed through loving deeds especially to the poor, the 
disadvantaged and the ‘outsider’. He encourages all those who would follow in 
His Way to do likewise that the Kingdom of Heaven may be revealed on earth 
as it is in Heaven. May we endeavour to follow in these footsteps so that hearts 
might meet and flourish.
God Bless. Chris 
(Rev’d Chris Wood – minister of Stowmarket, Mendlesham, Stowupland and 
Debenham URC’s)
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Open Thurs, Fri, sat 10-4pm we 
stock a wide variety of trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plants 
at reasonable prices.  We also 
offer a garden consultation 
and garden design service.
At The Stackyard, Old Station 
Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5RS. 
Tel 07732 783572

Blossoms
Garden 
Plants

Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.
Tel. 01449 675897
Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
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Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  
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Unit 12 
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Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
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FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 4, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.
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              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance
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Tel: 01284 717760, Fax: 01284 717761
www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

..........................................           ..................Customer: Date:

Approved by:

Eco Sweep 07-01-09

Please Note: The purpose of this proof is to represent the closest approximation of the final product.
It is the responsibility of the client to thoroughly review for any discrepancies.
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                                       JUNIOR PAGE 

Make this bunch of flowers as colourful as you like and then 
look for the flowers in the grid. 
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John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Also offering a waxing
service at competitive prices

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

 

Fed up of running around 
after your car? 

 

Why not give us the inconvenience 
– it’s part of our service 

 

WE COLLECT & DELIVER 
 

Servicing, Welding, 
MOTs arranged 

Air-conditioning recharged 
General Repairs – 

shocks, clutches, brakes etc 
All work guaranteed 

 

 
                                              Est 1990 

Contact: Shane 
Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737 

 

Personal Service at 
Competitive Rates! 
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Stowupland Cricket Club 
At the time of writing this report we are 
yet to play any cricket matches but in next 
month’s report hopefully I will have some 
positive results to report on. As a result of 
the late winter snow the pre-season rolling 
of the wicket was delayed as the ground 
was just too wet throughout most of March. 
Our annual workforce day took place on 
Sunday 25th March; this was a very successful event again this year. Our 
workforce day is organised to get all the outstanding jobs completed in time 
for the new season, so thanks to everyone who came along to help out.

The indoor youth coaching has now finished and the youngsters started 
outdoor sessions on Sunday 8th April. The number of boys and girls attending 
the coaching has been very good despite the cold spring weather. Kt Browning 
is again running the breakfast club this year along with her army of mums on 
Sunday mornings. All are welcome so, if you are passing the club and fancy a 
bacon roll and a coffee, come in and see Kt and her helpers. All funds raised 
from the breakfast club go towards supporting the overall fundraising for the 
club.     

The coming season will see the Saturday 1st team play in division 5 of the two 
counties cricket championship, which covers all of Suffolk and North Essex. 
Following three consecutive promotions, division 5 will be a challenging but 
exciting season, with some long trips to Essex ahead. We also have a couple 
of local derby matches to look forward to against Earl Stonham and Needham 
Market respectively.   

The two Sunday teams will play in the Hunts County cricket league with the 
first team playing in the top division for a second season; this will see some 
very good sides coming to Stowupland and will make for very competitive 
matches. The 2nd XI will play in division 4 and will be captained by George 
Ager again this season. Division 4 is a great platform for the younger players to 
learn and develop their game before making the step up into the first team. 

The Wednesday evening team has had great success in recent seasons 
reaching cup finals in the past four seasons and winning two of them. The mid-
week team will begin their season on the 16th May at home to Bardwell, the 
same team who Stowupland beat to reach last season’s final.  

Since the end of last season many changes have taken place within the sports 
and social club. Last month Andy Parkin and his team of volunteers renovated 
the interior of the club decorating throughout and installing new lights and 
fixtures. New toilets have also been installed in time for the new season and, 
as a cricket club, we will aim to continue to support Andy and the social club 
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as best we can. When the new season gets under way, please come along and 
join us for a drink and enjoy the cricket, hopefully along with warmer weather. 
I have put the home fixture dates into the ‘diary’ in the centre pages of the 
Telstar magazine so everyone will know when we are playing at home.   

Our social media pages are regularly updated so you can keep up to date with 
results and events within the club online as well as the monthly Telstar report. 
You can also follow our twitter page @stowupcc or visit our Facebook page; 
both of these have links to our website. We continue to look for new members 
and volunteers both on and off the field. If you are interested in playing or 
volunteering some time then please contact me or use our website. 

Looking forward to meeting you in the coming months ahead. 

Quiz Question for the Month
What is the unconventional fielding position, more commonly found in the 
lower reaches of the game, on the midwicket/long-on boundary? The term is 
thought to have originated at Dulwich College where there was a corner of the 
field containing livestock.

Answer next month!
Scott Gregory 
07538 009376
Stowupland Cricket Club
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FROM TELSTAR COMMITTEE
Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 
necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for publication, 
however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we think appropriate. 
Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during 
the process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that 
these errors may be corrected.

ELMSWELL BOWLS CLUB at STOWUPLAND
On 7th April we held a “Meet and Greet” Open Day at our new surroundings and 
it proved very successful.  We were delighted that so many people attended, 
including 25 existing club members plus a mixture of Elmswell and Stowupland 
folk many of whom are former Stowupland bowlers.
The weather was kind enabling everyone to have a good look around the facilities 
before enjoying a friendly chat over lunch. 
Our league bowling season will commence on 24th April with a home game against 
Needham Market B.  The result of this match and those that follow will be shown in 
the issues of Telstar over the months ahead.
Once again we wish to express our thanks to “Stowupland Bowls Club” members 
and the Trustees for all their help and friendliness in setting up our club in the 
village and we look forward to playing there.  Anyone will be welcome to come 
along and watch our matches which will be on the evenings of Monday and 
Wednesday, depending on the home and away fixture list and Tuesday afternoons 
on the same principle and, finally Tuesday evenings each week.
Enquiries about match dates, membership enrolment or for any other reason can 
be made with our Secretary, Graham Newman on 01359 240846 or Treasurer, 
David Begg 01359 242025.
David Begg and Graham Newman

CALLING ALL GARDENERS
Stowupland Open Gardens, Sunday June 24th 2018 1-6pm

This is a fanfare for keen gardeners. Why not open yours this 
year? People are often too modest about their achievements 
but shouldn’t be. Think of the good cause of Holy Trinity 
Church. If you are interested (and perhaps want some helpful 
advice about opening) please contact me Kate Elliott on 
07730 922530 or email at katesusanelliott@gmail.com 
I need to know by  Friday May 18th if you would like to take 
part so we can make sure a description and photo of your 
garden will feature in our 2018 brochure. 
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Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.com

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
Chairman- Keith Welham   01449 673185
Vice Chairman- Jerry Voden 01449 770334
Roger Carter   01449 612856
Hayden Guy   01449 401352
Laura Johnson     07826 851030
Ben Miller   07765408001
Paula Murton       07906677817
Dave Pring           01449 771891
Sally Reeves        01449 745739
Ray Studd   01449 676606
 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677005

email: parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon
 

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Keith Welham  01449 673185 

Keith is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Keith.welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   Tel; 101

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539621
Village Hall Bookings: 

Hugh Blanch –  01449 612156

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Voden, 35 Oak Road IP14 4DP 
Email: voden@btinternet.com

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Ad v e rt i s i n g di s c l A i m e r:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 745739

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
13TH OF EACH MONTH

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd. Tel: 01449 721599. Web: www.gippingpress.co.uk



   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
STOWUPLAND PARISH COUNCIL     UNITED REFORM CHURCH, STOWUPLAND 

 
 
This is an invitation to everyone living and working in Stowupland 
 
SERVICE OF CELEBRATION: 20 MAY 2018 
 
You are invited to a church service to celebrate being part of the 
community in which we live and work.  The service will be held in the 
URC chapel on 20 May, commencing at 10.30. 
 
It is an opportunity to hear about some of the clubs and businesses in 
the village, the Freeman School and the Parish Council and to 
celebrate everything that our community has to offer. 
 
The service will last for around an hour and will be followed by 
refreshments, giving an opportunity to talk with others. 
 
We very much look forward to meeting you and sharing this time 
together. 
 
 
Chris Woods                                               Keith Wellham 
Minister                                                      Chairman 
URC Chapel                                               Stowupland Parish Council 


