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Chairman’s Remarks 
Keith Welham, Stowupland Parish Council

I am pleased to report that I have been re-elected as Chairman for another 
year and I pledge that I will do my best for the Council, for residents 

and for the village. I am grateful to Jerry Voden for agreeing to continue as 
Vice Chair. Councillors have just one year left of the current term; there will 
be an election for the Council in May next year. If you feel that you could 
serve the village as a Councillor, do contact a current member or Claire, our 
Clerk, to find out more and come along to meetings. We still have a vacancy 
on the current Council so, if you could join until May next year, I would be 
pleased to hear from you – or contact Claire or any Councillor.

You will see in Sandy’s report on the May Council meeting that Council 
voted to support the move of the Post Office to the soon to open Farm Café 
at Allard’s Farm. We took full account of the written submissions sent to 
Claire and comments made to individual Councillors, some for the move and 
some against. We also heard from a representative of Post Office Ltd. Whilst 
it would probably be best for most residents if a new location could be found 
in the centre of the village, no offer has been made and the only two options 
we could consider were allowing the Post Office to close or supporting a move 
to the Farm Café. The consultation period has not yet ended and Post Office 
Ltd will need to consider all representations made to them. If the move does 
take place, many people will be unable to get to the new location on foot and 
will drive; others will need a lift. Hopefully Good Neighbours will be able to 
help those who do not have friends or neighbours to take them.

Our contractor has started the early summer cut of footpaths around the 
village. Our footpaths group will be out and about checking on the condition of 
the various rights of way in the village and we will act on any problems reported to 
us. But sometimes a footpath becomes difficult to walk along between the surveys 
carried out by our volunteers. If you are aware of any problems such as unmarked 
paths, crops making walking difficult or rickety footbridges, please let Claire or me 
know. We have a number of signs in need of replacement and are waiting for 
new posts, signs and waymarkers to be delivered by the County Council.

We are still very concerned about the likely increase in traffic from the 
Ashes Farm development. Access to the development is likely to be onto B1115 
near the bottom of Preston’s Hill. Not only will there be an increase in traffic 
coming up to Stowupland to turn right to get to A14 – and quite likely extra 
traffic on Thorney Green Road and other minor roads in the village – but 
there will be an extra strain on other infrastructure. Residents are particularly 
concerned about health centre provision. Already patients may have to wait 
too long to get an appointment to see their doctor; a health centre on ‘our’ 
side of the railway line to serve Cedars Park, Ashes Farm and Stowupland 
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needs to be planned now so that land can be reserved before more new houses 
are built. Councillor Gary Green is aware of this need and we will be looking to 
him and our District Councillor, Caroline Byles, to press the case.

You will find a separate report covering community events, including our 
Music Day on The Green, in this edition of Telstar but I would like to urge 
everyone able to do so to come along. Please be generous in your purchase of 
draw tickets; you might win £100 or one of the other good prizes. If you can 
lend a hand on the day or prior to the day, your help will be greatly appreciated. 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Saturday, 28th June.
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M & M Butchers
Mark Hammond

Suppliers of high quality meats, poultry, game and award winning sausages

Local meats ❈ Home-cooked pies
Home cooked hams

Dry-cured bacon and gammon
Selection of homemade burgers

Big selection of specialist cheeses
Local Delivery

O P E N I N G  H O U R S
 Monday & Tuesday –  7.00am to 1.00pm
 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday –  7.00am to 5.00pm
 Saturday   –  7.00am to 12.30pm

The Green, Stowupland, Stowmarket, Suffolk  IP14 4AR

Telephone: 01449 677 720
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The weather has continued to be one of the main 
talking points on the allotments with the forecast of 

frost and, followed a few days later, by the first real rain 
for many weeks.

The prospect of frost damaging the early potatoes 
caused great consternation and stretched our minds 
to the absolute limit. How could we protect them? No 

problem as our natural instinct of keeping things in the shed in case they 
were ever needed finally paid off. Old pieces of carpet, polythene sheeting 
that should really have been thrown away five years ago, rolls of fleece, old 
compost bags and even the odd piece of curtain were all deployed to great 
effect. The sight of one plot holder struggling with a large roll of carpet 
on his shoulder and another trying to place a large piece of fleece over 
her crops (not helped by the rather strong wind at the time) caused great 
amusement. But did we offer to assist? Of course not as they really did seem 
quite happy in their own little world and it would have spoiled a rather 
entertaining quarter of an hour.

The rain during the middle of the month was most welcome as it was the 
right type of rain falling at the right time – just over half an inch overnight 
according to our very own weather expert. Early the following morning saw 
many of us breaking the soil into a fine tilth in order to sow more carrots, 
beetroot, salads and even a few early runner beans. The broad beans are 
all growing nicely – all that is except for one plot where a couple of rows 
of carefully nurtured, pot grown beans were planted out to supplement the 
autumn sown ones. On visiting the following morning, it was discovered by 
neighbouring plot holders that all (and I do mean all!) the plants had been 
pulled up and the actual bean eaten and the stem and leaves left in a rather 
orderly manner on the ground. Another summit was called in order to get 
to the cause of the problem but there were several potential culprits:

‘Do you think it was mice?’ asked one member present. ‘No, it’s too tidy 
for them,’ was the reply. ‘But it could be squirrels’. ‘When did you last see 
squirrels in Stowupland?’ asked a third member of the group.

‘Only when the football bus goes to Ipswich’, was the fast response. 
‘lt must have been rooks, jackdaws, pigeons (again) a pheasant or even a 
partridge because all have been seen on the allotments.’

‘We don’t really know’, a fourth member stated. ‘But whatever it was has 
certainly bean and gone!’

All this goes to prove that a meeting of like minds to discuss matters is 
more important to us than actually resolving anything!

Allotment Life 
David Andrew



I cannot believe how long the spring flowers are lasting 
this year. At the time of writing the cowslips are only 

now finished and the bluebells are still going strong. 
The small white flowers of ransoms are covering the 
wood floor and if you rub this plant the smell of garlic 
is quite evident. The ox eye daisy are flowering in 
abundance along the roadside, also the waving flower 
heads of parsley seem to be on every country road. I 

must not forget the buttercup – I have seen some meadows so awash with 
their rich yellow flowers they appear to glow in the early morning light. 

My wife and I recently visited a nature reserve in the Peterborough area 
called Hills and Hollows. This was an area hand mined for its stone, which was 
used to build many of the local historical buildings; the area has now grassed 
over and hence its name. The hills are made up of the spoils of digging and 
the hollows from the excavation of the stone. It is an unusual landscape to say 
the least, but the wild flowers were a picture and the pasque flowers, which 
were on bloom and a speciality at the reserve, with their large purple-violet 
heads are probably one of Britain’s most beautiful flowers.

Whilst in the area I visited Ferry Meadows and walked the entire perimeter 
along the river and took in the nature reserves and bluebell woods. Ferry 
Meadows is well worth a visit if you have children, as there are play areas, 
miniature railways, also a boat trip is available along the River Nene, a café 
and plenty of and open spaces for all to enjoy.

In the garden the wagtail chicks died. I believe the local sparrow hawk took 
the female as the male wagtail looked really lost without his mate, and gave 
up on rearing the chicks by himself, but our blackbirds are doing well. We also 
have a linnet and goldfinches nesting in various trees so I hope they avoid the 
talons of the hawk.

Frogs and toads were in low numbers at their usual spawning sites this 
spring, and I cannot figure out why? Perhaps just a general decline. 

The old saying:– 
 Oak before the ash, we are in for a splash,  
 Ash before the oak, we are in for a soak. 

If this runs true we are in for a splash as the oak was well in leaf before the 
ash trees.

Cuckoos have been calling for several weeks now and the swifts are in with 
their aerial acrobatics and shrill call note. I have returned to the kingfishers 
nest and set up a hide nearby. I have obtained some good photographs as they 
visited the nest burrow to feed the young, every forty minutes or so. I hope to 
return again soon to get some shots of the young as they emerge from the nest.

There is so much to see at this time of year, even in my retirement it is a job 
to fit it all in but I am grateful I am in good health and can do so.

Keep rambling and you meet my wife and I one day.
6

Countryside Rambler 
Brian Ward
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Parish Council 
      Bits and Pieces 
Claire Pizzey, Parish Clerk

Planning Applications
Application No.: 0731/14                            
Location: 2 Barn Cottages, Church Road
Details: Erection of single storey rear extension
Parish Council decision:  Support.

Application No.: 1106/14                         
Location: Fir Tree Farm, Debenham Lane
Details: Erection of cart lodge with storage above and changes 
 to access to include a dropped curb
Parish Council decision: Support.

Coffee Morning
at Stowupland Chapel 
on Friday, 27th June

10.00am to 12.00noon
Everyone welcome for 

coffee / tea, cake and a chat.

United Response Charity working with the  Deaf and Blind

Table Top Sale
Saturday, 14th June

Stowupland Village Hall 10.00am – 2.00pm

Refreshments, cakes etc. available          
Price per table £5.00 – Please call Nigel or Daphne 01449 678 329
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Holy TriniTy CHurCH .

Flower Festival . 
and Craft Fair    .

Holy TriniTy CHurCH

Flower Festival
and Craft Fair

The May bank holiday weekend saw the 36th annual Flower and Craft 
festival in Stowupland. Our theme this year was ‘A Great Day Out’ and 

what a variety of exciting days there have been.

We would like to thank all of those involved in the 
planning of a busy and very successful weekend, from 
the concert on the Friday evening by the Stowmarket 
Concert Band, to all the very talented flower arrangers 
who made the church and church hall truly magnificent, 
the team of workers in the Village Hall kitchen who 
produced endless cups of tea and coffee and delicious 
lunches and cakes, the stall holders who come from far 
and wide as they all agree that it is a happy place to be, 
and of course not forgetting everyone who came and 
supported us to once again achieve a record of £3,500 
profit in funds raised to support our village church.

The Grand Hamper draw winners were stall holders, 
members of the public and 
flower festival helpers. The 
name of the teddy was ‘Rueben’ 
who went to a good home 
in Lavenham Way and we 
understand is very happy.  The 
decorated cake was won by a 
Stowupland resident.

Thank you and our very 
best wishes

Ann Doubtfire and Sue Hayter, 
Churchwardens

On Dunwich Heath

Southwold

Day trip to Edinburgh
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The Funfair
There were many attractive displays at this year’s Flower Festival, but 

one that deserves especial mention was ‘The Funfair’. This was arranged 
by the residents of Steeple View, 
Orwell Housing, with everyone 
who wished joining in on its 
construction.  It is very pleasing 
to see examples of community 
spirit and participation in the 
Festival – something we are very 
keen to engender. Our grateful 
thanks to Sue Skipper and other 
members of the Steeple View staff 
for organising this.

Mavis Smith

Admiring a 
‘Southwold’ 
arangement

At the seaside

Bressingham

Ladies Day at 
Royal Ascot

Crabbing at 
Walberswick
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Over 20 years industry experience 

 Full or part re-wires 
 Consumer unit upgrades 
 Internal/external sockets & lights 
 Under floor heating systems 
 Recessed lights 
 Home cinema systems 
 Multi room audio systems 
 CCTV (including remote viewing on smart phones)
 Automated gates 
 Full public liability insurance 

For a free no obligation quotation, please 
contact us 

Tel: 01449 614020 
Mobile: 07909 524552 

Email: richard@rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
Web: www.rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
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Parish Council Report 
Sandy Smith

May Meeting

Jerry Voden opened the meeting overseeing the 
election of the Chairman of the Parish Council for 

     the forthcoming year. Keith Welham was re-elected by 
a majority with two Councillors voting against. He then 
took over the chair and thanked all for their support over 
the last year and then performed his first duty which was 

the election of the Vice Chairman and Jerry Voden was unanimously re-
elected.

Matters of report from the last meeting included the confirmation that 
Bosch will now be making arrangements to strim the selected areas of The 
Green now that they have someone in place who will be heading up the 
strimmer test team. The painting of the village sign is just about complete 
and PPG have been contacted for advice regarding a suitable protective 
lacquer. There is also a new post to hold the sign ready to be erected. The 
PCC were satisfied with the last cutting of the churchyard. The new bin for 
The Green has arrived and will be put in place soon. A volunteer has come 
forward to refurbish the Parish Council notice board for a modest sum which 
was agreed to fund. Jonathan Free is to attend the next Finance and Policy 
committee meeting to talk about a neighbourhood plan. A position is to 
be agreed for the planting of a replacement willow tree on The Green and 
decide on a suitable time to plant it. No one has again come forward to fill 
the vacant Councillor post.

Gary Herbert, External Stakeholder Manager with Post Office Ltd for 
the Eastern Region attended the meeting and gave some background 
information on the reasons for the need to have a consultation with regards 
to Post Office provision in Stowupland. He advised that the moving of the 
Post Office to Walnut Tree Farm is not a done deal and that the results of 
the consultation will be carefully considered. Mr Herbert advised that Post 
Office Ltd are having to go through a programme of transformation, not 
closure, and that the business needs to be on a stable footing for it to survive. 
He was very clear that the role of the Post Office has changed dramatically 
and everything except Postal Orders can be purchased from other outlets. 
Pensions and allowances are no longer paid out at the Post Office other 
than a small number who hold a card for their pensions. Over the last few 
years there has been a large drop in customers nationally and they are 
now concentrating on expanding new types of business such as travel and 
financial services. There is no longer a guaranteed footfall and the only 
way to keep and grow customers is to have the Post Office working within a 
strong retail business that will attract people in through the door. The Post 
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Office can no longer rely on past business that Government provided, but 
currently Government is investing a large amount of money to help the Post 
Office to modernise. Current sub-postmasters have been given three choices, 
to either stay the same and risk ultimate closure with a dwindling business, 
change to the new model and work it alongside a thriving retail outlet or to 
leave the business altogether. The new model will see a change in the format 
of traditional Post Offices where they will be open plan and integrated within 
other retail outlets, removal of cubicles and opening hours which will be the 
same as the retail business that they are incorporated into. This will mean 
extended hours and with the new models it has been found that 22% of the 
business is carried out outside the old core hours. The Post Office will only 
operate with dwindling custom where there is need for a community branch 
in very remote areas and Stowupland does not fall into this category. Sally 
has made the decision to leave the Post Office so that any replacement must 
be the new model which is the only sustainable option. Post Office Ltd has 
approached other businesses within Stowupland, and Walnut Tree Farm was 
the only one that has shown any interest. It is recognised that the location is 
out of the centre of the village, however, the realistic risk is that the alternative 
is no full time Post Office in Stowupland. The final outcome will be as a result 
of the consultation. Mr Herbert then answered various questions that were 
put to him. He advised that the hunt for someone to take over the Post Office 
business was advertised on their website and when no-one came forward, they 
proactively sought out a business to take on the role. Surrounding village 
retailers were not approached as the relocation should be within the same 
village. There would be no changes in collections made by Royal Mail which is 
a separate organisation and there should be no problems with collections and 
deliveries because the access and parking are far better than what is available 
at present. The ATM will also move with the Post Office. It was questioned 
whether footpaths could be created through the surrounding fields alongside 
the road between the village and Rendalls Lane but it was pointed out that 
there were existing cross field footpaths in situ already. Sally confirmed that 
the number of people who walk to the current Post Office and who would 
not be able to walk to the proposed new location is minimal. 3 letters that 
had been received by the Parish Council listing various objections were read 
out. However, Councillors reported that the majority of the comments that 
they had been given by residents were on the whole in favour. Those in the 
village that have no alternative way of accessing the proposed new location 
may be able to avail themselves of the Good Neighbour Scheme. Christine 
Williams pointed out that, if the call on their limited resources were too much, 
they may have to consider various proposals to overcome the problems. Mr 
Herbert advised that two other café-based Post Offices located in Norfolk 
and Lincolnshire had proven to be real community meeting places and 
were extremely well attended. Overall, the unanimous decision of the Parish 
Council was to support the move. 

Suffolk County Council Councillor Green advised that the road sweeping 
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under the A14 had been requested. The fact that a resident in Trinity 
Walk was driving over the kerb is an offence and will be subject to being 
responsible for any damage caused to the pavement and they should be 
applying for a dropped kerb to be installed. He also reported that the 
dangerous branch on the A1120 had been removed and the white lines 
have been painted in Gipping Road. He advised that the legal team are in 
consultation with the School about the Safety to School Route. The Parish 
Council have not been consulted on a number of points relating to this as 
yet and that they needed time to arrange a consultation with residents on 
the final proposals. Councillor Green will ask Suffolk County Council to 
communicate with the Clerk. Suffolk County Council advised that they do 
not have the statistics on bus use that was requested last month. However, 
statistics relating to bus pass use should be available; Councillor Green will 
request this. He also reported that 8% of parents failed to get their school 
places and that the house provision in the area is outstripping the number 
of school places available. The school on Cedars Park was built to provide 
for the original planned 1250 homes but in the end there were 2000 houses 
built and no increased school provision leaving 24 children unable to get into 
Cedars Park School this year. The criteria for provision of places is siblings 
first, statemented children next and catchment children last. It is felt that 
once the new two tier education system comes in next year, the problems will 
increase. Gary is to ask if school provision has been discussed and agreed 
prior to the start of the Ashes Farm development.

PCSO Ben Ellis reported that they have a new PSCO and PC to cover 
the Town Centre. PC Hendrickson has not been available recently as he 
is helping deal with an incident in Wyverstone. They will once again be 
involved in the summer sporting event which will be advertised in Telstar and 
will also have some community engagement in the Music on The Green. He 
reported that crime this year has fallen from 77 to 62 incidents with a 37% 
detection rate. The Stowmarket area has, however, had a high number of 
burglaries recently. Road Safety SID has been out and about and will continue 
to do so. There have been 20 speeding tickets issued and 23 motorists have 
had warnings and he praised the speedwatch initiative and advised that the 
Police will continue to give them support. It was reported to him that there 
had been two groups of youths congregating around the village including on 
The Green and in a meadow and one night were found on top of a stack in a 
farmyard and, although the police were called, they were too late.

Mid Suffolk District Councillor Byles was unable to attend but filed a 
report advising that she has been appointed as Mayor of Eye and Chair of 
the Town Council. She advised that the District Council has changed banks 
and that they are now having their IT network upgraded so it should make 
contacting departments within the Council easier. There is a new web site to 
report fly tipping and a planning appeal has been made for the Mendlesham 
Biomass plant. 
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The community events group advised that the Casino Night was a great 
success with a profit of £130 and there are draw tickets available for the Music 
on The Green. The Transport, Traffic and Safety working group reported 
that they have had six speedwatch operations and have caught 26 motorists 
travelling over 35mph, the highest being at 52mph. Further checks will take 
place at the end of May. Gary Burden and John Cummins are going to study 
some new documents that are coming into force in relation to Emergency 
Planning.

Councillors reported that the attendance at the Parish AGM was poor 
and that the dwindling numbers appear to be setting a trend. A resident 
has advised that their water meter has been covered over when paths were 
re-surfaced in Oak Road and also that a lot of weeds are growing through the 
tarmac on some pavements. It was also noted that when maintenance work 
is being carried out, Hawthorn Close is often missed. The timbers have also 
been fixed on the bridge behind the church. There are also some overgrown 
bushes alongside footpath 32.

Amongst the correspondence there was a request for more trees to be 
planted in Trinity Walk but this is not Parish Council land so permission 
would need to be sought from Mid Suffolk District Council. The History 
Group reported that the Stowupland website is very confusing and that there 
appears to be two conflicting websites. Claire Pizzey will have a look at them 
and report back. An allotment holder requested permission for a shed to 
be erected on their allotment and there was a request from a Local Works 
Organisation for support from Parish Councils for a proposal that some 
part of the business rates should be made payable direct to Parish Councils. 
This is something that is supported by SALC. Permission was sought from 
Stowupland Falcons to provide parking on The Green for their 5-a-side 
tournament on 7th/8th June. Councillor Voden is to oversee it. FPCR have 
requested permission to survey the ponds in the village and this was agreed 
providing that a copy of the results was made available. The owner of Berick 
House queried the issues surrounding the posts outside his property and 
he will receive a response. Allards sent a statement advising that they were 
in negotiation with a developer over proposals which would include some 
affordable housing. The lawnmower used for cutting the cemetery needs 
repair but the warranty is to be checked before agreeing to pay for the repair. 
A thank you card was received from Rachel Godbold for her leaving gift.

The meeting closed at 10.00pm

�•�•

Fences and arguments always have two sides.
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MR ALLARD’S FARM BUTCHERY
Direct From Our Farm To You.     

01449 615006. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRESH, LOCAL STRAWBERRIES NOW IN
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Down on the Farm:

Isn’t nature a wonderful thing. The hedges, grass and trees all coming into the

spring of life and looking absolutely fantastic. The birds on the farm have been

particularly busy this year and so far we have seen so many more chicks than last

year. The weather has been perfect for the young birds and so let’s hope numbers

will increase. On the downside, the ingenuity of the parents to create nesting sites

has sometimes hampered our ability to work. So far we have not been able to use

2 chainsaw helmets (Blackbirds), 1 tractor diesel filter (Bluetits), a recycling bin

(Ducks), cardboard box containing needed spare parts (Thrush) and so on. But all

these nests have been productive and the young have now flown so it was worth it.

(Now we have to clean up the mess and persuade everybody that the helmets can

be worn again!!). A new batch of pigs are due in today (14th May), they come from

the outdoor units at Woodbridge. It’s amazing the amount of energy these little

7kg bruisers have. We wash their pens down before arrival (to create a disease

break) and then put a deep bed of straw in each pen, they love it. They are fed a

very high quality “creep” feed to start with which contains a lot of milk powder

which they enjoy. So, what else is happening? It rained and what a transformation

it has made. I bet the allotment holders and gardeners amongst you enjoyed the

rain as much as we did. The crops are now looking well but I’m sure there is

going to be a sting somewhere along the line (Well I am a miserable farmer you

know!!) We’ve got 5 more lambs coming to William’s flock (Thanks Nick). Nick

has the sheep up at Poole’s Farm, you’ve probably seen them on the meadows

when you collect your Chinese. Sheep have one objective in life and that is to die.

They choose the most ingenious ways of doing so and it’s always an achievement

when they survive. We’ll do our best with them and I’ll let you know. The shop.

Well it’s coming on!! We are being given deadlines now by suppliers and opening

dates are getting worryingly near. Jane, My wife is designing the kitchen and café

area and she asks ‘my’ opinion, as I mention I am no Gordon Ramsay. Our

existing butchery is still open and busy so if you’re passing it’s always a pleasure

to see you.

“

Down on the Farm:
Isn’t nature a wonderful thing. The hedges, grass and trees all coming into the 
spring of life and looking absolutely fantastic. The birds on the farm have been 
particularly busy this year and so far we have seen so many more chicks than 
last year. The weather has been perfect for the young birds and so let’s hope 

numbers will increase. On the downside, the ingenuity of the parents to create 
nesting sites has sometimes hampered our ability to work. So far we have 
not been able to use 2 chainsaw helmets (Blackbirds), 1 tractor diesel filter 

(Bluetits), a recycling bin (Ducks), cardboard box containing needed spare parts 
(Thrush) and so on. But all these nests have been productive and the young have 
now flown so it was worth it. (Now we have to clean up the mess and persuade 

everybody that the helmets can be worn again!). 
A new batch of pigs are due in today (14th May), they come from the outdoor 

units at Woodbridge. It’s amazing the amount of energy these little 7kg bruisers 
have. We wash their pens down before arrival (to create a disease break) and then 
put a deep bed of straw in each pen, they love it. They are fed a very high quality 
‘creep’ feed to start with which contains a lot of milk powder which they enjoy. 
So, what else is happening? It rained and what a transformation it has made. I 
bet the allotment holders and gardeners amongst you enjoyed the rain as much 

as we did. The crops are now looking well but I’m sure there is going to be 
a sting somewhere along the line (Well I am a miserable farmer you know!) 

We’ve got 5 more lambs coming to William’s flock (Thanks Nick). Nick has the 
sheep up at Poole’s Farm, you’ve probably seen them on the meadows when you 

collect your Chinese. Sheep have one objective in life and that is to die. They 
choose the most ingenious ways of doing so and it’s always an achievement 

when they survive. We’ll do our best with them and I’ll let you know.
The shop. Well it’s coming on!  We are being given deadlines now by suppliers 
and opening dates are getting worryingly near. Jane, my wife, is designing the 
kitchen and café area and she asks ‘my’ opinion, but I mention I am no Gordon 

Ramsay. Our existing butchery is still open and busy so if you’re passing 
it’s always a pleasure to see you.
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U.R.C. Chapel
Minister:  Revd Chris Wood   
        Telephone 01449 678 173

 The
����������United
��Reformed

���������Church

‘Causing A Disturbance …’ 

Over the years, a number of colleagues 
who trained for ministry at the same 

time as myself, have hit the national press – 
something, thankfully, I’ve avoided. One found 

notoriety by refusing to marry a couple for marriage in their church, although, 
ironically, the couple had also been turned down by all other clergy in the area. 
Another, sadly, disappeared on a walking holiday, and has never been located.

The one that takes the biscuit has to be Dick Wolff who was a volunteer 
worker for me while at the Rock Church Centre in Liverpool back in the 1970’s. 
He is now a minister in Oxford, as well as a local Councillor, and had been 
organising a Good Friday Passion Play through Churches Together. According to 
various newspapers, the event had to be cancelled because of confusion within 
Local Authority who, allegedly, hadn’t realised that it was a religious event.

Dick told the Oxford Mail: ‘Unfortunately, one of the City Council’s Licensing 
Officers didn’t recognise that a Passion Play on Good Friday was a religious event. 
‘I think he thought it was a sex show, so he said it may be committing an offence’.

Personally I couldn’t believe what I was reading, and it sounds so 
ridiculous that it would sit quite nicely in an episode of ‘The Vicar of Dibley’ 
– but it highlights what the Church is up against these days when it seeks, 
legitimately, to promote the Christian Faith within the wider community. We 
can add it to the growing list of objections that includes some not being able 
to wear a cross at work; not being able to pray for someone ill; and not being 
able to refer to God or faith whenever a Registrar is present and conducting a 
civil ceremony (which I personally consider breaches our ‘human rights’!).

The Prime Minister has suggested this last month that Great Britain 
remains a ‘Christian Country’ – but I would beg to differ (and have the 
support of the Archbishop of Canterbury!). More and more the Christian 
Church appears to be pushed to the margins of our society and  I have a 
suspicion that our Festivals are only tolerated because they’re good for wealth 
generation in a growing secular and consumerist nation.

I’m left wondering what the attitude would be should any church (or 
group of churches) seek to recreate the events of the first Pentecost, where the 
first Disciples were confronted with ‘a strong, driving wind, and a noise that 
filled the whole house where they were sitting’ (Acts 2: 2). There follows an 
account of how they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, enabling them to talk 
in many different languages, forcing them out onto the streets where they 
drew a large group of people who were astounded to hear a message of ‘the 
great things that God had done for them’ (Acts 2: 11). 
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Our June coffee morning, is as usual, on the last Friday of the month – 
27th June 10.00am to 12.00noon. Everyone is welcome at this friendly 

event. Come and have a cuppa, cake and a chat. Although no charge is 
made voluntary donations are given, and in the past have been sent to local 
charities where possible. For the remainder of the year, with the exception 
of September, when it will be for Macmillan Cancer Support, the money will 
be put towards the alterations we are hoping to undertake to make the toilets 
suitable for the less able. 

We are very grateful to Norman Foord and Mary Durrant (Nee Foord) for 
the donation of our lovely new doors, which I am sure you will agree, greatly 
enhance the front of the Chapel. The doors are in memory of their parents, 
Charlie and Peggy Foord, who worshipped at the Chapel for many years. 

Stowmarket URC is holding a Flower Festival during the weekend of 
Saturday 28th, Sunday 29th and Monday morning, 30th June 2014.

Services at the URC Chapel are held each Sunday at 10.30am and we cordially 
invite anyone who wishes to join us in our worship. A warm welcome awaits you.

Our speakers for June are as follows:
  1st June   Veda Berriman 
  8th June   Stephen Horrex
15th June   Nichola Glasse 
22nd June   William Glasse
29th June   Nigel Crisp 

Afternoon Fellowship
On 28th April we had a very interesting talk, by Jim Spencer, about the 

many volunteer jobs he is involved in. 12th May was a Social afternoon when 
a good time was had by all. More about the 19th May in the next issue.

We have had some very interesting speakers and enjoyed them all and 
look forward to more interesting talks and fellowship when we recommence 
in October 2014.      Mary Clark

But then we’re told that others strongly disapproved and voiced their 
objections, accusing them of being drunken louts and causing a disturbance, 
and tried to put a stop to the proceedings!

Bob Dylan suggested that the ‘times they are a changing’ – but some 
things, like attitudes towards those who are seeking to promote the Christian 
Faith, can seem no different now than when the Church was first born on that 
Day of Pentecost. But then, I’m happy to put up with officials obstructing 
our outreach into the marketplace (on the grounds that we were ‘intoxicated’ 
with the effects of the Spirit?!) if it means that thousands are still drawn to the 
commotion we were making. Now there’s a challenge!

God Bless,  

Chris
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Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.

Tel. 01449 675897

Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon

R&R 
Carpet Care 

Specialist Carpet Cleaners. 
 

For free estimates call 
 

www.randrcarpetcare.co.uk 
randrcarpets@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Carpet Cleaning is an investment. 

The cleaner your carpets the 
longer they will last. 

01449 771682 

Carpet Cleaning  
is an investment.

The cleaner your carpets 
the longer they will last.
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7th May Meeting

Our primary school dates back to Victorian 
times and so Sarah Doig’s talk about village 

schools was particularly appropriate. It was very well received. Sarah told us 
that before the 19th century, schooling was not compulsory and was rarely 
free. Sunday schools often provided the only education for working class 
families, with the Bible as the textbook for reading and writing. Free charity 
schools were set up in poor urban areas and in 1723 workhouse schools were 
founded to prepare pupils for apprenticeships.

In early Victorian times, there was a surging interest in education, some 
schools being affiliated to the Church, others supported by local landowners. 
Daily schools were supported by national societies and the construction 
industry was kept busy. Opening ceremonies often included community 
celebrations. A typical school had a large schoolroom, a smaller infants’ room 
and a school-master’s house to one side, often as part of the same building. 
There were separate entrances with cloakrooms for girls and boys and 
separate yards with toilets at the back. Some of these Victorian schools are 
still in use, while others have been demolished or become private housing or 
community centres.

By the mid-1800s, government grants were providing support. Standards 
were set for different ages and the pupils in each group sat together, within 
the same large room. ‘Pupil teachers’ taught some groups. There were 
practical subjects, as well as the ‘three Rs’ and local clergy often visited to 
help with teaching.

The 1870 Elementary Education Act made provision for the education 
of all children aged five to 13 and established school boards. Parents could 
be fined if children did not attend school. School inspectors noted practical 
needs, such as heating, as well as academic achievements. Headteachers were 
required to keep log books. They noted special events, illnesses, local crops 
and sometimes even the weather. Schools were always closed for the Harvest 
Holiday as so many children were needed to help in the fields.

The exhibition at this meeting proved to be a great attraction as many 
of our members had attended the village school and were able to identify 
themselves and their friends in photographs from the school collection. 
Photographs of the documents relating to the history of the school were also 
on display.

Particular thanks go to Neil Langridge for arranging the exhibition at this 
meeting, to Freeman Community Primary School for lending us many items 

Local History Group
Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770 895

S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP



from the school’s archives and to Cathy Young for providing them.

Information
We are always grateful for any information about the history of the village, 

its people, their employment and pastimes, and its buildings. Do get in touch 
if you come across anything of interest. Documents and photographs are 
treated with great respect and can be copied and returned.

Neil’s Notes
From the Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, August 31, 1842

‘DEATHS FROM LIGHTNING – On Monday morning, about  
9 o’clock, a man named Southgate, and a little boy, named Sillett, 
whilst standing for shelter under an oak tree, at Stowupland, were 
struck by lightning, and were found dead. A verdict to this effect 
was given at an inquest held the same day, at the Pickerel Inn, in the 
parish, before Charles Gross, gent., coroner.’

The Register of Deaths notes that John Southgate was a farm bailiff, 
aged 66. In the Stowupland Burial Register it is noted that he was 
a Baptist. Robert Sillett was eight years old. The 1841 census shows 
Robert Sillett as the son of Richard and Ellinor Sillett living in the area 
of The Pickerel. John Southgate lived nearby. At that time the parish of 
Stowupland extended right down to the River Gipping.

Music on The Green, 28th June
Our Treasure Hunt stall is being prepared but we shall need helpers on 

the day. Please get in touch if you are able to spare some time, even if it is just 
half-an-hour, for setting-up or manning the stall. 

    Talking-Point 
We asked why a property in the village became known as the ‘3Ts’ house. 

This was because the property had three different kinds of roofing: tin, tile 
and thatch. Parts of the house were probably built at different times. There 
are several ‘2Ts’ properties in the village, with a thatched original property 
and a tiled extension to one side, like The Crown.

For our next ‘Talking Point’, Hodskinson’s Map of Suffolk (1783) names 
one village property as Dagger House. Which is it?

Programme 

4th June 7.00pm at the Village Hall Short AGM followed by  
 ‘A History of Lime Tree Place’ by Darren Dordoy and Hannah Salmon
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We were sorry to hear that Moira Coleman would have to cancel because of 
ill health but are very grateful to Darren and Hannah for stepping in with a 
fascinating topic.

Please note the time above. Visitors are welcome and refreshments will be 
available. Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-members.

2nd July Meet at Gipping Chapel  
           for 7.00pm tour of the Chapel with Roy Tricker

Suffolk’s foremost authority on the county's parish churches will take us 
around one of his favourites. Donations to Gipping Chapel.  Please get in 
touch if you would like to join this visit but need help with transport.

We look forward to seeing you.

2121

�•�•

�•�•

Having given it a lot of thought, and after 25 years, at the age of 89, and 
with the Post Office on the move, I have decided to stop collecting stamps 
and cartridges.  Stowupland has helped raise a lot of money for the Hospice 
over the years. A very big thank you to everyone who has contributed and a 
special thank you to Sally for letting me have my 'bin' at the Post Office. 

I shall stop collecting at the end of June. Contributions can be taken to 
the Hospice Shop in Bury Street, Stowmarket.           Pauline Spencer

Thank You
John and Shirley Mollett and family would like to thank everybody who 

sent cards, flowers and sympathy on the sad loss of their son Simon. Your care 
and concern has been very touching and has helped us to get through this 
most difficult time.

His friends from the motorcycling world gave him a great send-off with 
well over 150 bikes and cars forming the cortege and close to £2000 was 
raised for Simon's nominated charity.

Once again our sincere thanks for your wonderful help.
John and Shirley.
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

Practice Opening Hours 
Monday-Friday
8:30am-6.00pm

Saturdays
8.30am-12.00pm

WWW.CEDARWOODVETS.CO.UK

Surgeries throughout the day
by appointment

Plus a 24 hour
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Plus a 24 hour
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Large FREE car park

Combs House, Stowmarket Business Park, Needham Road, Stowmarket IP14 2AH  

Tel. 01449 676966

Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!Your Best Friends’ Best Friends!
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Hello from the Village Hall Management Committee. 
This month I start with a cautionary tale. You  

may have seen reports in the local press that some 
local facilities are on the verge of closing due to lack of volunteers to help 
with day to day running. In one case closure was averted when volunteers 
came forward from organisations that were using the facilities to help the 
committee continue to function. The second one was a local village hall that 
advertised for help when the Chairman resigned. They were also looking for a 
Treasurer, Secretary and Booking Secretary. When the Chairman was contacted 
by worried organisations about the possible closure of the hall they found out 
what was happening. It was apparent that he was doing all these jobs himself 
and that help was urgently needed.

Our committee are not, at present, in the situation mentioned above. 
However, at our AGM our Treasurer, Karen Hamilton, stood down after a 
sterling five years in the job and a big thank you to Karen for all her hard 
work over this time. The current committee were re-elected with John Craine 
as Chairman and Andrew Edwards as Vice Chairman. Thank you to everybody 
who stood and also to Twig King who continues as the hall caretaker and to 
Hugh Blanch who continues as our Booking Secretary. Contact Hugh for 
more details of the facilities available for hire on 01449 612 156. 

Our Chairman has also taken on the job of acting Treasurer and, at 
present, we do not have a Secretary. We are appealing to residents and 
organisations that use the hall and enjoy the facilities to think about helping 
with  the administration of the village hall by taking on one of these tasks. 
Anyone interested in helping out would be welcome to attend our next 
committee meeting on 9th June 2014 at 7.30pm in the small meeting room 
at the village hall or for further details about how the committee works or 
committee vacancies please call Jerry Voden on 01449 770 334.

It is not all gloom and doom however and the good news is that we have 
been successful with our grant application to Mid Suffolk District Council 
towards new hall furniture so we say thank you to them for their support. We 
can now place the order for the new chairs. Also it is pleasing that the hall 
continues to enjoy a good level of support. 

So, as you read this, please think about supporting your Village Hall 
by considering committee involvement now urgently needed. We are also 
pleased that residents and those in the surrounding area continue to support 
our recycling banks which bring in much needed income to keep the facilities 
open and updated.

Stowupland Village Hall
Reg.Charity No 304822

Jerry Voden, Village Hall Managment Committee
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June Dates  
Sun 1 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 2 Sports & Social Club A.G.M. 7.30pm Sports & Social Club
Mon 2 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 3 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 3 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Tues 3 P.C. Community Events W.G. 7.30pm URC Chapel
Wed 4 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 4 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 4 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 4 Local History Group  (see page 20) 7.00pm Village Hall
Thur 5 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 7 P.C. Cemetery & Churchyard W.G. 10.00am The Churchyard
Sun 8 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 9 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 10 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 10 Over 60 Club – Out to Lunch
Wed 11 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 11 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thur 12 Parish Council 7.30pm V. H. Meeting Room 
Thur 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 13 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE  –  July issue
Sat 14  P.C. Allotments W.G. 10.00am The Allotments
Sun 15 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 16 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 17 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 18 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 18 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 18 W.I. – Strawberries & Cream 7.30pm Village Hall
Thur 19 P.C. Community Events W.G. 7.30pm URC Chapel
Thur 19 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 22 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 23 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 24 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
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Tues 24 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 24 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 24 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 25 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 25 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thur 26 P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.30pm URC Chapel
Thur 26 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 27 Coffee Morning 10.00am URC Chapel
Fri 27 Community Quiz (see page 3) 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 28 Music on The Green (see back cover) 12.00noon The Green
Sun 29 Songs of Praise  

on The Green (see page 29)
3.00pm The Green

Sun 29 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 30 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall

July Dates
Tues 1 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 1 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 2 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 2 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 2 Book Group
Wed 2 Local History Group – visit (see page 21)
Thur 3 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 6 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 7 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall

If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539 621

Future Events in 2014
July 13 Open Gardens

Diary Dates  
Contact Marion by email: marion@astronomer.plus.com or Tel: 01449 770 895.

For contact details for clubs / groups etc. see page 43.
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The Retreat
S T O W U P L A N D

01449 612 511

 Open from 12.00noon till 10.30pm every day

Food available
All week: Lunchtime 12.00noon till 2.00pm

Wednesday to Saturday: Evening 5.00pm till 8.00pm

Saturday
Order ANY Steak from our Menu and get a free drink
Pint Real Ale/Coors/Glass of Wine or any soft Drink

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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�•�•

Stowupland 
Good neiGhbourS

A volunteer service run by residents for residents
Helpline 07591 539 621 (New Number)

Recycle it now …

We are well served in Stowupland by Mid Suffolk Council’s ‘green 
bin’ waste collection service and various recycling points around the 

village, particularly on the forecourt of the Village Hall where you will find 
banks for glass, paper, clothes and shoes, or books/CDs, etc.  However, many 
of you have said that you are not able to access this facility – maybe through 
lack of transport, infirmity or you simply never have the time to travel in 
that direction.  This is a pity since, not only does it help the environment 
by diverting recyclable materials away from landfill sites, it also generates 
valuable income towards the upkeep of the Village Hall which ultimately 
benefits the whole community.

The Good Neighbour team is keen to assist anyone wanting to support the 
project, but who is presently unable to do so, by collecting from your home 
batches of suitable and clean items of the kind mentioned above and taking 
them to the Village Hall for disposal.  In time, there may be opportunities 
for other forms of recycling, either here or at a different location and wide 
publicity will be given to any developments on this front.

For now, rinse out those bottles and jars, gather up your old newspapers 
and magazines, dust off any books you’ll never read again and treat your 
wardrobe to a bit of breathing space.  Then, give us a call on the usual 
number – 07591 539 621 – and we will arrange a collection time with you.
Simple!           Christine Williams

Over 60 Club 
Jean Coleman

Well here we are again with my second report for the Over Sixty Club.
At our last meting Mr Scarff came with samples and a most 

interesting talk regarding moths and butterflies, some colourful and really 
beautiful; some so tiny you would pass them by. These are to be found in 
our gardens and open spaces, you would pass by without any knowledge that 
there are there. A truly enjoyable afternoon; thank you Mr Scarff for a light 
hearted talk … with many laughs.

Our next meeting will be ‘out to lunch’ at Stoke Ash White Horse. Please 
meet at the usual place at 11.15am for transport.



�•�•

�•�•
EVER WONDERED ABOUT HOME SWAPPING?

We are looking for people who want to try out a home swap holiday in Britain 
for a new BBC TV series.

Enjoy a unique holiday experience in a stunning part of Britain…
Do you live in an interestng home you’d be happy to swap 

with someone elsewhere in the UK for a short break?
Would you like the chance to have a new experience and discover local cuisine, 
sight-seeing that goes beyond the guide book, and an authentc place to stay?

Do you:
*  Live in an interestng property such as a conversion, a charming cottage, a super
   modern apartment, a historic building, a period house or have an unbelievable view?
*  Want a short UK break and chance to discover a new area?
*  Like the idea of a house swap holiday, but have never tried it?
IF SO THEN GET IN TOUCH NOW!
For an applicaton form or an inital chat please email
homeswapholidays@bbc.co.uk with your contact details
28

Life is like a rose. 
You have to see past the thorns to appreciate its beauty.

Rosemary Conley becomes 
Jo’s fit4all Classes
It’s five years this month since a Rosemary Conley class was opened at 

Stowupland Village Hall and the class is still going strong with some 
original members. Just recently though, due to Rosemary Conley going into 
administration and the franchise contracts being terminated, the class is 
now seeing some changes. Jo, the original instructor, now owns the class after 
buying it off her employer and is now running it in her own right and is 
very much looking forward to the next five years and beyond as ‘Jo’s fit4all 
Classes.’   

Jo says, “It’s business as usual as far as I’m concerned – the name may 
have changed but I will always work by the principles of ensuring classes are 
suitable for everyone. So, whatever age or ability you are, if you could do with 
losing weight and/or getting fit then come along and see what we do.” 

The class is held on Thursday mornings at 9.30am to 11.00am and we always 
welcome new and returning members. If you would like more information 
give Jo Butcher a call on 07913 922 926 or email josfit4all@gmail.com
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FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 
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Tomo Business Park 
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Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 12, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.

STEVE ROBSON

Building contractors

Extensions, Alterations,

Ground works.

We can help with planning

and designing.

01449 711303

07941 317151
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Report  
Judy Clarke

Our April meeting was a celebration of our 
75th birthday and it was pleasing to have  

new members join us for this special occasion. 

We had a theme of the 1930s, with several members coming in outfits 
of that era – Mrs. Mop (ITMA for those that remember!) a Lyons Corner 
tea room waitress and lots of elegant dresses and hats. Entertainment was 
provided by Terry Mackley, on his keyboard, singing and playing many 
well known tunes, as well as  talking briefly about some of the composers 
and singers of that time. While Terry continued  with his music, everyone 
partook of the refreshments, all made from  recipes from the 30's that one of 
our members had found on line. The only exception  was a wonderful iced 
birthday cake, made by Celia.

Terry was asked to judge the colour competition – yellow being the choice 
for April. It wasn’t an onerous task as yellow seemed to be a difficult colour  
for many of us. His result – 1st. Mary C., 2nd. Claire, 3rd. Christine. For 
the flower of the month the members chose Claire’s 1st. Brenda’s 2nd. and 
Maureen’s 3rd. 

It was a very enjoyable evening,  thanks to all the members who entered 
into the spirit of the occasion.

�•�•

Outings
Saturday, 13th September – 
 Imperial War Museum. London,  
 Coach fare  £13 max. Leave Stowupland 8.30am  
 Friends and family welcome..

Saturday, 6th December –  
 An evening performance – ‘R.A.F. in Concert’  
 Tickets £19.00, £22.00 and £25.00,  the Regent Theatre, Ipswich.  
 If you are interested in going, please get in touch.

For either of the above, please contact  Judy Clarke 01449 615 386

�•�•
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The Vicar’s Letter 
Revd David Swales

Dear Friends
We recently marked the 25th anniversary of the 

Hillsborough disaster, when 96 Liverpool football fans 
died at the Sheffield football stadium. I was a curate 
in Birkenhead at the time, and had the sad duty of 
conducting the funeral of one of the victims.

It was an extraordinary time in Merseyside. There was a palpable sense 
of shock and sadness, combined with a desire to do something to help. 
I remember four young lads from our estate turning up at my door: I 
recognised them as boys who I regularly caught throwing stones at the church 
windows! They declared that they wished to do something to help the victims’ 
families – and they wanted my support for their plans. I remember too an 
unusually large congregation that Sunday: many slipped in and sat at the 
back. Even though some had never been before – or not for some time – they 
wanted and needed to be in church that day.

Sadly, I also remember being a curate some years earlier in Bradford at 
the time of the football stadium fire there, with a similar response in the 
local community.

I feel immensely privileged that people do turn to the church in times 
of crisis and sadness. Not only, of course, the large scale tragedies, but 
just as much the countless private sadnesses and struggles which are in all 
communities at all times. Or, it may be truer to say that, at significant times in 
their lives (both of sadness and joy), many people become aware of their need 
for God’s help and strength – even those who, like those Birkenhead lads, 
would not normally admit to it!

It is a privilege – but it’s also more than that. I have seen so many people 
over the years find times of sorrow and crisis to be a stepping stone to faith: 
and to a faith which then stays with them in the ‘ordinary’ times as well as in 
the crisis times. For, that, of course, is what faith is for: for the whole of life. 
God does want you to know him in sadness; but also in joy. And in everything 
in between, too.

Your friend and vicar,

David
PS. If you would like to explore the Christian faith, my colleague Revd 

Paul Clarke, will soon be running a series of introductory sessions for any who 
are interested. Talk to either of us if you would like to know more (and make 
the most of Rev Paul before he leaves us later this year!).
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Holy Trinity Church
Vicar:  Revd David Swales Tel: 01449 675 503
Curate: Revd Paul Clarke Tel: 01449 672 140
Churchwarden: Mrs Ann Doubtfire  Tel. 01449 770 363
 Mrs Sue Hayter Tel. 01449 613 710

Church Email: holytrinityuk@hotmail.com

               www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice

 S e r v i c e s  i n  J u n e  2 0 1 4
 June  1st 9.30am Parish Communion

4.00pm 1st @ 4 Service – Church with a difference!

6.30pm Deanery Songs of Praise at Wetheden

June  8th 9.30am Morning Worship with Trinity Starz

6.30pm Evensong (B.C.P.)

June  15th 8.00am Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

9.30am Morning Prayer (B.C.P.)

June 16th (Mon) 10.30am Songs of Praise at Steeple View –  
All Welcome!

June 22nd 9.30am All-Age Family Service and Baptism

6.30pm Parish Communion

June 29th 11.00am Benefice Communion at Wetherden

3.00pm Songs of Praise on The Green 
at Stowupland

  (B.C.P.  – Book of Common Prayer)

A Prayer
Almighty God, who has given us the desire to join with one another in 

our common prayer.  We remember your promise that when two or three are 
gathered together in your name you will grant our requests; hear our prayers 
and fulfil our desires, granting us, above all else, a knowledge of your truth in 
this world and everlasting life with you in the next.  Amen           John Chrysostom

PPS. In last month’s letter (about ‘Rogation’), I mentioned that our 
monthly 1st@4 service in June would be at Grange Farm instead of church. 
This has now been postponed until our July service (July 6th). So 1st@4 in 
June will be in church as usual.



Church Hal l  Bookings
Our well-appointed Church Hall is available for your party, meeting or 
function.  For bookings or for further information, please contact John 
& Ann Parsell on tel. 01449 672 592.
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100 Club
Congratulations to the following 
winners of the May Draw

1st 73 Mrs C Williams

2nd 9 Mrs P Risby

3rd 49 Mrs I Dickinson

Par ish Registers

Baptisms
We welcome into the family 

of Christ’s Church:

23rd March   
Blake Anthony Tunbridge

Funerals
Our love, sympathy and prayers  
to the families of those who have  

recently died:

17th March   Claire Louise Blair

Holy T r in i ty  Church 
N O T I C E B O A R D

Dads, Mums 
& Chi ldren!  
Please come along to ‘1st @ 4’ 
Service on Sunday, 1st June at 
4.00pm and enjoy ‘Church With 
A Difference’! – (NOT Grange 
Farm as advertised!)

There’s also ‘Trinity Starz’ for 
children alongside the Morning 
Worship Service on Sunday, 8th 
June at 9.30am.  

Then, to enjoy our bright and 
friendly All-Age Family 
Service  on Sunday, 22nd June 
at 9.30am.  Do stay and have 
FairTrade refreshments with us in 
the hall afterwards!

Steeple View
The residents warmly invite you 
to join them for their Songs of 
Praise Service at Steeple View on 
Monday, 16th June at 10.30am 
(followed by a short Communion 
for those who wish to stay).

Beet le Dr ives
Come along and enjoy some fun 
in a friendly atmosphere at the 
Beetle Drives which will be held 
on Tuesdays, 3rd & 24th June at 
2.30pm in the Church Hall.  All 
are very welcome to join us!
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Serv ice on The Green
Saturday 28th June is the day of our village's wonderful 'Music on The 
Green'. On 29th Sunday at 3.00pm Stowupland Churches will be hosting 
‘Service on the Green’. This has grown into a popular event in recent years, 
with children from local schools, hymn-singing with the Gislingham Silver 
Band, and even a puppet show! All are welcome, including for a cream tea 
afterwards.  Please see page 29

Weekly Open Church
Holy Trinity Church has an Open Church & Social Session from 2.00pm to 
4.00pm each Wednesday.

Come on in for a free cup of tea or coffee and a chat, or to wait for children 
coming out of school, perhaps to enjoy peace of your Parish Church for a 
quiet prayer, or to enquire about church activities etc.

Food Bank Box
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in need of 
a helping hand, we now have a box at the back of the church for you to leave 
your items.  Thank you!

Flower Fest ival  2014
Our grateful thanks must go to all those who supported the 36th Annual 
Flower Festival and Craft Fayre which raised the magnificent sum of £3,569 
for the upkeep of the church.   We also wish to record our thanks to all those 
who baked, prepared food and all who worked so hard and contributed in so 
many ways to make this event such a success.  THANK YOU ONE AND ALL! 
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 CONTACT Graham Peck 
01449 676625 
07756985886 

 

Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience

Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage
VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

FROM THE TELSTAR COMMITTEE
Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 

necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for publication, 
however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we think appropriate. 

Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur 
during the process of production. Please let us know if this is the case so that 
these errors may be corrected.
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Supporting our Youth and Senior Cricket Teams
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

 D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

Install
HIGH PERFORMANCE UPVC

NO MORE ROT!
NO MORE PAINTING!

 B.K.PLASTIC FIXINGS 
STOWMARKET 

TEL: 01449 674725

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PERSONAL, FRIENDLY ATTENTION

FREE ESTIMATES
ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS

B.K.PLASTIC FIXINGS

�•

Karts and Castles

Indoor & Outdoor Inflatable Hire

Bouncy castle hire from just £50

PIPA compliant inflatables

Full BIHA members

£5,000,000 public liability cover

07717 763280
www.kartsandcastles.co.uk

kartsandcastles@gmail.com

Why not try our Pedal Kart Grand Prix ???
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Community Events
Keith Welham

Although Music on The Green may be the only community event many 
   residents attend, we do have events ten months of the year; we take a 

break after Music Day until September. Many thanks to Adam for arranging 
a successful Casino Night in April; we have another planned for December. 
And thanks to Brenda, Don, Linda and Gordon for arranging the May bingo 
session; the next is in September.

I have been told that I was rather downbeat in the articles I wrote for May 
Telstar. That was because very few people had contacted me to volunteer to 
help on Music Day and I wasn’t at all sure that the event could be run safely. 
Since then the response has been good but we still need more people to help 
on the gates – we have to provide at least one steward on each of the three gates 
from 12.00noon to 11.00pm. Each steward will be supported by a member of 
the security team. If you feel that this is something that you could do, as an 
individual or with someone else, please let me know as soon as possible.

We need people to sell draw tickets; we need to sell as many as possible 
of the 2000 that we have. And we are relying on your generosity when 
approached to buy tickets. Entry to an event like Music on The Green would 
cost upwards of £5 or £15 for a family ticket. We don’t expect everyone to 
spend £5 on draw tickets but it would be great if you did.

The event this year will be similar to previous years but we have additional 
attractions for younger people, including go-karts, as well as the laser 
chamber and funfair. Mr Jugglefun will be back and there will be other free 
entertainment for children too.

The barbecue, real ale tent and refreshment tent will be there as usual, 
and a number of other refreshment outlets, craft stalls and charity stalls. 
Weather permitting, there will be food through to 10.30pm. If the real ale 
runs out early, we have arranged supplies of other ‘similar’ beverage.

Unlike many events which can make huge profits by insisting you only 
consume over-priced drinks sold on site, you can bring drink for your own 
consumption onto The Green. But no glasses or bottles. We have a strict ‘No 
Glass’ policy and Suffolk Police have asked that we have staff at all entrances with 
power to search. If you do arrive with a bottle or two of lager, you will be given 
plastic ‘glasses’ to decant your drinks into. Cider, lager and wine will be available 
from the real ale tent but if you have your special favourite tipple, please decant 
it into a plastic container or metal ‘thermos’ flask before you leave home.

For many, the music is what the day is all about. We have a very strong line-up 
again this year including Ben&Greg, Dabbie, 23X and Far from the Ordinary, 
who have all played here before. Top local band Ska’d 4 Life will be playing 
from 8.15pm to 9.30pm and should not be missed. The full band schedule is on 
Facebook and will be listed on a free programme available at all entry points.

Enjoy the day.
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PLUMBING
Andrew Snowling

Plumbing
and Heating

Over 20 years
experience

GENERAL REPAIRS

Phone Andrew on
Tel. 01449 675440

Mobile 07889 276667

John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

Including perms,

colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services
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Support our Village Hall 
Reg.Charity No 304822

Is situated on Church Road and is available 
for Clubs, Groups, private parties and 

weddings.
Facilities include:
•  Large main hall 
• Small meeting room, ideal for small group meetings
• Kitchen area available
• Licenced bar 
• Ample parking
For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch on 

01449 612 156 
Also a range of recycling facilities some of which raise funds for the 

Village Hall.

Sports & Social Club 
Mark Campbell, Vice Chairman

Now the summer is here and the weather should be good its that time to 
reflect on our previous year and see what we can improve on next year.

We as a Sports and Social Club have had a brilliant year with the football 
club filling the clubhouse with trophies and cricketers starting the summer off 
well too; long may that continue.

Financially we have seen a massive turnaround in our fortunes and with 
close support from the Village Hall committee many improvements are on 
the way both inside and out.

I would like to thank all concerned for seeing all the changes through 
and am very pleased to announce that Lindsay Saxton will be staying on 
for another year as our treasurer. It still leaves us a vacancy for secretary, 
though I am confident this will be filled soon.

Things to look forward to are the Falcons five a side, a festival of youth 
and adult football and of course the world cup, c'mon England. We will be 
open for all the England games.

All AGM minutes and finance reports are available at the club or on our 
website.

�•�•
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Popular pre-school ballet classes combining  
both dance and music

Encourages confidence and independence
Develops movement, musicality, coordination, 

concentration and creativity

Fun and enjoyable for girls and boys

WOOLPIT 
BURY ST EDMUNDS

STOWMARKET
Tots

3-5 year olds
Tiny Tots 
2-3 years olds

(with accompanying adult)

Contact Suzanne Hume
01449 706161 • info@MissSuzanne.co.uk

www.bébéballet.co.uk

Trial

Class

Suzanne Hume • S C H O O L  O F  D A N C E

Fed up of running around after your car?
Why not give us the inconvenience – it’s part of our service

WE COLLECT & DELIVER
Servicing, Welding, MOT’s arranged

General repairs – shocks, clutches, brakes etc.
Air-conditioning recharged

All work guaranteed

Established 1990

Contact S Mayhew,
Gipping Road, Stowupland

( (01449) 771102    ((07802) 545737 (Mobile)

Personal Service at Competitive Rates!

NOW STOCKING WESTLAND MULTI

PURPOSE COMPOST FOR ONLY £3 A BAG!!

We are now OPEN for our 10th year of business with our

biggest selection of perennials EVER!! Over the winter

we have increased our selection of Achilleas, Geraniums,

Iris, Phlox and Salvias. Shade lovers, Grasses, Moisture

lovers, sun worshippers we have them all!

Have you found us yet? Your local, friendly nursery

just around the corner on the A1120 @ Earl Stonham,

(near the Shepherd and Dog pub) a fantastic perennial

nursery with over 200 varieties of perennial plants.

All quality plants grown by us, clearly labelled,

beautifully displayed and very competitively priced.

For all our latest news, photographs, offers and

events please like our page on FACEBOOK.

Mon to Sat: 9 til 5    Sun: 10 til 4      Closed Thursdays

www.perfectperennials.co.uk               

01449 711320  
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Stowupland Bowls Club
Mary Bloom

The 2014 bowls season is well underway, with some 
enjoyable matches being played – sometimes in 

inclement weather!

We play in the Stowmarket League on Monday 
evenings, Tuesday afternoons (two teams) and Thursday 
evenings. Friday evenings are set aside for cup matches 
and Saturday afternoons for ‘roll ups’ and practice, to 

which all members, new and old, are welcome.

The 7th June is Club President’s Day. Readers may be interested to know 
that our bowls green was built in 1975, by Thurstons of Old Newton. Our very 
first President was Mr Eric Stearn, from Sheepcote Hall (at the bottom of Mill 
Street which is now surrounded by houses), who was the main instigator in 
the formation of the club. Our President this year is Reg Pryke, who himself is 
a founder member, and we look forward to an enjoyable afternoon. 

* C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
Book Group:  Patricia 672 127 or Ann  01449 672 592 
Baby and Toddler Group:  Hannah Taylor 07788 425 725
Bowls Club:  Susan Boorman 01449 614 673 
Country & Western Dance: Winston & Janet Adams 01206 501 866
Dance Club:  May & Paul Durham  01449 672 601
Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770 895
Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770 080 
Sports & Social Club: 
W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615 386
Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673 185
Mobile Library:    07721 879 855

Sujiko    
To play Sujiko, enter the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the total in each circle is equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding squares.

20
2

7
20

26

26
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Colin Moyes 
Home Improvements
Complete kitchen and bathroom and bedroom refurbishments.
For purpose made joinery requirements and carpentry works,
uPVC doors, windows and conservatories.

Now celebrating their 30th Year of trading

To contact Colin Moyes Home Improvements

Marshalls Meadow, Thorney Green Road, 
Stowupland

Call either 01449 615548 
or 07802 927885.

In aid of the

NSPCC
14b Bury Street, Stowmarket, IP14 4RA

Also at 17 Charles Industrial Estate, Stowmarket IP14 5AH
Phone 01449 614 993 (Home) 07900 640 441 (Mobile)

We now have a Furniture warehouse, due to the overwhelming generosity 
of the public, please do your best to visit us where I am sure you will 
see some of the goods which you have donated also you might find 

something which you could use, we have everything you could 
think of and all in excellent condition.

Shop opening hours are Monday to Saturday, 10.00am to 4.00pm

Warehouse opening hours are Saturday, 11.00am to 3.00pm

I will be happy to open the warehouse for you, 
out of hours, if you are in need of furniture.

Once again I would like to thank you all for your generosity 
over the past 20 months, without you we would not have survived.
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Falcons Football Club 
Neal Smith, Chairman Mob: 0772 559 1785.

Well the season is now over apart from two matches 
for us in early May. We have had a great season 

and now look forward to our Presentation Day and BIG 
5-a-Side.

The Presentation Day is being held at the Village Hall 
this year and will celebrate all the players’ and their team’s 

achievements. Our teams have done very well this year:
• Adult Reserves promoted as league runners up
•  Adults A Team promoted in third place
• Vase Cup win for Under 10 Yellows
• Knock out Cup win for Under 12 yellows
• Knock out Cup win for Under 13 Blues
• League runners up for Under 10 Yellows, Under 13 Blues and Under 14

Plus a few other trophies for some of our younger age groups at Under 8 
and Under 9. 

On top of these achievements, our Adult First team claimed their highest 
league position for five years in fifth place in a very tough league.

A great season for the Club and I would like to say a big thank you to 
all the players, managers, parents and spectators for their support over  
this season.

Many of our teams are now looking for players for next season, so if you 
would like to play for us, please visit our website www.stowuplandfalconsfc.
co.uk. We are also looking to start a new Women’s team for 2014 /15, so if 
you are interested please get in touch.

If you would like to see some more football and have a great day out, 
come along to our BIG 5-a-Side on the 7th and 8th June from 9.00am each 
day. Lots of football and plenty of stalls for a real family day out. Entry is 
free to the ground on the day.

TELSTAR is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.org 

�•�•
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Hi everyone, back again. Another winter gone and 
cricket resumes. Congratulations to our friends in 

the football section on a successful season. This report will 
be very brief, computer problems and I am on a friend’s 
tablet so will give a brief summary of the season so far and 
will give more detailed reports later.

The season so far has started well, three 1st XI games played three won, 
two second XI  games played both won. Highlights of 1st XI v Hadleigh 
Academy. New to 1st XI  this year, young George Walters, 60 not out, Tom 
Abbott 31 not out, three wickets for Dan Marsh, two brilliant run outs, one 
from Tom Abbott the other from brother Luke. He dropped a simple catch 
on the boundary then picked the ball up and threw at the stumps from fully 
60 yards and ran out the very batsman he had dropped a few seconds earlier. 
Versus Elmswell: Scott Gregory 6 for 38. Home v. Bury St Edmunds academy.  
Bury batted first and scored 176, Dan Marsh taking three wickets. Chasing 
177 to win another brilliant innings from George Walters (70 this time)
watched by a very proud Dad. With overs running out it was left to Tom Wray 
and Tom Abbott to see us home, which they did in style. Well done to skipper 
Scott who played the whole game with a big toe nail hanging off. Time for 
mum to practice her nursing skills.

The second XI  started with a win at Rougham. A good bowling 
performance from Sturge taking 4 wickets. Then at home to Worlington, 
who batted first scoring 157, veteran Geoff Lewis taking 3 for 16 and Jordon 
Southgate, back playing after a bad injury, taking 3 for 43. It was then dad 
Kevin’s turn to take centre stage scoring 60 not out. With a good innings 
from Gary Abbott 31, these two saw us home.

A very good start to the season, a season that started on a sad note as it 
was the first time for many years we were without Rick Langford who sadly 
passed away in January. Rick was to all of us simply Stowupland Cricket and 
he will be sadly missed. On a happier note, Theresa was with us doing what 
she always does: running the bar and generally taking charge; well done 
Theresa. I know how hard it must have been for you but all of us were so 
pleased to see you, long may it continue.

So, a great start to the season and long may it continue. Sorry for being 
so brief but computer should be fixed soon, then normal service will be 
continued by next month.

Cricket Club 
Bob Moore, Chairman

�•�•
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Printed by Gipping Press Ltd 01449 721 599

Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.org

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
 Chairman - Keith Welham  01449 673 185 
 Vice Chair - Jerry Voden   01449 770 334
 Mary Bloom 01449 676 549
 Morris Brand 01449 770 678
 Gary Burden 07725 182 805
 Roger Carter 01449 612 856
 Roy Cooper 01449 674 211
 Rick Hamilton 01449 775 403
 Ben Miller  07765 408 001 
 Nic Perks   01449 774 200  
 Jerry Voden   01449 770 334
 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677 005

email: clairepizzey@outlook.com  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon
 

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Caroline Byles  07515 730 097

Caroline is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423 824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   01473 613 500

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539 621

Village Hall Bookings: 
Hugh Blanch –  01449 612 156

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Karadene, The Green IP14 4AE

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677 005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Adv e rt i s i n g di s c l A i m e r:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770 895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Email reports, articles etc. to
telstarmag@aol.com

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 612 870

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
1 3 t h  J U N E



Saturday 28  June
Live Music
Local bands including:

   Far From The Ordinary

   Ska'd 4 Life

   Body and Soul

Free Entry

Stalls

Real Ale, Beer & Wine

BBQ & Refreshments

th

For safety NO GLASS is permitted on The Green

 

For more information 
Please call 01449 673185

Starts

Children's Activities include;
LaserQuest

Go-Karts

Funfair Rides

Mr Jugglefun

Free Children’s Entertainment

12 Noon

  


